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THE  DAVIDSON  FAMILY 


He  only  deserves  to  be  remembered  by  posterity 
who  treasures  up  and  preserves  the  history  of 
his  ancestors.  -  -  -  Edmund  Burke 
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The  contents  of  this  Family  Record  are  for  the  use 
and  reference  of  members  of  the  Davidson  Family  who  have 
subscribed  for  it.  The  work  is  not  to  be  passed  on  to  those 
who  have  not  contributed  toward  the  expenses  of  producing 
this  record,  nor  to  those  who  might  use  the  data  for  purposes 
indiscriminate  and  not  approved  by  the  compilers. 

Original  records  and  miscellaneous  data  presented  are 
not  to  be  used  by  anyone  in  printed  publications,  nor  quoted 
except  by  express  permission  of  the  compilers: 


Martha  Phyllis  Davidson 
Margaret  Davidson  Davis 
William  Hutchinson  Davidson 
Janie  Lovelace  Heard 


*  -X-  -Jr  *- 


Inquiries  may  be  directed  to 

Miss  Phyllis  Davidson 
601  East  Tenth  Street 
West  Point,  Georgia 
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THE  DAVIDSON  FAMILY 


Foreword 


In  these  pages  ancestral  lines  have  been  as  completely 
traced  as  possible  wherever  it  could  be  done  authentically. 

The  objective  of  the  compilers  of  this  Family  Record  has  been 
to  give  members  of  the  Davidson  Family,  the  members  of  some  of 
its  related  lines,  genealogists  and  readers  the  benefit  of  data 
not  heretofore  accumulated  and  recorded  in  this  manner.  We 
hope  that  the  record  herein  presented  will  be  helpful  to  those 
members  with  other  facts  in  their  possession  who  wish  to  con¬ 
struct  pedigree  charts  of  their  own. 

The  genealogies  contributed  by  various  members  of  the 
Davidson  Family  are  presented  as  submitted.  No  responsibility 
is  assumed  for  errors  or  exaggeration  in  data  furnished  by 
others  and  used  in  this  compilation. 

To  help  those  who  follow  after  us  in  efforts  to  establish 
their  lineage  has  been  our  aim.  To  all  members  of  the  Davidson 
Family  we  submit  to  you  these  fruits  of  our  research,  which  has 
been  truly  a  labor  of  love.  It  is  our  wish  that  each  of  you 
may  enjoy  a  very  full  measure  of  happiness,  which,  as  descendants 
of  such  noble  ancestry,  you  so  richly  deserve. 


Faithfully  yours, 


West  Point,  Georgia 
July  U ,  1959 
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ARMS  OF  TILE  DAVIDSON  FAMILY 


THE  FAMILY  OF :  Davidson  of  Scotland 

ARMS:  Azure,  on  a  fesse  between  three  pheons  argent,  a  stag 

couchant  gules  attired  with  ten  tines  or. 

CREST:  A  falcon's  head  couped  proper. 

MOTTO:  Viget  in  cinere  virtus .  (Virtue  Survives  in  Death) 

A.UTHORITY:  Burke's  "General  Armory",  1844  edition 

Crozier's  "General  Armory",  1904  edition,  page  47. 

TINCTURES  AS  SHOWN  BY  DESCRIPTION: 

The  shield  is  of  blue 
The  fesse  is  of  silver 

The  pheons  (broad  arrowheads)  are  of  silver 
The  stag  on  the  fesse  is  of  red  with  antlers  of  gold. 
The  mantle  and  wreath  are  of  blue  and  silver 
The  falcon's  head  is  naturally  colored. 


NOTES:  Burke  records  as  authentic  for  the  family  of  Davidson  of 
Balgay,  near  Dundee,  Scotland,  main  line  of  the  Davidson 
family.  Crozier  records  for  the  family  of  Davidson  in 
America,  descendants  of  Nicholas  Davidson,  from  Scotland, 
who  settled  in  Connecticut  in  1640,  which  family  has 
spread  into  all  parts  of  the  United  States.  Most  lines 
of  the  family  have  continued  to  use  this  arms.  A  branch 
which  possessed  Cairnbrogie,  in  Scotland,  altered  the 
fesse  so  that  its  ends  did  not  quite  reach  the  sides  of 
the  shield,  and  changed  the  metal  of  pheons  to  gold. 

The  Grinnant,  Scotland,  line  used  the  orignal  arms  with¬ 
out  crest  or  motto. 


MARTIN  &  ALLARDYCE, 
By: 


George  C.  Martin 


BEFORE  ME,  the  undersigned  authority,  on  this  day  personally 
appeared  GEORGE  C.  MARTIN,  of  the  firm  of  MARTIN  &  ALLARDYCE,  of 
San  Antonio,  in  Bexar  County,  Texas,  who  took  oath  that  the 
insignia  above  described  appears  in  the  published  heraldic 
authority  above  mentioned. 

GIVEN  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  this  the  7th.  day 
of  September,  A.  D.  1949.  signed  by  m>  Potter 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  Bexar  County, 
Texas 
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THE  NAME  AND  FAMILY  OF  DAVIDSON 


The  name  of  Davidson  was  derived  from  the  name  David , 
meaning  "beloved",  and  son.  It  is  said  that  the  name  was  first 
used  as  a  surname  by  the  descendants  of  one  David  Dhu,  son  of 
Mhuriach,  Parson  of  Kingussie,  Scotland,  in  the  twelfth  century. 

David  Dhu  was  the  founder  of  the  Clan  Dhai,  Dhaibhidh, 
Davison,  or  Davidson,  a  branch  of  the  famed  Clan  Chattan  of 
Scotland.  The  seat  of  the  Davidson  Clan  was  situated  in 
Invernahaven,  in  Badenoch. 

The  Clan  prospered  until  the  fourteenth  century,  when  a 
feud  between  the  Davidsons  and  another  Clan  raged  so  bitterly 
that  nearly  all  the  combatants  on  both  sides  were  killed.  From 
that  time  forward  the  family,  while  still  prominent,  was  not 
so  powerful  and  great  as  it  had  been. 

One  Sir  Robert  Davidson,  Provost  of  Aberdeen,  lost  his 
life  in  the  battle  of  Harlaw,  which  was  fought  in  14 U-  between 
Alexander  Stewart,  Earl  of  Mar.  and  Donald,  Lord  of  the  Isles. 

John  Davidson  was  a  prominent  representative  of  the  family 
in  the  late  sixteenth  century.  He  was  a  Presbyterian  preacher 
and  active  in  the  Reformation  of  Scotland.  About  the  same  time 
a  William  Davidson,  of  Scotch  descent  and  said  to  have  been  of 
the  Clan  Davidson  line,  was  Secretary  of  State  to  Elizabeth, 
Queen  of  England. 


Ml*! 


Several  of  the  members  of  the  family  who  used  the  name 
of  Davidson  came  to  America  in  the  early  seventeenth  century. 
These  included  Daniel  of  Ipswich;  Nicolas  of  Charlestown; 
and  Peter  and  Thomas  of  Stonington.  But  those  of  the  family 
who  used  the  name  of  Davidson  remained  in  Great  Britain  for 
the  most  part  until  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  Century. 

In  1746  one  Alexander  Davidson,  of  the  Clan  Davidson  of 
Badenoch,  removed  from  Scotland  to  Ireland  in  order  to  escape 
persecution.  He  married  there  to  Janet  Stinson  and  came  to 
America  a  few  years  later.  This  family  settled  at  Newberry, 
South  Carolina. 

Of  this  line,  John  Davidson  was  an  interpreter  among  the 
Indians  and  as  such  was  in  the  service  of  George  Washington 
in  1753. 

Another  family  of  Scotch-Irish  Davidsons  settled  in 
Pennsylvania  and  Maryland  about  the  same  time.  It  consisted 
of  three  brothers,  John,  George  and  Robert. 

Robert,  the  youngest  of  the  brothers,  married  Isabella 
Ramsey  and  was  the  father,  in  Pennsylvania,  by  her  of  two 
children,  John  and  Mary,  the  first  of  whom  was  the  ancestor 
of  ten  of  the  large  and  prominent  family  of  Davidsons  of  the 
Hopewell  section  of  North  Carolina. 

John,  son  of  Robert,  held  many  public  positions  in  North 
Carolina,  among  which  were  those  of  Major  of  Militia  and  Justice 
of  the  Peace.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  convention  at  Charlotte 


■ 


in  1775  and  was  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  which  was  signed  there.  He  also  served  in  the 
War  of  the  Revolution. 

George,  second  of  the  three  brothers  who  emigrated  in  the 
eighteenth  century,  was  the  father  of  William  Lee  Davidson,  who 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania  and  removed  to  North  Carolina  and  was 
married  there  to  Mary  Brevard.  William  was  designated  as 
General  Davidson  as  early  as  1774. 

John,  eldest  of  the  three  emigrant  brothers,  also  made 
his  home  eventually  in  North  Carolina.  His  wife  was  the  Widow 
Morrison  and  their  children  were  William  and  Samuel  (twins); 
George,  Thomas,  John,  James,  Benjamin,  Rachel,  Elizabeth, 
Rebecca  and  Margaret. 

About  1760  another  family  of  Davidsons  emigrated  to 
Pennsylvania.  The  head  of  this  family  was  another  William 
Davidson  and  his  wife  was  Sarah  or  Mary  Fleming.  They  were 
the  parents  of  William,  James,  John,  Margaret  and  Fleming. 

In  the  year  1775,  a  James  Davidson  came  with  his  sister, 
Jean,  from  Kirkcolm,  Scotland,  to  New  York.  No  further  record 
of  this  branch  of  the  family  has  been  found. 

The  descendants  of  these  and  other  branches  of  the  family 
in  America  have  spread  to  practically  every  State  of  the  Union 
and  have  aided  greatly  in  the  growth  of  the  country.  They  have 
been  noted  for  their  courage,  warlike  propensities,  thriftiness, 
honesty,  piety,  wilfulness,  and  strength  of  character. 
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Among  those  of  the  Davidsons  who  fought  as  officers  in 
the  War  of  the  Revolution  were  Captain  George,  Lieutenant 
Thomas,  and  Brigadier-General  William  Lee  of  North  Carolina, 
Surgeon  James,  Ensign  Joshua,  Lieutenant  William  of 
Pennsylvania,  Lieutenant  Thomas  of  Massachusetts,  and  Major 
John  of  Maryland.  There  were  also  more  than  fifty  Davidsons 
in  the  ranks  from  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

William,  David,  John,  Robert,  James,  Alexander, 
Jonathan,  George  and  Thomas  are  some  of  the  Christian  names 
most  highly  favored  by  the  family  for  its  male  members. 

A  few  of  the  many  members  of  the  family  who  have  distinguished 
themselves  in  America  in  more  recent  times  are: 

Charles  Davidson  of  Ohio,  educator,  1852-1919. 

James  Wood  Davidson  of  South  Carolina,  author,  1829-1905. 
George  Davidson  of  Pennsylvania,  astronomer,  1825-1911 
John  Wynn  Davidson  of  Virginia,  military  officer,  1824-1881. 

The  coat— of-arms  of  the  ancient  Scottish  family  of 
Davidson,  to  which  most,  if  not  aU,  of  the  American  families 
of  the  name  are  related,  is  described  as  follows: 

Anns  -  -  "Azure,  on  a  fess  between  three  pheons, 

argent  a  stag  couchant  gules  attired  with 
ten  tynes  or.." 

Crest  —  "A  falcon’s  head  couped  proper." 

Motto  -  "Viget  in  cinere  virtus." 
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THE  CLAN  DAVIDSON 


Badge:  -  Lus  nan  cnaimhseag,  or  Braoileag 
(Red  Whortleberry) 


This  Clan  associated  themselves  and  took  protection  of  and 
under  William  Mackintosh  (VII.)  of  Mackintosh  prior  to  1350, 
and  have  ever  since  been  regarded  as  a  sept  of  Clan  Chat tan. 

Kinrara,  in  his  history  (1676),  says:  ’'The  Davidsons,  styled 
of  Xnvemahaven,  in  Badenoch,  were  according  to  common  tradition, 
originally  a  branch  of  the  Comyns."  After  the  downfall  of  the 
Comyns,  Donald  Du  of  Invemahaven  associated  himself  with  Clan 
Chattan,  married  a  daughter  of  Angus  (VI)  of  Mackintosh,  and 
became  a  leading  member  of  Clan  Ghattan.  The  favour  shown  to  him 
by  the  Captain  of  Clan  Chat tan  roused  the  jealousy  of  another 
tribe,  a  jealousy  which  brought  about  thevirtual  extinction  of 
the  Davidsons. 

The  Davidsons,  called  Clann  Da'idh  from  their  first  known 
leader,  David  Du  of  Invemahaven,  were  chief  actors  in  the  two 
notable  battles  -  Invemahaven  (1370)  and  the  North  Inch  of 
Perth  (1396),  and  the  losers  in  both  battles. 

The  leading  families  are  the  Davidsons  of  Cant ray,  in 
Inverness,  and  the  Davidsons  of  Tulloch,  in  Ross-shire. 

About  the  year  1700  Alexander  Davidson  of  Davidson  in 
Cromarty,  married  Miss  Bayne,  and  it  is  stated  purchased  Tulloch 
from  his  father-in-law.  The  Baynes  of  Tulloch  were  for  many 
generations  of  great  position  and  influence  in  Ross-shire. 

Tulloch  Castle  is  of  ancient  date,  the  keep  having  been  built 
in  1166,  and  other  parts  of  it  in  1665.  A  branch  of  this  family 
entered  the  service  of  France  in  the  seventeenth  century,  having 
proved  their  descent  to  be  noble  for  six  generations  prior  to 
July  1629,  as  shown  by  the  “Livre  d*0r"  in  the  imperial  archives 
of  France.  At  the  clan-battle  of  Harlaw,  1411,  the  citizens  of 
Aberdeen  were  led  by  Lord  Provost  Davidson,  who  fell  in  the 
Battle. 

The  Davidsons  are  said  to  have  been  almost  annihilated 
at  the  battle  of  North  Inch,  Perth,  in  1396.  Davidson  of 
Tulloch  was  latterly  regarded  as  Chief. 
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DAVIDSON 


FAMILY 


Edited  by- 
Alexander  Du  Bin 


The  Historical  Publication  Society 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

1951 
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DAVIDSON  FAMILY 


The  Scotch-Irish  are  of  Anglo-Saxon  origin,  and  originally 
came  into  the  lowlands  of  Scotland.  The  termination  "son'*  indicates 
a  descent  from  the  Vikings,  that  wondrous  race  of  naval  heroes  in 
the  early  middle  ages. 

Clan  Chat tan  is  a  celebrated  confederation  of  Clans,  a  confed¬ 
erated  Clan  of  Scottish  Highlands,  founded  in  the  reign  of  David  I 
of  Scotland,  commonly  called  Saint  David  (1124-1153),  and  is  composed 
of  various  clans,  among  which  is  McDhai  or  Davidson.  Every  one  of 
the  confederated  Clans  has  its  own  tartan.  That  of  the  Davidson 
may  be  found  in  "Scottish  Clans  and  Their  Tartans." 

Gillecattan  Mohr  was  the  chief  of  the  Clan  Chattan  Confedera¬ 
tion.  His  sons  were  Muirach  Mohr  (MacPherson  Clan),  and  Dhai  Dhu. 

The  descendants  of  the  latter  are  called  Clan  Dhai.  Moroch  na-n 
Gaodhael  (or  "Moroch  of  the  Gael")  was  ancestor  of  Mac  Daibhidh, 
anglicized  MacDavid  (son  of  David)  and  modernized  Davidson. 

They  are  the  Clan  Kay  of  Sir  Walter  Scott  and  Inch  of  Perth 
celebrity  (1396).  The  Davidsons  owned  large  possessions  in 
Badenoch,  and  were  a  powerful  and  influential  Clan  in  the  14th. 
century. 


The  earliest  ancestor  on  record  of  this  particular  Davidson 
family  was  William  Davidson,  Secretary  of  State  and  Privy  Councillor 
of  Queen  Elizabeth  of  England  in  1568,  who  was  bom  about  1538. 
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The  connection  of  William  Davison  with  the  fate  of  Mary  Queen 
of  Scots,  has  obtained  for  him  the  notice  both  of  historians  and 
biographers,  and  he  is  in  a  great  degree  identified  with  that  event. 
For  few  men  have  so  severely  experienced  the  vicissitudes  attendant 
on  public  life,  or  suffered  so  cruelly  from  the  selfish  policy  and 
injustice  of  their  sovereign  as  William  Davison.  Even  his  enemies 
admitted  the  unblemished  integrity  of  his  political  character, 
talents  and  accomplishment,  and  that  he  was  one  of  the  most  virtuous 
and  able  men  of  the  kingdom. 

According  to  "The  Bar don  Papers",  documents  relating  to  the 
imprisonment  and  trial  of  Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  by  the  Royal 
Historical  Society  of  London,  and  others: 

"Queen  Elizabeth  hesitated  a  long  time  before  she  could  agree 
to  Mary's  execution.  When  she  signed  the  death  warrant  and  it  had 
been  executed,  she  tried  to  shift  the  responsibility  for  it  upon  the 
shoulders  of  her  Secretary  William  Davison.  But  the  latter  had 
produced  all  papers  showing  she  had  given  him  the  command." 

"Someone  had  to  be  a  scapegoat  -  for  political  purposes  -  and 
Davison  was  chosen.  He  was  tried  for  contempt  by  Her  Majesty, 
found  guilty  and  sent  to  the  Tower.  Was  released  after  two  years, 
but  the  expense  and  fines  reduced  him  to  poverty  and  illness,  so  that 
he  died  December  21,  1603,  in  Ireland  where  he  ted  moved." 

The  only  information  regarding  his  family  is  that  which 
William  Davison  himself  mentioned  in  his  memoirs;  that  he  was 
descended  from  an  ancient  Scotch  family,  that  he  was  the  son  of 
Richard  Davison,  and  the  grandson  of  Francis  Davison.  That  is  all 

he  mentioned  regarding  his  family  and  no  additional  information 
has  been  found  since  then. 
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Royal  Lineage  -  -  -  Descendants  of  William  Davison 


William  Davison  married  Catherine  Spelman,  daughter  of  Francis 
and  Mary  (Hill)  Spelman.  Mary  Hill  was  the  daughter  of  Richard  Hill 
(Sgt.  to  Henry  VIII)  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  Isley,  the  latter  the 
daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Isley  and  Elizabeth  Guildford, the  daughter  of 
Sir  Richard  Guildford,  Knight  of  the  Garter,  and  his  wife  Anne  Pyne. 

(William  Davison  was  given  a  Coat-of-Arms  by  the  College  of 
Heralds  after  his  marriage.) 

Through  his  marriage  to  Catherine  Spelman,  William  Davison  and 
his  descendants  became  connected  with  many  noble  and  royal  lines. 

To  Sir  Richard  Guildford,  Knight  of  the  Garter,  Lord  Treasurer 
Burleigh,  Earl  of  Leicester,  and  numerous  other  distinguished 
personages  and  families. 

William  Davison,  upon  his  release  from  prison,  settled  in 
Dublin,  Ireland.  From  1600  and  on  many  Scotch  and  English  settlers  - 
for  various  reasons  -  came  to  Northern  Ireland,  settling  chiefly  in 
the  Province  of  Ulster.  These  colonies  of  Scotchmen  contained  many 
members  of  the  families  of  Davison  and  Alexander  and  Davidson. 

William  Davison  and  Catherine  Spelman  had  6  children: 

(1)  Francis  Davison,  son  and  heir,  born  about  1570,  died  1620;  editor. 

(2)  Christopher  Davison,  Colonial  Secretary  of  Virginia  in  1621. 

(3)  William  Davison,  banker  of  Dublin,  Ireland. 

(4)  Walter  Davison,  born  about  1590;  soldier  in  the  low  countries, 

and  a  well  known  poet. 

(5)  a  daughter,  who  married  a  Townley. 

(6)  Catherine,  who  married  a  Buncombe . 
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From  16 88  and  on,  thousands  of  the  Scotch-Irish  emigrated 
to  America.  They  left  for  various  reasons:  Adventure,  ambition, 
political  and  religious  persecution.  They  embraced  the  doctrines 
of  the  Reformation  in  the  principles  of  John  Knox,  and  soon  began 
to  be  persecuted.  To  a  man  they  became  Calvinists,  Presbyterians, 
successors  to  Knox. 

They  settled  in  Philadelphia,  York,  Lancaster  and  Northampton 
Counties  in  Pennsylvania,  and  in  northern  Maryland.  From  1720  to 
1750,  12,000  Scotch-Irish  settled  in  Pennsylvania.  Then  many  of 
them  started  southward  in  search  of  richer  land.  Crossing  the 
Potomac,  they  passed  into  the  Valley  of  Virginia.  But  once  again 
the  tide  of  emigration  started  South,  and  the  emigrants  found  new 
homes  in  Rowan  and  Mecklenburg  Counties  in  North  Carolina  arid  South 
Carolina;  then  to  Georgia,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  by  degrees  into 
the  entire  Southwest. 

Among  these  were  the  Davidsons  and  the  Alexanders,  and  it  is 
without  doubt,  that  all  were  related.  No  names  occur  so  often  in 
the  Mecklenburg  Declaration  of  Independence,  as  theirs;  no  men 
performed  their  parts  more  faithfully  and  courageously  in  the 
Revolutionary  War. 


The  line  of  this  particular  Davidson  family  comes  from 
William  Davison,  the  third  son  of  William  Davison,  Secretary  to 
Queen  Elizabeth,  who  settled  with  his  father  in  Dublin,  Ireland. 
This  William  Davison  became  a  banker  in  Dublin,  Ireland,  married 
and  had  a  large  family. 


16 


■ 

< 


WILLIAM  DAVISON,  third  son  of  the  William  Davison,  Secretary 
to  Queen  Elizabeth,  was  born  at  Dublin,  Ireland  in  1577.  He  was 
a  banker  and  married  Janet  Scobie  in  1605 .  A  son,  Captain  William 
Davison,  born  in  1609  at  Dublin,  Ireland,  married  Timothea  Belayse 
in  1637.  He  died  in  1684. 

A  son,  WILLIAM  DAVISON,  was  born  in  Dublin,  Ireland  in  1640. 

He  was  a  lawyer  and  married  Joan  Pennyman.  He  died  in  1705.  They 
had  a  son,  CORNET  WILLIAM  DAVISON,  who  was  born  in  1690  in  Dublin, 
Ireland,  and  married  Sarah  Armstrong. 

This  Cornet  William  Davison,  great  grandson  of  William  Davison, 
the  banker  of  Dublin,  Ireland,  and  great  great  grandson  of  Secretary 
William  Davison,  together  with  two  brothers,  George  and  John,  refused 
to  obey  orders  in  battle  between  the  Irish  and  British.  They  were 
court-martialed,  escaped  -  with  William's  brother-in-law,  Colonel 
Armstrong,  to  America,  They  first  lived  in  Philadelphia,  but  after¬ 
wards  settled  in  Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania.  Cornet  William 
Davison  was,  at  the  time  of  his  arrival  in  Pennsylvania,  just  19 
years  of  age.  The  Sarah  Armstrong  whom  he  married  was  the  daughter 
of  the  Colonel  Armstrong  just  mentioned. 

Cornet  William  Davison  had  three  sons:  John,  Samuel  and 
George.  All  three  sons  were  born  in  Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania, 
and  all  added  the  "d"  to  their  names  -  DAVIDSON.  They  removed  to 
Rockbridge  County,  Virginia,  and  then  to  North  Carolina  in  1750, 
settling  in  Iredell,  Rowan  County,  North  Carolina,  where  grants  of 
land  were  issued  to  them. 

George  Davidson,  the  youngest  of  the  three  brothers,  was 
Captain  of  Militia,  settled  in  Rowan  County,  North  Carolina; 
married  Mary  Lee,  and  had  three  sons,  William  Lee,  George  and 

17 


■ 

'  i 


Samuel.  William  Lee  Davidson,  bora  in  Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania, 
in  1746,  was  the  noted  Revolutionary  soldier,  General  William  Lee 
Davidson,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Cowan's  Ford,  February  1, 
1781.  A  monument  was  erected  to  him  on  the  battle  ground  of  Guilford 
Courthouse,  and  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee  have  each  honored  his 
fame  with  the  name  of  Davidson  County  and  the  institution  of  learning, 
Davidson  College. 

Samuel  Davidson,  brother  of  the  above  George  Davidson,  moved  to 
Virginia  and  then  to  North  Carolina. 

John  Davidson,  the  elder  brother  of  Samuel  and  George  Davidson, 
was  born  in  1720,  moved  to  Virginia  and  then  to  Iredell,  Rowan  County, 
North  Carolina  in  1750.  This  John  Davidson  was  prominent  and  active 
in  the  Revolutionary  War,  being  an  officer  in  the  military  organization 
of  North  Carolina,  and  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  and  Corres¬ 
pondence  of  Rowan  County,  North  Carolina.  John  Davidson  married  Mrs, 
Elizabeth  Morrison,  and  had  five  sons  and  three . daughters  as  follows: 
William  -  of  whom  below;  Samuel,  twin  to  William  (killed  by  the 
Indians);  John  (moved  to  Tennessee  and  was  killed  by  the  Indians); 
George  (moved  to  Tennessee);  Thomas  (moved  to  South  Carolina); 

Rachel  (married  John  Alexander);  Margaret  (married  Ephraim  McLean 
and  settled  in  Tennessee);  and  Elizabeth  (married  James  Smith). 


WILLIAM  DAVIDSON,  the  eldest  of  the  above  eight  children,  was 
bom  in  Virginia  in  1753.  He  and  his  wife  came  to  Warren  County, 
Georgia  to  accept  a  "bounty  of  land  due  them  respectively  for  services 
during  the  last  war  with  Great  Britian  in  what  was  called  the  'Georgia 
Continental  Establishment'".  He  was  a  planter  and  Lieutentant  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  Later  he  moved  to  Alabama,  where  he  died  in  1849. 
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He  married  (l)  in  1789,  Frances  Childreth,  who  was  born  in  1759  and 
died  in  1802.  He  married  (2)  in  Alabama  in  1807,  Sarah  Geesling.  *' 

He  is  buried  in  Tuscaloosa,  Alabama. 

By  the  above  first  marriage  to  Frances  Childreth,  there  were  five 
children,  all  born  in  Warren  County,  Georgia,  as  follows: 
t  (1)  JOHN  DAVIDSON 

(2)  Joseph  Davidson,  born  1792,  died  unmarried 

(3)  Sarah  Davidson,  born  1794,  married  Mala chi  McMath  ** 

(4)  Francis  Davidson,  born  1796,  died  unmarried 

(5)  Oliver  Davidson,  of  whom  further 


*  Later  research  shows  that  William  Davidson  married  Sarah  Geesling 
in  December,  1805  in  Warren  County,  Georgia.  This  information  is 
found  in  the  Marriage  Book  of  1794-1814,  page  17. 


Warren  County,  Georgia,  Marriage  Book  of  1811-1825,  shows 
Sally  Davidson  married  Malachijah  McMath  on  January  1,  1813. 
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JOHN  DAVIDSON  had  three  brothers  and  one  sister.  They 
were  as  follows: 

1.  John  Davidson,  of  whom  we  have  written 

2.  Joseph  Davidson,  born  1792,  unmarried 

3.  Sarah  Davidson,  bora  1794,  married  Malachi  Me Nath 

4.  Francis  Davidson,  bom  1796,  died  unmarried 

5.  Oliver  Davidson,  born  1800,  died  1849;  married  in  1823  to 
Harriet  Anne  Davenport. 

Issue: 

1.  Francis  (Frank)  Davidson,  born  1825 

2.  Sallie  Davidson,  bom  1827 

3.  Anne  Davidson,  born  1829 

4.  John  Davidson,  born  1830 

5.  Samuel  Monroe  Davidson,  bom  1832,  died  1915.  Married 
in  1859  to  Regina  Park,  she  born  1839,  died  1871,  the 
daughter  of  Andrew  K.  and  Alethea  (Barron)  Park. 

Issue: 

1.  Thenie  Alethea  Davidson,  bom  1863 

2.  Annie  Zulieka  Davidson,  born  186? 

3.  Regina  Park  Davidson,  born  1871,  died  1906; 
married  1891  to  William  Lucius  Pinkston. 

Issue: 

1.  Eleanor  Almira  Pinkston,  born  1892; 
married  in  1917  to  Charles  Albert 
Stokes,  Captain  USA;  died  September 
1944. 

Issue: 

1.  Regina  Pinkston  Stokes,  bom 
1921;  married  1943  to  Henry 
Jewett  Barnes,  Captain  USA, 
Reserve.  Lives  Greenville,  Ga. 

2.  Regina  Park  Pinkston,  bom  1896 

3.  Alethea  Tucker  Pinkston,  Born  1902. 

6.  Calvin  Davidson,  bom  1834,  died  1884 

7.  Thomas  Jefferson  Davidson,  born  1836 

8.  Elizabeth  Davidson,  bom  1839,  died  1896 

9.  Amanda  Davidson,  born  1842,  died  1922. 
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EXCERPTS 

From  the  "LIFE  OF  WILLIAM  DAVISON11 

by 

Nicholas  Harris  Nicholas,  London. 

Printed  by  and  for  John  Nicholas  and  Son 

25  Parliament  Street 
in  1823 


Including  quotations  from  this  book  about 

WILLIAM  DAVISON 
Secretary  of  State 
and 

Privy  Counsellor 
to 

QUEEN  ELIZABETH 

His  Will  and  A  GENEALOGICAL  TABLE 

shewing  the  connection  between 
WILLIAM  DAVISON,  Secretary  of  State 
to  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  LORD  BURLEIGH, 
the  Earl  of  IEICESTER,  SIR  JOHN  CHEKE, 

SIR  PHILIP  SYDNEY,  BACON  VISCOUNT  ST.  ALBANS, 
and  other  distinguished  Personages. 
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WILLIAM  DAVISON 
Secretary  of  State 
and 

Privy  Counsellor 
to 

QUEEN  ELIZABETH 


Quoted  from  "Life  of  William  Davison"  by  Nicholas  Harris  Nicholas,  Esq,, 
of  the  Inner  Temple,  London,  1823.  Pages  200-212 

"He  died  on  the  21st.  or  22nd.  of  December,  1608,  and  was  buried  at 
Stepney  on  the  24th,  of  that  month.  The  registry  of  that  church  con¬ 
tains  the  following  entry,  among  the  burials: 

"December  1608,  William  Davison,  of  Stepnie,  Esquire, 

Sometyme  Secretary  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  xxiij  day." 

"His  exact  age  cannot  be  ascertained,  but  it  is  most  likely  that 
he  was  very  old;  for  allowing  that  he  was  only  twenty-five  when  sent 
into  Scotland  in  1566,  he  must  at  the  time  of  his  death  have  been 
nearly  seventy,  and  the  probability  is,  that  he  was  much  older. 

"The  public  character  of  this  unfortunate  Statesman  has  been  so 
fully  delineated  in  the  preceding  pages,  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  add 
to  what  has  already  been  said.  The  integrity  by  which  it  was  uniformly 
marked,  emanated  from  those  principles  of  piety  of  which  he  has  left 
strong  evidence,  (Note:  Vide  two  papers  in  Harl.  MSS.  290,  f> 271, 272, 
the  one  proving  "that  afflictions  are  profitable  to  the  children  of  God;" 
and  the  other  a  religious  "description  of  our  lives  by  the  adjuncts, 
short  and  miserable.") 

"In  private  life  he  appears  to  have  exercised  every  endearing  duty, 
and  to  his  children  he  was  a  kind  and  indulgent  parent.  Of  his  person 
there  is  no  other  information  than  the  remark  made  on  it  by  an  indivi¬ 
dual  who  was  present  at  his  trial,  from  which  it  appears  that  he  was  a 
handsome  man,  with  a  grave  expression  of  countenance,  and  possessed  of 
a  fine  voice:  his  temper  was  peculiarly  mild  and  benign,  his  manners 
urbane  and  persuasive;  and  he  has  been  described  "as  the  sweetest  man 
living."  (Lloyd’s  State  Worthies.) 

"His  abilities  are  sufficiently  shewn  by  the  success  which  attended 
his  diplomatic  exertions;  and  besides  the  correspondence  connected  with 
those  missions,  there  are  several  other  articles  written  by  him  and 
preserved  in  the  British  Museum,  some  of  which  display  considerable 
talent:  of  these  his  letter  to  Elizabeth,  dissuading  her  from  a  peaoe 
with  Spain,  written  in  1587,  which  is  of  great  length,  and  exhibits  much 
political  knowledge,  and  his  instructions  for  a  traveler,  intended  for 
his  son,  merit  attention.  There  are  also  one  or  two  poetical  effusions, 
but  they  are  scarcely  worthy  of  notice.  A  copy  of  one  of  them,  however,  is 
inserted.  It  was  probably  written  after  his  dismissal  from  office; 
and  his  misfortunes  appear  to  have  been  the  only  subject  on  which  his 
Muse  employed  herself: 

Virtue  and  learning  were,  in  former  time. 

Sure  ladders  by  which  a  man  might  clime 
To  honour's  seat;  but  now  they  will  not  hold, 

Unless  the  mounting  steps  be  made  of  gold. 
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"As  a  genealogist  he  was  much  more  fortunate  than  as  a  poet;  and 
his  compilation  of  pedigrees,  chiefly  relating  to  the  nobility  of 
Scotland,  attest  his  information  on  that  subject  to  have  been  far  from 

contemptible. 

"The  attempt  to  discover  the  spot  where  Davison  was  interred  was 
unsuccessful:  not  the  slightest  memorial  of  him  exists  besides  his 
virtues  and  his  misfortunes.  But  these  are  imperishable  monuments; 
and  whilst  the  fate  which  befell  this  celebrated  Statesman,  must  ever 
tarnish  the  splendid  actions  which  distinguish  the  reign  of  Elizabeth, 
it  will  afford  this  useful  and  important  lesson,  that  although  ingrati¬ 
tude  and  neglect  may  await  the  most  faithful  services,  yet  that  succeed¬ 
ing  ages  will  amply  atone  for  temporary  injustice,  by  bestowing  on  those 
who  have  unmeritedly  suffered  from  the  selfishness  of  a  vindictive 
Sovereign,  their  sympathy,  their  respect,  and  their  admiration. 

"To  the  Life  of  William  Davison  some  particulars  respecting  his 
family,  one  of  whom  is  well  known  for  his  poetical  talents,  will  not, 
it  is  presumed,  be  deemed  an  uninteresting  addition.  His  will,  which 
was  written  with  his  own  hand  a  few  days  before  his  death,  affords 
considerable  information  about  his  domestic  affairs;  and  a  copy  of 
it  has  therefore  been  obtained. 

"Extracted  from  the  Registry  of  the  Prerogative 
Court  of  Canterbury." 

"In  the  NAME  OF  COD,  AMEN:  The  eighteenth  day  of 
December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  eight, 

I,  William  Davison,  of  Stepney,  in  the  County  of  Middlesex,  Esquire; 
being  weak  in  body  but  of  good  and  perfect  memory,  through  God's 
goodness,  make  this  my  last  will  and  testament,  in  manner 'and  form 
following: 

First .  I  bequeath  my  soul  into  the  hands  of  my  most  gracious  and 
merciful  God  in  Jesus  Christ,  through  whose  merits  only  I  expect  and 
wait  for,  with  all  His  Saints,  a  happy  and  blessed  resurrection  at  His 
glorious  and  bright  appearance;  my  body  I  bequeath  to  be  buried  in 
Christian  and  comely  sort;  and  touching  the  disposition  of  my  outward 
estate,  whereas  it  pleased  the  King's  Majesty  to  grant  unto  me  the 
office  of  Clerk  of  the  Treasury  and  Warrants,  and  Custos  Brevium  of 
the  King's  Bench,  for  the  tern  of  my  natural  life,  and  after  my  death 
to  George  Binge,  of  Wrotham,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  Esquire;  and 
Henry  Binge,  of  Gray ' s-Inn,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  Esquire;  for 
tem  of  tneir  natural  lives,  successively  one  after  another,  whose 
names  were  used  only  of  trust  by  me,  the  benefit  of  the  said  office  to 
be  wholly  to  me  and  my  assigns  during  the  lives  of  them  and  the  longer 
liver  of  them.  And  whereas,  I  have  always  found  the  said  George  Binge 
and  Henry  Binge  my  kind  and  loving,  and  most  faithful  friends,  and  that 
they  the  said  George  Binge  and  Henry  Binge  stand  engaged  for  me,  and 
monies  by  me  owing  to  divers  and  sundry  persons  in  great  sums  of  money. 
And  whereas,  I  have  also  mortgaged  to  the  said  George  Binge  and  his 
heirs  the  house  at  Stepney,  wherein  I  dwell,  with  the  gardens,  orchards, 
and  other  commodities  thereto  belonging,  for  the  payment  of  seven  hun¬ 
dred  pounds,  at  a  day  yet  to  come,  which  money  being  satisfied  and  paid, 


23 


. 


■ 


. 


- 


■ 


together  with  such  damages  as  shall  grow  for  the  forbearance,  I  nothing 
doubt  but  the  said  George  Binge  will  hold  himself  satisfied,  though  money 
be  not  paid  at  the  very  time  appointed  for  the  redemption  of  it.  And 
having  a  great  desire  that  the  said  George  Binge  and  Henry  Binge  should 
first  and  before  all  pay  themselves,  and  to  the  end  no  other  of  my 
creditors  may  be  unpaid;  and  yet,  my  sons  and  daughters  have  some  rea¬ 
sonable  and  competent  maintenance,  I  do  therefore  appoint  my  said  house 
and  land  in  Stepney  to  be  sold  by  the  said  George  Binge  and  Henry  Binge, 
or  the  survivor  of  them,  at  their  good  pleasure;  and  the  money  thereof 
coming  to  go  towards  the  payment  of  such  debts  as  I  owe  to  them,  or  as 
they  stand  bound  for  with  me  or  for  my  debt. 

Also,  I  will  that  the  said  George  Binge  and  Henry  Binge,  or  one 
of  them,  shall  exercise  my  said  office,  and  the  profits  thereof  coming, 
receive  and  take  until  such  time  as  they  shall  or  may  have  levied  there¬ 
by,  and  by  the  sale  of  my  said  house  and  lands,  and  of  my  goods,  suffi¬ 
cient  to  pay  themselves,  whom  my  desire  is  to  have  first  of  all  satis¬ 
fied,  all  such  sums  of  money  as  I  owe  unto  them,  or  as  they  stand  bound 
for  as  aforesaid;  and  afterwards  to  my  son  Buncombe  all  such  sums  p£ 
money  as  I  owe  unto  him,  or  he  standeth  bound  for  me;  and  then  to  all 
other  my  creditors  the  profits  of  the  said  office  to  be  by  them  employed 
and  bestowed  in  manner  hereafter  following,  that  is  to  say:  that  they 
do  yearly  at  the  four  usual  quarters  of  the  year,  by  even  portions  pay 
out  of  the  profits  of  the  said  office,  to  Francis  Davison,  mine  eldest 
son,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  of  lawful  money  of  England;  and  to 
Christopher  Davison,  my  second  son,  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds  of  like 
lawful  money;  and  to  William  Davison,  my  third  son,  the  sum  of  thirty 
pounds  of  like  lawful  money;  and  to  my  sister  Anne  Carpenter,  widow, 
ten  pounds  yearly;  and  also,  that  they  do  pay  yearly  for  and  towards 
the  satisfying  of  the  portions  of  my  two  daughters  that  are  married 
these  sums  following,  that  is  to  say:  to  my  son  Towneley,  his  executors 
or  assigns,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  of  lawful  money  of  England 
yearly,  the  two  first  years  after  my  death  and  fifty  pounds  the  year 
next  following,  which  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  the  residue 
of  the  portion  for  mine  eldest  daughter's  marriage  money;  and  to  my 
son  Buncombe,  his  executors  or  assigns,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds 
of  like  lawful  money,  till  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  be  fully 
paid,  being  the  portion  for  my  second  daughter's  marriage  money,  which 
five  hundred  pounds  being  paid,  then  the  bond  which  I  stand  bound  in  to 
my  son  Buncombe,  or  some  other  for  him,  to  be  taken  in  and  cancelled; 
and  the  residue  of  the  profits  of  the  said  office,  that  they  the  said 
George  Binge  and  Henry  Binge  do  receive  and  take  for  and  towards  the 
satisfying  of  my  said  debts;  and  after  sufficient  be  levied  for  the 
payment  of  all  and  singular  my  said  debts,  and  my  two  daughters  said 
portions,  then  my  will  is,  and  I  do  earnestly  desire  the  said  George 
Binge  and  Henry  Binge  to  assign  and  set  over  the  said  office,  and  all 
the  profits  thereof,  together  with  the  execution  of  the  said  office, 
to  the  said  Christopher  Davison,  my  second  son,  upon  sufficient  se¬ 
curity  by  him  first  put  in,  to  the  said  George  Binge  and  Henry  Binge, 
as  well  to  pay  to  my  said  son  William  Davison  during  his  life,  and 
after  his  death  to  such  children  as  he  shall  leave  of  his  body,  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  of  lawful  money  of  England  quarterly  as 
aforesaid;  and  also  to  allow  to  my  said  son  Francis  Davison,  during 
his  life,  and  after  his  death  to  such  children  as  he  shall  leave  of 
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his  body,  one  half  of  the  clear  yearly  profits  of  the  said  office.  The 
said  hundred  pounds  by  the  year,  and  the  said  one  half  of  the  yearly  profits 
to  be  so  paid  and  allowed  during  the  natural  lives  of  the  said  George  Binge 
and  Henry  Binge,  or  of  the  longer  liver  of  them;  and  if  my  said  son 
Christopher  Davison  shall  not  be  able,  or  do  not  put  in  sufficient  security 
(as  aforesaid) ,  then  that  the  said  George  3inge  and  Henry  Binge  will  be 
pleased  to  distribute  the  yearly  profits  of  the  office  that  shall  arise  and 
grow( declare),  among  my  said  three  sons  as  aforesaid,  (that  is  to  say)  to 

William,  ny  son,  one  hundred  pounds  yearly,  and  the  residue  of  the 
yearly  profits  equally  to  divide  between  my  said  sons  Francis  and  Christopher, 
for  and  until  such  time  as  my  said  son  Christopher  shall  be  able,  and  do 
put  in  sufficient  security  as  aforesaid;  and  whereas  I  have  also  passed 
over  to  the  said  Henry  Binge  the  profits  of  divers  parcels  of  the  said 
office  for  a  certain  term,  for  his  security  for  five  hundred  (pounds)  of 
thereabouts,  now  I  earnestly  desire  him,  that  he  would  be  pleased  (as  my 

hope  is  he  will),  that  the  said  sura  .  being  satisfied  by  such  means  as 

aforesaid,  with  reasonable  damages  for  the  forbearance,  the  said  parcels  may 
go  in  and  be  accompted  with  the  rest  of  the  said  office,  to  be  employed  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  true  meaning  and  intent  of  these  presents;  and  I  desire  the 
said  George  Binge  and  Henry  Binge  to  be  content  to  take  upon  them  the  bur¬ 
den  of  being  executors  of  this  my  last  will  and  testament,  and  to  appoint 
all  and  singular  ray  goods  and  chattels  to  go  towards  the  payments  of  my 
debts. 

Item,  my  will  and  meaning  is,  that  if  my  said  son  Christopher 
Davison,  shall  at  any  time  put  in  sufficient  security  to  the  said  George 
Binge  and  Henry  Binge,  or  the  survivor  of  them,  to  pay  as  well  the  portions 
before  appointed  to  rry  sons,  and  for  the  marriage  money  of  ray  daughters, 
as  also  ray  debts  in  form  before-mentioned,  that  then  the  said  George  Binge 
and  Henry  Binge  do  forthwith  thereupon  assign  and  set  over  the  said  office 
to  my  said  son  Christopher,  In  witness  of  this  to  be  my  last  will,  I  have 
set  my  hand  to  every  sheet  hereof,  being  three  sheets  in  all,  the  year  and 
day  above said. 

"W.  Davison" 

"This  Will  was  proved  in  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury  on  the 
9th,  of  January  1608-9,  by  the  executors,  and  letters  of  administration 
were  granted  to  the  testator* s  daughter,  Catherine  Buncombe. 

"Mr.  Davison  married  Catherine,  the  daughter  of  Franc is  Spelman, 
younger  son  of  William  Spelman,  of  the  county  of  Norfolk,  and  a  near  rela¬ 
tive  of  the  celebrated  Sir  Henry  Spelman:  Her  mother  was  Mary,  the  daughter 
and  coheiress  of  Richard  Hill,  Esq. ,  serjeant  of  the  wine-cellar  to  Henry 
VIII  by  Elizabeth,  Daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Is ley,  of  Sundridge  in  Kent,  knt. 
This  alliance  connected  Davison,  as  is  shown  by  the  genealogical  table  with 
the  Earl  of  Leicester,  Lord  Burleigh,  Sir  John  Cheke,  the  Byngs  of  Wrotham 
in  Kent,  and  with  other  persons  of  considerable  eminence. 

"At  what  period  this  union  took  place  is  uncertain,  but  probably  about 
the  year  1570.  Of  Mrs,  Davison  nothing  is  known  excepting  that  she  is 
spoken  of  in  Sir  Philip  Sydney* s  letters,  and  that  she  was  living  in  1596: 

As  she  is  not  mentioned  in  Davison*  s  will,  it  is  most  likely  that  she  died 
before  her  husband.  By  her  he  left  issue  Francis,  Christopher,  William 
Walter,  Catherine,  and  another  daughter. 
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"Francis  Davison,  the  eldest  son,  was  born  about  1575.  In  1593  he 
was 'admitted  a  member  of  Gray ' s  Inn;  and  on  the  27tn.  of  May,  1595  (Harl. 
MSS.  38,  f.188)  he  obtained  the  Queen's  license  to  travel  for  three  years 
with  his  tutor,  Edward  Smyth,  M.A.  In  this  license  he  is  described  as 
"Francis  Davison,  of  Gray's  Inn,  Gent."  They  are  allowed  to  take  with  them 
one  servant,  two  horses,  and  fifty  pounds  in  money.  P.  219.  In  1602 
Francis  Davison  published  the  first  edition  of  his  "Poetical  Rhapsody"  con¬ 
taining  a- collection  of  Sonnets,  Odes,  Elegies,  Madrigals,  Epigrams, 
Pastorals,  Eclogues,  with  other  Poems,  which  he  dedicated  to  the  Earl  of 
Pembroke,  to  whom  he  was  distantly  related.  Many  of  these  were  written  by 
his  brother  Walter  and  himself;  but  the  greatest  part  were  the  productions 
of  miscellaneous  authors.  This  work  has  been  pronounced  by  an  able  critic 
to  be  the  most  valuable  and  curious  collection  of  its  day;  and  it  has 
procured  for  its  editor  a  celebrity  which  ranks  him  high  amongst  the  poets 
of  that  age:  It  went  through  four  editions;  the  second  in  1608;  the  third 
in  1611;  and  the  fourth  in  1621.  As  it  had  become  exceedingly  scarce, 

Sir  Egerton  Brydges  has  obliged  the  world  by  republishing  it;  and  he  has 
added  the  versification  of  some  Psalms  by  Francis  Davison  and  his  brother 
Christopher. 

(Note:  These  Psalms  are  taken  from  Harl.  MSS  6930,  which  is  entitled, 
"A  transalation  of  a  few  Psalms  of  David,  by  Mr,  Francis  Davison,  Jo.  Bryan, 
Richard  Gipps,  and  Christopher  Davison."  In  the  first  page  the  following 
complimentary  "introduction  to  as  many  of  the  Psalms  as  are  of  Mr.  Francis 
Davison's  composure"  is  written  by  We  Bagnall: 

These  Psalms,  so  full  of  holy  meditation. 

Which  David  sung  by  heavenly  inspiration, 

Our  souls,  by  as  divine  an  imitation, 

Ravish  and  bless  anew  in  this  transalation. 

Cease  not  this  holy  work,  but  one  by  one, 

Chaunt  o'er  these  heavenly  hymns,  which  may  be  done 
Only  by  David's  self  or  David's  son' . ) 

"The  fate  of  Francis  Davison  remains  enveloped  in  mystery.  The  editor 
to  whom  the  public  are  indebted  for  this  collection  of  his  works  conjectures 
that  he  was  dependant  on  the  Court,  and  died  before  1621. 

P.  222.  "Of  Christopher  Davison,  the  second  son,  very  little  is  known. 
It  is  believed  that  he  was  admitted  a  member  of  Gray's  Inn,  in  the  year 
1597;  and,  excepting  his  being  mentioned  in  his  father's  will,  and  that  he 
transalated  some  Psalms,  the  only  thing  positive  which  has  been  ascertained 
about  him  is,  that  soon  after  his  father's  death  he  presented  a  petition  to 
Parliament  relative  to  the  situation  of  Gustos  Brevium  of  the  King's  Bench, 
in  March  1610. 

P.  225.  "William  Davison,  the  third  son,  is  mentioned  in  his  father's 
will,  and  was,  it  is  presumed,  admitted  of  Gray's  Inn  in  1604.  As  a  pro¬ 
vision  is  made  by  his  father  for  such  children  "as  he  shall  leave",  it  may 
be  inferred  that  he  was  married,  and  perhaps  had  issue;  but  no  other  par¬ 
ticulars  of  him  have  been  found. 

P.  226.  "Walter  Davison,  the  fourth  son,  was  born  about  1580,  and  it 
is  singular  that  he  is  not  named  in  his  father's  will.  He  was  a  poet,  and 
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several  of  his  pieces  are  inserted  in  his  brother's  work.  From  the 
Preface  to  the  second  edition  of  the  Poetical  Rhapsody,  we  learn,  that 
they  were  written  before  he  was  eighteen,  and  that  he  was  by  profession 
a  soldier,  and  at  that  time  was  serving  in  the  Low  Countries.  He  most 
probably  died  young,  and  unmarried. 

"Catherine  Davison  married  _  Dun combe,  and  her  elder  sister 

married  _  Townley;  they  were  both  living  in  1609 . 

"It  is  worthy  of  observation,  that  Francis  Davison  never  interested 
himself  in  his  father's  affairs,  but  that  his  brother  Christopher  should 
have  had  the  management  of  them:  the  indolence  and  imprudence  by  which 
genius  is  too  often  accompanied,  perhaps  disqualified  him  for  such  an 
office.  The  baptismal  name  of  Francis,  was,  it  is  most  likely,  derived  . 
from  his  maternal  grandfather,  and  that  of  Christopher,  from  Christopher 
Coo,  whose  daughter  married  William  Spelman,  his  mother's  grandfather. 
William,  was  of  course,  named  after  his  father,  but  it  is  difficult  to 
account  for  that  of  the  fourth  son,  unless  he  was  called  Walter ,  in  com¬ 
pliment  to  the  father  of  the  Earl  of  Essex. 

P.  227.  If  Christopher  Davison's  petition  to  Parliament  failed,  they  must 
have  been  reduced  to  the  utmost  poverty.  From  the  provision  made  by 
Davison  for  the  children  of  Francis  and  William,  without  any  such  bequest 
to  those  of  his  other  sons,  it  may  be  presumed  that  both  of  them  were 
married.  Their  mother  was  connected  with  the  county  of  Kent  through  the 
Isleys  and  Byngs.  (Note:  It  appears  that  the  Spelmans  were  likewise  con¬ 
nected  with  Kent.  John  Spelman,  Jeweller  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  who  was 
afterwards  knighted  by  James,  having  built  on  the  river  Darent,  about  half 
a  mile  from  Dart  ford  in  that  county,  the  first  paper-mill  which  was  erected 
in  England . )  and  there  is  consequently  presumptive  evidence  that  William 
Davison,  who  was  married  at  Rochester  on  the  3rd  February,  1686-8?,  and  was 
Mayor  of  that  city  in  1714,  and  whose  descendants  are  now  living,  was  the 
grandson  of  one  of  the  sons  of  the  Secretary. 

P.  228.  "The  Byngs  were  connected  with  Rochester,  and  it  is  highly 
probable  that  in  Davison's  distress,  his  most  intimate  friend,  George  Byng, 
of  Wrotham,  which  is  distant  but  a  few  miles  from  that  city,  should  have 
provided  for  one  of  his  younger  sons,  by  putting  him  in  a  profession  or 
business  in  that  neighborhood. 

P.  168.  "It  is  uncertain  how  long  Davison  remained  in  the  Tower,  but 
in  all  probability  he  was  not  released  until  two  or  three  years  after  his 
committal.  Elizabeth's  cruel  injustice  closed  his  public  life:  and  the 
heavy  fine  which  was  imposed  on  him,  together  with  the  loss  of  his  salary, 
reduced  him  to  poverty.  But  his  character  was  even  then  considered  as 
unimpeached; 

P.  169.  "Many  of  his  friends,  and  even  one  of  the  commissioners  who 
condemned  him,  used  their  best  exertions  to  restore  him  to  the  Queen's 
favour,  but  without  success:  He  was  never  again  admitted  to  her  presence." 

P.  198.  "Elizabeth  died  on  the  24th  of  March,  1603:  sixteen  years 
had  consequently  elapsed  since  Davison's  dismissal;  and  as  the  fine  levied 
on  him  by  the  Star  Chamber  had  exhausted  his  private  fortune,  it  is  diffi¬ 
cult  to  imagine  on  what  funds  he  subsisted  in  that  period,  excepting  it 
was  on  those  sums  in  his  will,  he  states  himself  to  be  indebted  to  his 
friends. 
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"In  the  year  1578,  the  Queen  granted  him  the  reversion  of  the  situ¬ 
ations  of  Gustos  Brevium  of  the  King1 s  Bench  and  Clerk  of  the  Treasury 
and  Warrants,  i/hen  he  came  into  possession  of  these  places  is  uncertain, 
but  as  he  had  no  other  means  of  providing  for  his  family,  he  solicited 
his  Majesty,  King  James,  to  grant  those  offices  after  his  demise  to  George 
Byng,  of  Wrotham,  in  Kent,  and  Henry  Byng,  of  Gray’s  Inn,  Esquires,  on 
trust,  the  profits  arising  therefrom  to  be  supplied  to  the  payment  of  his 
debts,  and  for  the  provision  of  his  children. 

P.  199  "On  the  25th.  of  July,  1607,  his  Majesty  granted  his  letters 
patent  for  complying  with  Davison’s  request.  It  reflects  much  honour  on 
James  that  he  should  have  surmounted  the  prejudice  which  he  must  have  nat¬ 
urally  felt  against  one  accused,  and  even  convicted  of  causing  his  mother's 
death,  by  allowing  himself  to  be  persuaded  of  his  innocence;  and  by  thus 
serving  him,  he  testified  to  the  world  that  such  was  his  view  of  the 
Davison  case. " 
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From  '‘LIFE  OF  WILLLiM  DAVISON"  by  Nicholas  Harris  Nicholas,  London, 
printed  by  and  for  John  Nichols  and  Son,  25  Parliament  Street, 
1823: 

A  GENEALOGICAL  T.lBLE, 
shewing  the  connection  between 
WILLIAM  DAVISON,  Secretary  of  State 
to  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  LORD  BURLEIGH, 

The  Earl  of  LEICESTER,  SIR  JOHN  CHEKE, 

SIR  PHILIP  SYDNEY,  BACON  VISCOUNT  ST.  4IBANS, 
and  other  distinguished  Personages. 


Sir  Richard  Guildford  mar.  Anne,  dau.  of  .  .  .  P^mpe,  1st  Wife 
Knight  of  the  Garter  :  _ _ _ _ _ _ 


Sir  Thomas  Isley,  of  ; 

Sund ridge  Co.  Kent  mar.  Elizabeth  Guilford 

: 


Sir  Edward  Guildford 
Kt. 


Elizabeth  Isley  mar.  Richard 

Hill,  Serjeant  of  the  Wine  Cellar 

to  Henry  VIII,  1st.  husb.  -  Sir  John  Mason 

:  Chancellor  of  the 


mar. 

Elinor,  sister  & 
coheir  of  Thomas  West 
Lord  de  la  Warr 


Duchy  of  Lancaster;  2nd.  husb. 


: 

Margaret  Hill,  dau.  &  coheir 
married  aSir  John  Cheke.  inJLl547. 

Ann  Hill,  dau.  &  coheir,  mar.  1st. 
Bellingham;  2nd.  ..  Lewknor 


MARI  HILL,  dau.  &  coheir 
married  FRANCIS  SPEIMAN, 
younger  son  of  William 
Spelman,  of  the  County  of 
Norfolk,  Esq.  


Frances  Hill,  dau.  &  coheir,  mar. 
Robert  Byng,  of  Wrotham,  Kent. 

• 

George  Byng,  of  Wrotham  co, ,  Kent, 
Esq.,  bo.  1556;  M.P.  for  Rochester 
2?  Eliz . ;  for  Dover  1  Jac.  X.,  the 
intimate  friend  and  executor  of 
Secretary  DAVISON;  ob.  1616; 
ancester  of  the  present  Vise. 
Torrington,  &c. 


Francis  Spelman,  of  Bolebrook 
co.,  Sussex,  living  in  1583 
mar.  Mary,  dau.  &  coheir  of 
Thomas  Isley,  of  Sund ridge, 
co.  Kent;  living  in  1583. 

* 

Katherine  Spelman,  living  in 
1596,  married  WILLIAM  DAVISON. 
Esq.,  Secretary  of  State  and 
Privy  Counsellor  to  Queen 
Elizabeth;  buried  at  Stepney 
24th.  December,  1608 


1. 

2. 

-JHBHBBi-  3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 


FRANCIS  DAVIS®!,  son  &  heir,  born  circa  1570 

supposed  to  have  died  circa  1620, 
CHRISTOPHER  DAVISON,  living  1610 
WILLIAM  DAVISON,  living  1609 

WALTER  DAVISON,  aet.  above  18  in  1608;  a  soldier 

in  the  Low  Countries 

.  .  .  Eldest  Daughter,  living  1609;  mar.  .  Townley 
Catherine,  second  daughter;  living  1609. 
married  .  .  .  Buncombe 


**-**•*-*  THE  DAVISON  Family  in  America  descends  from  this  WILLIAM  DAVISON, 
according  to  information  developed  in  the  present  record,  1958 
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GENEALOGICAL  TABLE 
continued  -  - 


Sir  Edward  Guildford,  Kt. 
m-.  Elinor  West 


Jane  Guildford,  mar.  John  Dudley,  Duke 

• 

Catherine  Dudley;  ob.  s.p.  1620; 
mar.  Henry,  third  Earl  of  Huntingdon; 
ob.  s.p.  1595 


1.  Sir  Philip  Sydney,  ob.  Sept.  1586, 
aet.  34,  also  styles  Secretary 
DAVISON  "his  cousin";  married 
Frances,  dau.  of  Sir  Francis 
Walsingham,  Secretary  of  State 
to  Queen  Elizabeth 

• 

• 

Elizabeth  Sydney,  dau.  &  heir; 
married  Roger,  5th.  Earl  of 
Rutland;  ob.  s.p.  1612. 


From  "The  Life  of  WILLIAM  DAVISON" : 


of  Northumberland,  K.G. 


Robert  Dudley,  the  celebrated 
Earl  wf  Leicester,  K.G.  ob. 
1588,  s.p.;  styles  Secretary 
DaVISON  "his  cousin". 


Ambrose  Dudley,  Earl  of  Warwick, 
ob .  s.p.  

Guildford  Dudley,  mar.  lady 
Jane  Grey,  beheaded  1553» 

Mary  Dudley,  mar.  Sir  Henry 
Sidney,  K.G.  

• 

2.  Sir  Robert  Sydney,  K.G. 
created  Earl  of  Leicester 
in  1618 

3* *  Sir  Thomas  Sydney 

4.  Mary  Sydney,  to  whom  her  brother 
Sir,  Philip,  dedicated  the 
"Arcadia";  ob.  Sept.  1621,  3rd. 
wife  of  Henry,  Earl  of  Pem- 

broke,  K.G.;  ob.  Jan.  1600-1 

• 

• 

William,  3rd.  Earl  of  Pem¬ 
broke,  K.G.;  to  whom  FRANCIS 
DAVISON  dedicated  "The  Poetical 
Rhapsody";  ob.  s.p. 


He  speaks  of  being  a  guest  of  Sir  James  Melville,  and  he  tells  him  that 
"he  was  come  of  Scotsmen".  He  also  speaks  of  a  "Richard  Davy son"  who 
was  mortally  wounded  in  a  skirmish  in  the  town  of  "Fenwick".  You  see  from 
the  above  table  that  he  was  allied  to  many  persons  of  considerable  import¬ 
ance  -  The  Earl  Leicester,  who  addressed  him  in  all  letters  as  "cousin"; 
to  Sir  William  Cecil,  afterwards  Lord  Burleigh;  and  to  Sir  Henry  Killegrew. 

FRANCIS,  first  son,  died  young  and  was  a  poet  of  some  distinction.  It 
is  strange  that  so  little  of  him  is  known. 

WILLIAM,  the  third  son,  was  admitted  to  Gray’s  Inn  in  1604. 
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THE  DAVIDSON  FAMILY 


DAVIDSQN5  in  North  Carolina 

Excerpts  from  Piedmont  Partison,  The  Life  and  Times  of 
Brigadier-General  William  Lee  Davidson,  by  Chalmers  Gaston 
Davidson,  Davidson  College,  Davidson,  North  Carolina,  1951* 


Page  3: 

How  George  Davison  (and  JOHN  DAVISON,  his  brother)  got  to  Pennsylvania 
and  in  whose  company  are  not  matters  of  record.  Like  hundreds  of  other 
Scotch  Calvinists  who  later  peopled  the  Carolina  Piedmont,  he  lived  for 
sometime  in  the  Quaker  Colony.  His  home  was  in  Lancaster  County,  where 
his  youngest  son  WILLIAM,  was  born  in  1716.  In  the  same  vicinity  lived  his 
numerous  relatives  who  shortly  appeared  with  him  in  North  Carolina. 

During  the  year  1716,  George,  his  brother  JOHN,  and  other  kith  and 
kin  joined  the  caravans  on  the  Great  Waggon  Road  to  the  South  . 

The  Great  Road  from  Pensylvania  to  the  Yadkin  River  in  North  Carolina 
was  about  135  miles  long.  It  led  from  Philadelphia  through  Lancaster,  and 
York,  Pennsylvania,  to  Winchester,  Virginia,  up  the  Shenandoah  Valley, 
across  the  upper  waters  of  the  James  to  the  Roanoke,  thence  down  the  latter 
through  the  Blue  Ridge,  crossing  the  Dan,  and  from  there  to  the  headwaters 
of  the  Yadkin  in  what  is  now  Forsyth  County.  In  the  lower  Piedmont,  the 
Waggon  Road  gave  way  to  the  older  Catawba  Trading  Path,  and  the  bolder 
spirits  pressed  on. 

Page  1: 

George  Davison  probably  took  up  his  first  holdings  in  what  is  now 
southern  Iredell  County,  North  Carolina,  by  squatter  claims.  There  are  no 
lands  grants  recorded  for  him  in  the  year  of  his  arrival.  Brother  JOHN 
had  650  acres  "on  North  Side  of  a  creek  called  Davison  Creek  that  runneth 
into  Catawba  River"  surveyed  for  himself  in  Anson  County  in  1718.  The 
following  year,  George  petitioned  for  and  was  granted  by  Governor  Gabriel 
Johnston,  two  warrants  in  the  same  county  for  300  acres  each. 

Page  5: 

On  which  of  his  tracts  in  the  Catawba  Valley,  George  built  his  log 
cabin,  it  is  now  impossible  to  determine.  Tradition  locates  his  home place 
on  the  east  side  of  Davison's  Creek  to  the  right  of  Centre  Church  road 
which  spurs  went  from  the  modern  Statesville  highway.  George  and  his 
brother  JOHN  were  esconced  early  enough  in  this  locality  to  have  the  creek 
on  which  they  lived  designated  as  "Davison's"  in  grants  from  the  beginning 
of  Anson  in  1718,  Within  a  radius  of  ten  miles  there  grew  up  before  the 
Revolution  a  stubborn  community  of  closely  associated  and  related  Scotch- 
Irishmen.  The  founding  fathers  of  this  fringe  of  civilization  came  from 
the  unpretentious  families  of  Baker,  Brevard,  DAVISON,  Dickey,  Givens, 

Lawson,  McConnel,  McCullock,  McCree,  Osborn,  Reese,  Templeton,  White, 

Wilson,  Winsley  and  others. 

Page  135  -  NOTES: 

A.  H.  Davison,  genealogist  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  concluded  that 
George,  the  father  of  General  William  Lee  Davison,  was  a  son  of  William 
of  Legacorry,  Parish  Shankhill,  County,  Armagh,  Ireland,  whose  will  was 
probated  on  August  30,  1723.  This  will  mentions  two  sons,  George  and  John. 
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Davidson  in  North  Carolina  (continued) 


The  earliest  known  source  of  information  on  the  family  of  George 
Davison  is  a  letter  written  on  June  4,  1875,  by  George  Franklin  Davidson 
of  Iredell  County,  North  Carolina,  to  Judge  Hugh  L.  Davidson,  a  copy 
of  this  letter  was  obtained  from  Mr,  W,  B.  Williamson  of  Asheville,  N,  C, 
George  Franklin  Davidson  states  that  he  obtained  his  information  from 
(Page  136)  his  father,  General  Ephraim  Davidson,  who  died  in  1842. 

Several  errors  are  detectable  in  the  letter,  the  pertinent  part  of  which 
reads: 

"George  and  John  Davidson,  brothers,  in  1748  to  1750,  moved  with 
their  families  from  Pennsylvania  to  Iredell  County,  North  Carolina, 
near  Center  Church.  George  Davidson  had  two  sons,  one  of  whom 
named  George,  died  a  young  man.  The  other  was  General  William 
Davidson  who  was  killed  at  Cowan's  Ford  in  1731,  He  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania  about  1746.  John  Davidson  was  the  father  of  William, 
(your  grandfather)  and  of  George  (my  grandfather)  also  he  had  other 
children:  Samuel,  Thomas,  John  (one-eyed),  daughters  Rachel,  Peggy, 
and  Bitty.  Samuel  was  killed  by  the  Indians,  Rachel  and  Peggy 
nlarried  Alexander  and  Smith  and  have  descendants  here.  Bitty 
married  Ephraim  McLean  and  went  to  Kentucky." 

Page  138  -  NOTES 

W.  A.  Graham,  "General  William  Lee  Davidson",  North  Carolina 
Booklet,  XIII,  July  1913,  states  that  "after  reaching  his  majority,  he 
made  his  home  prior  to  his  marriage  with  his  cousin,  Major  George  Davidson." 
If  William  Lee  lived  with  George,  it  was  as  a  youth,  for  he  was  married 
at  twenty-one.  George  and  Catherine  Davidson  are  buried  in  Centre  Church¬ 
yard,  both  died  in  1814;  he  being  86,  she  83  years  of  age. 

The  older  children  were  contempories  of  William  Lee.  George's 
will  (Iredell  County  Will  Book  I,  337)  leaves  his  resident  plantation  to 
his  son  Ephraim,  whose  house  on  Davidson's  Creek  is  still  standing,  1951. 

Page  139  -  NOTES 

Try on ' s  order  book  mentions  Captain  George  Davidson  and  "Lieutenant 
Will  Davidson"  of  the  Rowan  detachment.  There  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that 
these  are  the  future  General  and  his  cousin,  George,  son  of  George,  died 
young  and  William,  son  of  John,  was  rearing  a  family  and  probably  in  the 
west.  (  .  .  J.  G,  Acklen)  Tennessee  Records,  Bible  Records  and  Marriage 
Bonds,  125) 


DAVIDSONS  IN  IREDELL  COUNTY,  NORTH  CAROLINA 


1790  Census: 

1800  Census: 

1792  - - 

1794-5  - 

1794 

1795 
1805 

1824  - 


George,  William,  Joseph  and  Alex  Davidson 

Alex,  Thomas,  V.dlliam,  George  and  Ephraim  Davidson 

Ephraim  Davidson  first  mentioned  as  buying  land 

George  and  George  Davidson,  Sr.,  both  sold  land 

Alexander  Davidson  bought  land 

Thomas  Davidson  and  William  Davidson  sold  land 

Joseph  Davidson  bought  land 

Samuel  Davidson  sold  land 

-  -  Research  by  T.  E.  Swann,  Statesville,  N.C, 


32 


THE  DAVIDSON  FAMILY 

Davidsons  in  North  Carolina 
MAJOR  JOHN  DAVIDSON 

From  "The  Mecklenburg  Declaration  of  Independence,  May  20,  1775, 

Lives  of  Its  Signers,"  by  George  V/.  Graham,  M.D.,  1905,  The 
Neale  Publishing  Co. 

He  was  son  of  Robert  Davidson,  and  wife,  Mary  Ramsay,  of  Dundee, 
Scotland,  early  settlers  of  Chestnut  Level,  Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania, 
and  born  December  15,  1735.  (Page  134)  With  respectable  education,  and 
reared  to  the  occupation  of  a  farmer,  and  while  yet  a  young  man,  about  1760, 
he  migrated  to  the  Catawba  country  in  North  Carolina.  He  married  Violet, 
daughter  of  Samuel  ’llson,  and  settled  on  the  Catawba  near  Tool's  Ford. 

He  was  a  representative  of  Mecklenburg  County  in  the  Colonial  Legislature 
in  1773,  and  was  one  of  the  members  of  the  Famous  Mecklenburg  Convention 
of  May,  1775. 

In  September  1775  he  was  appointed  second  major  of  Colonel  Thomas  Polk's 
regiment,  and  doubtless  went  with  the  regiment  on  the  Snow  Campaign  at  the 
close  of  the  year  against  the  Tory  insurgents  in  the  region  of  Ninety-Six, 
South  Carolina.  He  was  promoted  to  first  major  of  Mecklenburg  militia  in 
April  1776.  He  was  in  Rutherford's  campaign  against  the  Cherokees.  He  lived 
at  his  old  homestead  on  the  Catawba  until  the  death  of  his  wife  and  marriage 
of  his  children,  when  in  1824,  he  went  to  reside  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  W. 
Lee  Davidson,  near  Davidson  College,  where  he  died  January  10,  1832,  in  Ms 
97th  year,  and  is  buried  in  the  family  burying  ground  at  his  former  home, 
near  Tool’s  Ford,  on  the  Catawba. 

Page  35.  The  date  of  the  adoption  of  the  Mecklenburg  Declaration  is  de¬ 
termined  by  the  following  circumstance:  On  May  20,  1787,  the  12th  anniversary 
of  the  meeting  at  Charlotte,  there  was  born  to  Major  John  Davidson,  one  of 
the  signers,  a  son,  Benjamin  Wilson.  And  in  honor  of  the  Mecklenburg  Decla¬ 
ration  Benjamin  was  called  by  his  father  "My  Independence  Boy, "  and  to  dis¬ 
tinguish  his  identity  in  a  county  abounding  in  "Davidsons"  was  known  among 
the  neighbors  as  "Independence  Ben".  .  .  In  those  days  it  was  not  unusual  in 
Mecklenburg  County  to  call  children  for  public  events,  and  we  find  Col, 

Thomas  Polk,  another  signer,  with  a  nephew  named  Thomas  Independence,  be¬ 
cause  born  July  4,  1786. 

"Certificate  of  John  Davidson, "  -  Beaver  Dam,  October  5,  1830.  . .  As  I 
am,  perhaps,  the  only  person  living,  who  was  a  member  of  that  Convention, 
and  being  far  advanced  in  years,  and  not  having  my  mind  frequently  directed 
to  that  circumstance  for  some  years,  I  can  give  you  but  a  very  succinct  his¬ 
tory  of  that  transaction.  There  were  two  men  chosen  from  each  captain's 
company,  to  meet  in  Charlotte,  to  take  the  subject  into  consideration.  John 
McKnitt  Alexander  and  myself  were  chosen  from  one  company  . . .  When  the  member 
met,  and  were  perfectly  organized  for  business,  a  motion  vjas  made  to  declare 
ourselves  independent  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  which  was  carried  by  a 
large  majority. ...  I  am  confident  that  the  Declaration  of  Independence  by  the 
people  of  Mecklenburg  was  made  at  least  twelve  months  before  that  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States.  —  Signed,  John  Davidson. 


NOTE:  Major  John  Davidson  (1735-1832)  Signer  Mecklenburg  Declaration  of 
Independence  was  a  nephew  of  John  Davidson,  born  about  1720,  the  father  of 
WILLIAM  DAVIDSON,  (1753-1849)  who  married  Frances  Childreth. 
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THE  DAVIDSON  FAMILY 


Davidsons  in  North  Carolina 


Revolutionary  Mr  Service  Vouchers 

J OHN  DAVIDSON :  born  in  Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania,  where  the  "d"  was 
added  to  Davison  about  1720.  He  moved  to  Rockbridge  County,  Virginia, 
thence  to  North  Carolina  in  1750,  settling  in  Iredell,  Rowan  County, 
(originally  Salisbury  District)  North  Carolina  in  1750.  The  following 
voucher,  copied  from^photostat  of  the  original,  is  docamentary  proof.  It 
shows  specie  paid  for  militia  service  of  soldier  from  North  Carolina. 

VOUCHER 

State  of  N.  Carolina  ) 

Salisbury  District  Mo.  8366)  Agreeable  to  an  Act  of  the 
General  Assembly  passed  in  Wake  County  the  14th  July  1781, 

JNQ.  DAVISON  was  allowed  three  pounds  twelve  shillings  specie 
for  Militia  Service  by  the  board  of  Auditors 
May  19th  1784. 

By  Order  T.  Harris  ) 

Ro.  Trotter,  C.  B.  Witt  Cathey  )  Audrs. 

WILLIAM  DAVIDSON ,  eldest  of  the  eight  children  of  the  above  JOHN 
DAVIDSON ,  born  in  Virginia  in  1753. 

VOUCHER 

State  of  N.  Carolina  ) 

Salisbury  District  Mo.  3136)  Agreeable  to  an  Act  of  the 
General  Assembly  passed  in  Wake  County  the  14th  July  1781, 

WM.  DAVISON  was  allowed  four  pounds  eleven  shillings  and 
eight  pence  specie  for  Militia  Service  by  the  board  of 
Auditors  -  July  23,  1783. 

By  Order  David  Wilson  ) 

Ro.  Trotter,  C.  B.  Hitt  Cathey  )  Audrs. 

Photostats  of  the  above  Vouchers  were  obtained  from  the 
North  Carolina  State  Archives. 


\/  v/  » /  \ /  w  w  w  \t  y 

~/\  /»  />  /\  /\  /\  /\  / \"YC 


MRS.  THOMAS  JOHNATHAN  "STONEWALL"  JACKSON 

The  wife  of  the  famous  Confederate  General  T.  J.  "Stonewall"  Jackson 
was  a  descendant  of  the  Major  John  Davidson  branch  of  the  Davidson  Family. 
Isabella,  the  daughter  of  Major  John  Davidson,  married  General  Joseph 
Graham.  Their  daughter,  Mary  Graham,  granddaughter  of  Major  John  Davidson 
married  the  Rev.  R.  H.  Morrison,  a  Presbyterian  minister.  The  Rev.  (Dr.) 
Morrison  was  prominent  in  the  creation  of  Davidson  College  by  the  Presby¬ 
terians  in  North  Carolina  in  1835,  and  was  also  its  president.  His  daughter, 
Anna  Morrison,  married  "Stonewall"  Jackson. 
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THE  DAVIDSON  FAMILY  GENEALOGICAL  TABLE 


THE  DAVIDSON  FAMILY 


JOHN  DAVIDSON,  was  born  January  19,  1792  (date  on  grave  stone) 
in  Warren  County,  Georgia  and  died  May  28,  1862  in  Harris  County, 
Georgia.  He  married  Elizabeth  Nichols  in  Warren  County,  Georgia. 
She  was  born  September  30  1791,  and  died  September  2,  1870. 

Both  are  buried  in  family  cemetery,  nearby  their  home,  in  Harris 
County,  Georgia. 


ISSUE: 

ALBERT  (BIRD)  DAVIDSON,  Major,  U.S.A.,  was  born  March  4,  1812;  died 
January  27,  1895-  Married  Cornelia  Goodman,  born  October  19,  1829; 
died  March  6,  1911,  the  daughter  of  Aaron  and  Elizabeth  (Smith)  Goodman. 
Both  buried  in  Pine wood  Cemetery,  West  Point,  Georgia. 

Issue: 

1.  Columbus  Davidson,  born  July  10,  1848  in  Harris  County,  Georgia. 

Died  March  3,  1926.  Married  18?6  to  Mattie  0.  Hutchinson,  she  born 
March  2,  1854,  the  daughter  of  Nicholas  and  Mary  (Pratt)  Hutchinson 
of  Harris  County,  Georgia.  Both  buried  LaGrange,  Georgia,  Cemetery. 
He  enlisted  1864,  Company  I,  Captain  Moss,  9th.  Georgia  Militia 
Regiment » 

Issue: 

1.  Eunice  Davidson,  born  July  17,  1879,  died  September  3,  1954. 
Married  November  19,  1901  to  Thomas  Leslie  Moss,  he  bora 
February  14,  1878  in  Harris  County,  Georgia,  died  January  20, 

1958  in  Columbus,  Georgia,  the  son  of  Harold  D.  and  Kate  (Leslie) 
Moss  of  Harris  County,  Georgia.  Both  buried  Pinewood  Cemetery, 
West  Point,  Georgia. 

Issue: 

1.  Mattie  Kate  Moss,  born  September  26,  1902,  married  June.';  1, 

1925  to  George  Thomas  Shaman,  he  born  January  25,  1902,  the 
son  of  William  Robert  and  Myrtle  (Roberts)  Sharaan.  Live 
Blanton,  Alabama.  (B,  0.  Rivarview,  Alabama,  Route  #  1.) 

Issue: 

1.  George  Thomas  Sharman,  Jr.,  born  February  21,  1926, 
Langdale,  Alabama.  Married  February  21,  1947  in  Italy 
to  Bruna  Visintin,  she  born  April  6,  192?  in  Italy. 

(They  have  three  children) 

2.  William  Robert  Sharman,  II,  born  March  10,  1931  in 
Charleston,  S.C.  Married  September  14,  1957  to 
Charlene  Burley,  born  October  8,  1936,  Fairfield,  Alabama. 
Live  in  Opelika,  Alabama.  (They  have  three  children) 

2.  Mary  Moss,  born  July  19,  1904,  married  August  1,  1935  to 
Kenneth  Cuthbertson,  born  September  11,  1904  in  Boston.  Live 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,.  No  issue. 

3.  Thomas  Leslie  Moss,  Jr.,  born  October  30,  1905,  married 
January  5,  1945  to  Lee  Columny,  she  born  July  17,  1915.  Live 
Columbus,  Georgia.  (Adopted  daughter,  Leslie  Moss,  born 
May  24,  1951.) 

4.  Bessie  Moss,  born  October  20,  1907.  Died  July  21,  1909. 

Buried  Pinewood  Cemetery,  West  Point,  Georgia 
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A  Century  Ago  in  The  Enquirer 


CAPT  SIKES’  COMPANY 


Capt.  Sikes’  company  of  Mounted  Partici-  \ 
san  Rangers  met  yesterday  according  to  v 
previous  notice  and  was  organized  by  elect¬ 
ing  the  following  officers  by  consent  of 
the  company.  The  election  of  the  non¬ 
commissioned  officers  was  postponed  un¬ 
til  the  company  goes  into  camp  on  the 
18th  inst. : 

J.  H.  SIKES,  Captain 

P.  A.  S.  MORRIS,  1st.  Lieut. 

DR.  L.  W.  PHILIPS.  2d  Lieut. 

J.  W.  WARE,  3rd,  Lieut. 

JOHN  C.  REEDY,  1st  Sergt. 

CLOTHING  MADE  IN  COLUMBUS 

Some  idea  of  the  amount  of  clothing 
manufactured  for  the  Confederate  army  in 
this  city  may  be  derived  from  the  fact 
that  about  240  boxes,  averaging,  we  sup¬ 
pose,  three  feet  square  and  estimated  ,to 
make  12  or  14  car  loads,  have  been  packed 
here  within  a  few  days  past  for  a  portion 
of  Gen.  Bragg’s  army.  All  this  clothing 
was  made  up  in  Columbus  and  its  vicinity, 
and  a  very  large  portion  of  the  material 
v/as  manufactured  here. 

RELIGIOUS  NOTICE 

Rev.  L.  D.  Huston,  D.  D.,  who  will 
preach  at  St.  Luke’s  Church  next  Sabbath, 
at  10:30  o’clock,  a.m.  and  deliver  a  lecture 
to  the  Sabbath  School  children  at  4:30 
p.m  ;  will  also  preach  at  St.  Paul's  Church 
at  8:30  o’clock  p.m. 

MORE  YANKEE  LETTERS 

We  have  received  from  our  diligent  army 
correspondent  “J.T.S.”  several  more  in¬ 
teresting  Yankee  letters  captured  with 
their  camps  near  Richmond.  We  will  give 
them  space  in  our  columns  in  a  day  or 
two  and  the  reader  will  find  them  enter¬ 
taining  and  in  part  amusing. 

BLOCKADE  GOODS 

Messrs.  HULL  &  DUCK  have  been  en¬ 
terprising  enough  to  obtain  a  large  stock 
of  desirable  goods  that  have  run  the  bloc¬ 
kade.  Thus  replenished,  their  assortment 
must  be  quite  a  temptation  to  the  public 
generally  in  these  times  of  scarcity  and 


high  prices.  We  advise  an  early  look  at 
their  stock. 

OBITUARY 

JOHN  DAVIDSON  died  at  his  residence 
in  Harris  county,  Georgia,  on  the  28th 
of  May.  1862,  in  the  71st  year  of  his 
age  He  had  been  afflicted  for  several 
years  with  a  heart  disease,  but  was  not 
complaining  more  than  usual  at  his  death. 
He  fell  dead  as  he  sat  down  at  the  table 
to  eat  his  dinner.  He  has  left  a  wife  and 
a  large  family  of  children  and  relatives 
to  mourn  his  loss.  May  their  loss  be  his 
eternal  gain. 

COUNTERFEIT 

The  first  of  the  Yankee  counterfeit 
Treasury  notes  we  have  seen  was  tend¬ 
ered  to  us  yesterday.  It  was  a  ten  — 
easily  detected  — -  is  a  wood  cut  on  com¬ 
mon  printing  paper,  but  better  printed 
than  the  original  notes  of  that  plate.  The 
signatures  are  also  printed.  The  paper  be¬ 
ing  much  thinner  than  that  first  used  on 
the  Confederate  Treasury  notes,  will  also 
attract  attention.  —  Macon  Telegraph. 

WHITE  SULPHUR  SPRINGS 

Meriwether  Co.  —  Cabins  to  Rent  — 
All  the  cabins  will  be  rented  to  families 
desiring  to  keep  house;  and  Bedsteads, 
Mattresses,  Chairs  and  Tables  can  be  fur¬ 
nished; 

R.  H.  MARKS. 

Proprietor 

COL.  SEYMOUR  KILLED 

Our  readers  familiar  with  the  past  his¬ 
tory  of  Macon  will  lament  to  hear  that 
Col.  Isaac  G.  Seymour,  of  the  6th  Louisi¬ 
ana  Regiment,  is  another  victim  of  this 
unholy  war  for  Southern  subjugation.  He 
has  fallen  at  the  head  of  his  regiment  in 
the  battles  of  Richmond. 

Colonel  Seymour  was  long  a  resident 
of  Macon  —  editor  of  the  “Messenger”— 
Captain  of  the  Volunteers,  and  later  edi¬ 
tor  and  proprietor  of  the  New  Orleans 
“Bulletin.”  He  was  certainly  one  of  the 
clearest  and  finest  writers  connected 
with  the  Southern  press.  —  Macon  Tele¬ 
graph. 
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2.  Claud  Davidson,  died  October  13,  1957;  married  Annie  McCauley, 
daughter  of  James  Newton  and  Frances  Louella  (Smith)  McCauley, 

He  buried  LaGrange,  Georgia  Cemetery.  She  lives  laGrange,  Ga. 

Issue; 

1.  Claud  Davidson,  Jr. 

2.  John  Davidson 

2.  Petronia  Davidson,  born  October  4,  1854,  died  June  22,  1882. 

Married  Francis  A.  Trammell,  he  born  December  23,  1849,  the  son  of 
John  Y.  and  Mary  Trammell.  Both  buried  Pinewood  Cemetery,  West  Point. 

3.  Julia  Viola  Davidson,  born  July  31,  1856,  died  May  21  1940.  Buried 
Pinewood  Cemetery,  West  Point,  Georgia. 

4.  Albert  Davidson,  born  august  20,  I860,  died  November  14,  1904. 
Married  Annie  Pierce.  Buried  Pinewood  Cemetery,  West  Point,  Georgia. 

5.  Laura  Davidson,  married  Richard  Willis  of  LaGrange,  Georgia 

6.  Gertrude  Davidson,  married  Holstun 

**-#-*-*--*■«-***-*-* 

II.  EL3AS  DAVIDSON,  born  October  26,  1813,  Harris  County,  Georgia.  Died 

January  22,  1898.  Married  August  13,  1840  to  Lucretia  Jane  Leverett,  she 
born  Sept,  20,  1825,  died  august  22,  1908.  Celebrated  their  Golden 
Wedding  Anniversary  in  1890.  Both  buried  Bethel  Methodist  Church,  Troup 
County,  Georgia  about  six  miles  from  West  Point,  Georgia. 

Issue: 

1.  Thomas  Leverett  Marion  Davidson,  born  June  7,  1841,  died  May  3,  1919. 
Married  1st:  November  23,  1866  to  Susan  A.  Hogg,  she  died  June  4,  1868. 
Married  2nd.  November  9,  1868  to  Sallie  E.  Ward,  she  born  April  1?, 
1838,  died  May  11,  1919,  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Edna  (Poole)  Ward. 
Buried  Mt.  Zion  Church  Cemeter5r,  Stewart  avenue,  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

Issue: 

To  1st.  wife,  a  son,  John,  born  October  .1867,  died  about  1952  in 
Caliafornia  without  issue. 

1.  To  2nd.  wife:  Walter  Claudius  Davidson,  born  November  24,  1869; 
died  August  18,  1870. 

2.  Edna  Jane  Davidson,  born  November  28,  1871,  died  March  15,  1938. 
Married  November  1898  to  Gnar  Lee  Anderson  of  Hayesville,  N.C. 

He  was  born  1868,  died  June  3,  1928,  the  son  of  James  Stanhope  and 
Josephine (Ketron) Anderson.  Buried  at  Hayesville.  No  issue. 

3.  Nora  Thomas  Davidson,  born  June  28,  1876.  Lives  545  Lee  Street, 
Atlanta,  Georgia. 

4.  Calvin  Ward  Davidson,  born  September  9,  1879.  Married  1st, 

Madelon.  2nd.  Carolyn  Beall.  Lives  4936  Gladys  Ave.,  Chicago,  Ill. 

2.  John  Calvin  Davidson,  born  February  3,  1844,  died  November  29,  1905. 
Married  December  4,  1866  to  Isabella  Ann  Jane  Lovelace,  she  born 
August  6,  1847.  died  March  4,  1922.  Both  buried  Pinewood  Cemetery 
West  Point,  Georgia.  No  issue.  She  the  daughter  of  Lucius  Beall  and 
Obedience  (Robinson)  Lovelace,  Marriage  recorded  Book  E,  page  92, 

Troup  County,  Georgia. 
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3.  Amanda  Jane  Davidson,  born  January'  27,  1847,  died  September  23,  1924; 
married  August  7 ,  1866  to  Lucius  Todd  Cicero  Lovelace,  he  born 
December  1,  1839,  died  Jcnuary  5,  1921,  the  son  of  Lucius  Beall  and 
Obedience  (Robinson)  Lovelace.  All  four  buried  in  Lovelace  Family 
Cemetery  on  US  Highway  29  about  3  miles  from  West  Point,  Georgia. 

Marriage  recorded  Book  E,  page  43,  Troup  County,  Georgia.  R,  W.  Dixon, MG. 

Issue: 

1.  Janie  Lovelace,  infant,  died.  No  date  on  grave.  Buried  Lovelace 
Family  Cemetery. 

2.  Elizabeth  Lovelace,  died  1873,  about  5  years  old. 

Buried  Cemetery  at  Bethel  Methodist  Church,  six  miles  from  West 
Point,  Georgia,  Troup  County. 

3.  Samuel  Calvin  Lovelace,  born  August  19,  1871,  at  Langdale,  Alabama. 
Died  May  26,  1932  in  Troup  County,  Georgia.  Married  July  14,  1897 
to  Susie  Irene  Hudson,  she  born  November  13,  1876,  daughter  of 
Henry  Clay  and  Marietta  (Tatum)  Hudson,  they  buried  Cemetery  at 
Long  Cane  Baptist  Church,  Troup  County,  Georgia.  She  lives  in 
West  Point,  Georgia.  Marriage  Recorded  Book  K,  page  56,  Troup 
County,  Georgia..  T.  S.  Edwards,  M.G.  He  buried  Family  Cemetery. 

Issue: 

1.  Janie  Lovelace,  born  January  17,  1899,  Troup  County,  Georgia; 
married  Oct*  28,1925  to  Roland  Shaefer  Heard,  he  born  October 
7,  1895,  son  of  George  and  Mary  (Shaefer)  Heard.  No  Issue. 

Live  West  Point,  Georgia.  Marriage  Recorded  Book  0,  page  535, 
Troup  County,  Georgia. 

2.  Irene  Lovelace,  bom  April  16,  1901,  Troup  County,  Georgia. 
Married  April  14,  1926  to  Jefferson  Davis  (Jack)  Talbert,  he 
born  October  10,  1895,  died  January  2,  1952,  buried  Shadowlawn 
Cemetery,  LaGrange,  Georgia.  He  was  the  son  of  Jefferson  Davis 
Talbert,  born  Edgefield,  S.C.,  and  Medora  (Hodges)  Talbert, 
both  buried  Brinson,  Georgia.  Irene  Lovelace  Talbert  lives 
LaGrange,  Georgia.  Marriage  recorded  Book  0,  page  569,  Troup 
County,  Georgia. 

Issue: 

1.  Medora  Elizabeth  (Bess)  Talbert,  born  November  5,  1927, 

LaGrange,  Georgia;  married  June  6,  1954  to  Grover  Clinton 
Ginn,  he  born  September  28,  1926,  son  of  Grover  Cleveland 
and  Vera  (Rudasill)  Ginn  of  Barncsville,  Georgia.  Married 
in  LaGrange,  Georgia,  but  marriage  recorded  in  DeKalb 
County,  Georgia.  They  live  790  Clifton  Way,  NE,  Atlanta, 
Georgia.  (Nov;  live,  2423  Cherokee  Rd.,  Augusta,  Georgia.) 
Issue: 

1.  Grover  Clinton  Ginn,  Jr.,  born  September  4,  1955, 
Georgia  Baptist  Hospital,  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

2.  Jack  Talbert  Ginn,  born  April  1,  1957,  Snory 
University  Hospital,  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

3.  L.  C.  Lovelace,  daughter  (initials  only,  taken  from  initials 
of  two  grandfathers),  single,  born  February  24,  1903,  lives 
West  Point,  Georgia. 

4.  Amanda  Obedience  Lovelace  (Biddy)  born  December  29,  1873,  died 
November  9,  1909.  Single.  Buried  Lovelace  Family  Cemetery. 
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5.  Lula  Lovelace,  born  March  26,  1876,  died  July  5,  1950;  married 
1898  to  Robert  Wathan  Hogg,  M.D.,  he  born  1369,  died  1923.  No 
Issue.  Both  buried  Pinewood  Cemetery,  West  Point,  Georgia. 

6.  Lucius  Beall  Lovelace,  born  December  19,  1878,  died  November  5, 

1918;  married  December  17,  1902  to  Orrie  McCauley,  she  born  December 
6,  1879.  Lives  LaGrange ,  Georgia.  She  the  daughter  of  James  Newton 
and  Frances  Louella  (Smith)  McCauley  of  Troup  County,  Georgia.  The 
Marriage  recorded  Book  K,  page  331,  Troup  Count y.  J.  C.  Davidson, 
M.G.  He  buried  Lovelace  Family  Cemetery. 

Issue : 

1.  Frances  Lovelace,  bom  August  11,  1908,  Troup  County,  Ga., 
lives  LaGrange,  Georgia.  Single, 

2,  Minnie  Mae  Lovelace,  born  September  16,  1912,  Troup  County, 
Ga.;  married  September  15,  1935  to  John  Wilbur  Cleveland,  he 
born  July  16,  1915,  son  of  Dr.  Mell  and  Elizabeth  Carter 
(Richardson)  Cleveland  of  Elbc-rton,  Georgia,  Route  3.  They 
live  Elbert on,  Georgia. 

Issue  r 

1.  Linda  Cleveland,  born  March  30,  1940,  Elberton.  ** 

2.  Judith  Cleveland,  born  December  20,  1948,  Elberton. 

3*  Suzanne  Cleveland,  born  December  5,  19 52,  Elberton. 

4.  Martha  Elizabeth  Davidson,  born  July  4,  1849,  died  February  26,  1935; 
married  George  Nathan  Aldredge,  November  9,  1869.  She  buried  at  cemetery 
at  Bethel  Methodist  Church,  Troup  County,  Ga.,  about  six  miles  from 
West  Point,  Georgia. 

Issue: 

1.  Mary  Lou  (Mamie)  Aldredge,  bom  March  11,  1871,  died  May  12,  1951; 
married  August  13,  1890  at  the  Golden  Wedding  Celebration  of  her 
grandparents,  Elias  and  Lucretia  Davidson,  to  Marvin  McTyiere 
Davies,  he  bom  August  1,  1866,  died  February  18,  1932,  the  son  of 
the  Rev.  Francis  Bartow  and  Mary  Eugenia  (Simmons)  Davies.  He  was 
bom  in  Zebulon,  Ga.  Both  buried  West  View  Cemetery,  Atlanta,  Ga. 
Issue: 

1.  Lillian  Louise  Davies,  born  August  4,  1891;  married 

October  4,  1911  to  Henry  Curtis  (Hal)  Miller,  M.D.,  he  * 
born  September  15,  1887,  the  son  of  Henry  Washington  and 
Lura  (Williams)  Miller.  Live  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

Issue: 

1.  Marvin  Davies  Miller,  bom  July  24,  1912;  died 
August  24,  1932  in  Chicago,  Ill.,  buried  West 
View  Cemetery,  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

2.  Hal  Curtis  Miller,  Jr.,  bom  July  16,  1915,  married 
February  10,  1940  to  Laura  Helene  August  of 
Cambridge,  Mass.,  she  born  1915,  the  daughter  of 
Albert  and  Hazel  (Gaw)  August.  Live  Barre,  Vt. 
Issue: 

1.  Hal  Curtis  Miller,  III,  born  March  23, 

1942. 

2.  Albert  August  Miller,  bom  April  1,  1946 


*  Dr.  Miller  died  February  27,  1959 

Linda  Cleveland  married  March  26,  1959  to  James  DePalma,  son 
of  Mr.  DePalma  and  Mrs.  Camilla  DePalma  of  Elberton,  Georgia 
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3.  Henry  Davies  Killer,  born  July  25,  1918;  married  Feb.  11, 
1943  to  Arlene  Aver ill,  Barre,  Vt«,  she  born  1916,  the 
daughter  of  Arthur  L.  and  Mabel  (Gladding)  Aver ill. 

Live  in  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

Issue : 

1.  Henry  Davies  Miller,  Jr.,  born  October  29,  1944 

2.  Susan  Aver ill  Miller,  bora  May  22,  1947 

3.  Arthur  Averill  Miller,  bom  June  13,  1950 

4.  Orme  McAllister  Miller,  bom  March  25,  1926;  died 
June  2,  1945.  Buried  West  View  Cemetery,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

2.  George  Nathan  Aldredge,  bom  May  16,  1878;  died  Nov.  18,  1878. 
Buried  cemetery.  Bethel  Methodist  Church,  Troup  County,  Ga. 

5.  Hiram  Benjamin  Davidson,  born  March  23,  1852  in  Troup  County,  Ga.,  died 
— '  Feb.  19,  1931-  Married  May  7,  1874  to  Martha  Anne  Hutchinson,  she  born 
Dec.  9,  1853  in  Harris  County,  Ga.;  died  Dec.  20,  1941;  she  the  daughter  of 
Nathaniel  Hutchinson,  III,  he  bom  Jan.  12,  1830,  died  Sept.  8,  1885,  and 
Elizabeth  (Hall)  Hurchinson,  she  born  Jan.  9,  1832,  died  Oct.  8,  1900.  The 
Hutchinsons  are  buried  at  Sardis  Cemetery,  Harris  County,  Ga.  Hiram  and 
Martha  Anne  celebrated  their  Golden  Wedding  in  1924.  They  are  buried  in 
Marseilles  Cemetery,  West  Point,  Georgia. 

Issue : 

1.  Robert  Calvin  Davidson,  bom  March  10,  1875,  Troup  County,  Ga. 

Married  Oct.  3,  1900  to  Annie  Della  Stripling,  she  bom  Jan.  4,  1882 
Troup  County,  Ga.,  died  May  8,  1953;  buried  Marseilles  Cemetery, 

West  Point,  Ga.  She  the  daughter  of  William  Boatwright  and  Nannie 
E.  (Jenkins)  Stripling;  he  born  June  1,  1855,  died  Jan.  22,  1907; 
buried  Pinewood  Cemetery,  West  Point,  Ga.  Nannie  Jenkins  was  his 
first  wife,  and  was  bom  March  9,  1857,  died  March  6,  1888  and  is 
buried  at  Union  Baptist  Church  Cemetery,  about  seven  miles  from 
West  Point,  Ga.  R.  C.  Davidson  lives  West  Point,  Georgia. 

Issue : 

1.  Infant  son  born  Octtober  1902,  died  same  day;  buried  Bethel 
Methodist  Church  Cemetery,  six  miles  from  West  Point,  Ga. 

2.  George  Nathaniel  Davidson,  born  Sept.  5,  1903,  West  Point, 
Ga.  Married  July  26,  1933  to  Mary  Love  joy,  she  bom  Dec.  21 
1909,  LaGrange,  Ga.,  the  daughter  of  Hatton  Love joy,  he 
born  March  19,  1877,  White  Plains,  Ga.,  and  Lora  (Edmundson) 
Love joy,  she  born  Feb.  27,  1876,  LaGrange,  Ga;  died  Oct. 

21,  1944  and  buried  LaGrange,  Ga.  Hatton  Love joy  lives 
LaGrange,  Ga.  The  Davidsons  live  West  Point,  Georgia. 

Issue: 

1.  Mary  Diane  Davidson,  born  April  15,  1935,  West 
Point,  Ga.  Married  March  26,  1955  to  Robert 
Frederick  Cook,  Jr.,  he  born  Dec.  13,  1933,  in 
Birmingham,  Ala.,  the  son  of  Robert  Frederick  Cook, 
he  born  April  19,  1902  in  Americus,  Ga.,  and  Myrtle 
Arrnis  (Walker)  Cook,  she  born  August  19,  1904, 
Birmingham,  Ala.  They  live  West  Point,  Georgia. 
Issue: 

1.  Rebecca  Diane  Cook,  born  October  26, 

1956,  Sacramento,  California. 
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2.  Juliet  Elizabeth  Davidson,  bom  July  26,  1938 
"West  Point,  Georgia.  Single. 
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3.  Robert  Calvin  Davidson,  Jr.,  born  September  11,  1906  in 
West  Point,  Georgia.  Single.  Lives  West  Point,  Georgiav 

4.  William  Hutchinson  Davidson,  born  May  30,  1913,  West 
Point,  Georgia.  Single.  Lives  West  Point,  Georgia. 

5.  Hugh  McCulloh  Davidson,  Ph.D.,  born  January  21,  1918  in 
Lanett,  Alabama.  Married  June  15,  1951  to  Loretta  Miller, 
she  born  August  22,  1920,  Springfield,  Ohio,  the  daughter 
of  Frank  Calhoun  Miller,  II,  he  born  July  24,  1882  at 
Irwin,  Union  County,  Ohio,  died  January  13,  1940, and 
Mabel  (Miller)  Miller,  (no  relation),  she  born  May  4,  1893, 
at  Byhalia,  Union  County,  Ohio.  He  buried  at  Woodstock, 
Ohio  where  she  lives.  Hugh  and  Loretta  live  in  Hanover, 

N.  H.,  where  he  is  a  Professor  at  Dartmouth  College. 

Issue; 

1.  Anne  Stripling  Davidson,  born  September  4,  1955, 
Hanover,  N.H. 

6.  Lee  Stripling  Davidson,  bora  May  12,  1923,  Troup  County, 
Georgia  at  Elias  Davidson  Homeplace,  Uh  miles  East  of 
West  Point,  Georgia,  on  West  Point-Chipley  (Pine  Mountain) 
Highway.  Twin  brother  to  Jackson  Boatwright  Davidson. 
Single.  Lives  VJest  Point,  Georgia. 

7.  Jackson  Boatwright  Davidson,  bom  May  12,  1923,  Troup 
County,  Georgia  at  Elias  Davidson  Homeplace.  (see  above) 
Married  May  12,  1950  to  Mary  Anderson  Courtenay,  she  bom 
January  12,  1925,  Louisville,  Jefferson  County,  Kentucky. 
She  the  daughter  of  William  Howard  Courtenay  II,  he  bom 
March  3,  1890  in  Jefferson  County,  Kentucky,  and  Mary 
Tisdale  (Anderson)  Courtenay,  she  born  July  24,  1900  in 
Louisville,  Jefferson  County,  Kentucky,  they  live  2423 
Glenmary  St.,  Louisville,  Ky.  The  Davidsons  live  117 
Orange  Lane,  Oak  Ridge,  Term. 

Issue; 

1.  Anne  Courtenay  Davidson,  born  August  15,  1951  in 
Oak  Ridge,  Anderson  County,  Term. 

2.  Adele  Stripling  Davidson,  born  September  26,  1953, 
in  Oak  Ridge,  Anderson  County,  Tenn. 

3.  William  Courtenay  Davidson,  bom  November  19,  1954 
in  Oak  Ridge,  Anderson  County,  Tenn. 

2.  Annie  Gertrude  Davidson,  bom  January  8,  1877,  died  January  19, 

1879.  Buried  at  Bethel  Methodist  Church  Cemetery,  Troup  County,  Ga. , 
six  miles  from  West  Point,  Georgia. 

3.  Lelia  Anne  Davidson,  born  June  2,  1879  in  Troup  County,  Georgia. 
Married  November  23,  1897  to  Thomas  Robinson  Stripling,  he  born 
January  29,  1874  in  Harris  County,  Georgia;  died  March  1,  1952. 
Celebrated  Golden  Wedding  November  23,  1947.  She  lives  Harris 
County,  Georgia. 

Issue; 

1.  Lois  Stripling,  bom  May  26,  1899,  Troup  County,  Ga.,  married 
January  12,  1921  to  Curtis  Bryan  Avery,  the  son  of  Greene 
Berry  and  Cordie  (Radney)  Avery,  he  bom  February  28,  1893 
in  Chambers  County,  Ala.  The;/  live  Jones  Cross  Roads  seven 
miles  from  VJest  Point,  Georgia.  , 
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Issue : 

1.  Curtis  Bryan  Avery,  Jr.,  born  January  10,  1922  in 
Harris  County,  Georgia.  Married  April  21,  1946  to 
Blanche  Freeman,  born  April  29,  1922  in  Webster 
County,  Georgia,  the  daughter  of  Henry  Cuthbert  and 
May  (Dickey)  Freeman.  Live  on  Chipley  Highway  about 
10  miles  from  West  Point,  Georgia. 

Issue: 

1.  Harold  Parker  Avery,  born  September  29,  1948 

2.  Pamela  Freeman  Avery,  born  January,  18,  1961 

2.  Robert  Frank  Stripling,  bora  May  9>,  1901  in  Harris  County, 
Georgia.  Married  June  17,  1928  to  Carrie  Kate  Blanks,  born 
January  23,  1908,  the  daughter  of  Arthur  and  Rose  (Hooten) 
Blanks.  Live  in  West  Point,  Georgia. 

Issue: 

1.  Jane  Stripling,  bom  November  18,  1931  in  West  Point, 
Georgia.  Married  august  19,  1951  to  Jesse  James 
Pruett,  Jr.,  born  July  20,  1924,  LaGrange,  Georgia, 
the  son  of  Jesse  James  and  Thelma  Grace  (Street) 
Pruett,  Sr.  They  live  in  LaGrange,  Georgia. 

Issue: 

1.  Jesse  Frank  Pruett,  born  March  3,  1953 

2.  Robert  Jim  Pruett,  born  September  21,  1956. 

3.  Sue  Ellen  Pruett,  born  September  28,  1957. 

3.  Lucy  Stripling,  born  September  14,  1903,  Harris  County,  Ga. 
Died  June  13,  1956.  Married  Samuel  Edward  Williams,  he  bom 
June  24,  1892,  the  son  of  John  E.  and  Katie  (Bartlett) 

Williams . 

Issue: 

1.  Robert  Edward  Williams,  born  October  28,  1924  in 
Chipley,  Georgia,  married  Lorraine  Marie  Fournier, 
she  bom  May  24,  1926  in  Fall  River,  Mass.,  the 
daughter  of  Albert  >uadre  and  ExUda  (Desforges) 
Fournier. 

Issue: 

1.  Robert  Perry  Williams,  bom  April  6,  1946 
in  Fall  River,  Mass. 

2.  Edward  Andre  Williams,  born  August  7,  1948 
in  LaGrange,  Georgia 

3.  John  Francis  Williams,  born  August  4,  1950 
in  LaGrange,  Georgia 

4.  Marshall  David  Williams,  born  June  28,  1951 
in  West  Point,  Georgia 

5.  Michael  Rene  Williams,  born  September  30, 

1955  in  LaGrange,  Georgia. 

2.  Mary  Williams,  bom  October  4,  1925,  Harris  County, 
Georgia.  Single. 

3.  Martha  Anne  Williams  bom  September  4,  1927,  Harris 
County,  Georgia.  Married  Claude  Costen  Handley,  he 
bom  Troup  County,  Georgia,  the  son  of  James  M. ,  Sr., 
and  Julia  C.  Handley.  Live  Troup  County,  Georgia 

No  issue.  Claude  Handley  bom  November  23,  1916. 
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4.  Perry  Jean  Williams,  born  February  1,  1930  in  Harris 
County,  Georgia.  Married  July  29,  1950  to  Martha  Ellen 
Cook,  she  born  May  16,  1933  in  Chambers  County,  Ala., 
the  daughter  of  Horis  Obed  and  Bnma  Myrtis  (Slaughter) 
Cook. 

Issue: 

1.  Perry  Jean-'Williams,  Jr.,  born  April  25,  1952 

2.  Samuel  Horis  Williams,  bom  September  13,  1955 

3.  William  Curtis  Williams,  bom  October  10,  1956. 

4.  Baby  daughter  bom  August  1905,  died  in  infancy,  named  Martha. 

5.  Sara  Stripling,  bora  February  13,  1907,  Harris  County,  Ga. 
Married  October  3,  1937  to  Edwin  Lawson  Ireland,  he  bom 
March  16,  1913  in  Tifton,  Georgia,  the  son  of  Eschol  Lawson 
and  Gertrude  (Warren)  Ireland. 

Issue: 

1.  Edwin  Lawson  Ireland,  Jr.,  bom  October  9,  1941. 

6.  Mary  Dorothy  Stripling,  bora  January  24,  1910  in  Harris 
County,  Georgia.  Married  September  20,  1928  to  John  Franklin 

Caldwell,  he  bora  April  20,  1907,  Harris  County,  Georgia,  the 
son  of  James  Wesley  and  Ora  Lee  (Jenkins)  Caldwell.  Live  in 
Newnan,  Georgia. 

Issue; 

1,  John  Franklin  Caldwell,  Jr.,  born  February  22,  1934; 
married  Ann  Elizabeth  Derseweh  September  1957. 

2.  Robert  Wesley  Caldwell,  born  October  5,  1937*  Single 

7.  Margaret  Schultz  Stripling,  born  June  5,  1912,  Harris  County 
Georgia.  Died  December  27,  1933. 

8.  Lelia  Davidson  Stripling,  bora  May  2,  1915,  Harris  County, 
Georgia.  Married  July  14,  1940  to  John  Drewry  Pinkston,  he 
born  November  5,  1911,  Tifton,  Georgia,  the  son  of  Nicholas 
Demarius  and  Virginia  (Cunningham)  Pinkston.  Live  in  Tifton, 
Georgia. 

Issue: 

1.  Virginia  Cunningham  Pinkston,  bom  October  16,  1947 
Tifton,  Georgia. 

9.  Nancy  High smith  Stripling,  bofti  October' 31,  1919,  Harris 
County,  Georgia,  married  November  2,  1942  to  Ferrell  Edward 
Keith,  he  bora  December  25,  1916  in  Richmond,  Indiana,  the 
son  of  Robert  Ferrell  and  Minnie  Virginia  (Thomason)  Keith. 
Lives  in  Hamilton,  Georgia. 

Issue: 

1.  Charlotte  Ellen  Keith,  bom  August  29,  1944. 

10.  Carol  Stripling,  bora  September  4,  1921,  Harris  County,  Ga. 
Married  November  24,  1940  to  John  Willis  Grady(Colonel  in 
U.S.  Army);  he  born  July  27,  1917  in  Chambers  County,  Ala., 
the  son  of  John  Morgan  and  Ann  Italia  (Mathews)  Grady.  Live 
in  Chicago,  Ill. 

Issue: 

1.  Margaret  Stripling  Grady,  born  February  1,  1947 
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2.  Nancy  Carol  Grady,  born  January  19,  1950 

3.  Angie  Lee  Grady,  born  October  30,  1953 

4.  John  Lowry  Davidson,  born  September  7,  1881  in  Troup  County,  Ga. 
Married  June  21,  1911  to  C.  A.  Shealey,  she  born  October  3,  1889, 
the  daughter  of  Columbus  Americas  and  Fannie  (Wolfe)  Shealey. 

Issues 

1.  Elizabeth  Hutchinson  Davidson,  bom  May  24,  1912  in  West 
Point,  Georgia.  Married  November  8,  1941  to  Anderson  Drew 
Ferguson,  Jr.,  M.D.,  he  born  November  20,  1911,  the  son  of 
Anderson  Drew  and  Carolie  (Clark)  Ferguson. 

Issue : 

1.  Anderson  Drew  Ferguson  III,  born  March  17,  1943 

2.  Robert  Clark  Ferguson,  born  September  15,  1946 

3.  Elizabeth  Shealey  Ferguson,  born  May  12,  1948 

2.  Frances  Shealey  Davidson,  born  September  8,  1913  in  West 
Point,  Georgia.  Married  November  2,  1940  to  Gordon  Wright 
Neal,  Jr. ,  he  bom  October  26,  1914,  the  son  of  Gordon 
Wright  and  Willie  (Doolittle)  Neal.  No  Issue. 

3.  Marjorie  Davidson,  bom  April  10,  1915  in  West  Point,  Ga. 
Married  November  3,  1938  to  James  Griggs  Zachry,  Jr.,  he 
bora  August  8,  1914,  the  son  of  James  Griggs  and  Mattie 
Lou  (Scott)  Zachry. 

Issue: 

1.  James  Griggs  Zachry,  III,  bom  March  2,  1940 

2.  Jane  Lowry  Zachry,  bom  May  3,  1944 

3.  Martha  Louise  Zachry,  bom  November  9,  1952 

4.  John  Lowry  Davidson,  Jr.  born  February  22,  1917  in  West 
Point,  Georgia.  Married  July  5,  1941  to  Catherine, Oliver, 
she  born  January  5,  1921,  the  daughter  of  Claud  Segrest  and 
Mildred  (Meadows)  Oliver. 

Issue : 

1.  Jean  Shealey  Davidson,  bom  March  13,  1949 

2.  Laura  Oliver  Davidson,  bom  June  21,  1951 

5.  Dorothy  Anne  Davidson,  bom  July  13,  1925  in  West  Point,  Ga* 
Married  March  22,  1947  to  James  Ralph  Nix,  he  born  May  17, 
1925,  the  son  of  Ernest  D.  and  Ann  (Duncan)  Nix. 

Issue: 

1.  Nanci  Ann  Nix,  born  February  25,  1957 

2.  Frances  Marie  Nix,  born  January  9,  1959 

5.  Frances  Lucretia  Davidson,  born  August  18,  1884  in  Troup  County,  Ga. 
Married  March  13,  1909  to  Robert  Howard  Sheffield,  he  bom  February 
13,  1865,  the  son  of  W.  C.  and  Mollie  (Howard)  Sheffield.  He  died 
September  21,  1936,  buried  at  Cedar  Springs,  Ga.  She  lives  Blakely,  Ga. 
Issue: 

1.  Francis  Phillip  Sheffield,  bom  November  23,  1909  in  West 
Point,  Ga.  Married  March  7,  1946  to  Sarah  Dillard. 

Issue: 

1.  Robert  Colquitt  Sheffield,  born  October  7,  1947 

2.  Robert  Sheffield,  born  December  1,  1911,  died  November  1,  1912 
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6.  Mary  Elizabeth  David son ,  born  December  12,  1887  in  Troup  County, 
Georgia.  Married  October  10,  1912  to  Lewis  Grady  Norman,  he  bom 
December  6,  1889,  the  son  of  Thomas  L.  and  Mary  (Pattillo)  Norman. 
Issue : 

1.  Martha  Frances  Norman,  bom  July  24,  1913  in  West  Point, 
Georgia.  Single. 

2.  Lewis  Grady  Norman,  Jr.,  M.D.,  born  November  16,  1915  in 
West  Point,  Georgia.  Married  April  16,  1941  to  Carrie 
Myrtice  Estes,  she  bom  February  18,  1922,  the  daughter 
of  Eddie  B.  and  Idella  (Powell)  Estes  of  Gay,  Georgia. 
Issue: 

1.  Lewis  Grady  Norman,  III,  bora  November  26,  1942 

2.  Delle  Powell  Norman,  bom  January  6,  1948 

3.  Martha  Nancy  Norman,  born  January  14,  1953 

7.  Martha  Phyllis  Davidson,  born  August  19,  1891  in  Troup  County, 
Georgia.  Single. 

8*  Margaret  (Mag)  Davidson,  born  December  6,  1894  in  Troup  County,  Ga 
Married  November  15,  1916  to  Jack  Davis,  he  born  October  18,  1889, 
the  son  of  Lyman  C.  and  Virginia  (Cooper)  Davis,  Troup  County, 
Georgia.  He  died  September  22,  1944.  Buried  West  Point,  Georgia. 
Issue: 

1.  Margaret  Davidson  Davis,  bom  January  25,  1918,  West  Point 
Georgia.  Married  October  17,  1945  to  Reuben  J.  Buchele, 
Jr.,  of  Fenton,  Michigan,  he  bom  September  19,  1917,  the 
son  of  Reuben  J.  and  Mae  (Donna)  Buchele.  Live  Panama 
City,  Florida.  No  Issue. 

2.  Anne  Hutchinson  Davis,  bom  July  10,  1919  in  West  Point, 
Georgia.  Single. 

-x-  -X-  -X-  -x- 

6.  Albert  Oliver  Davidson,  born  August  1,  1854,  died  Dec.  28,  1935  in 

Atlanta,  Ga.  Married  May  27,  1881,  Martha  Jane  Echols,  she  born  April 
9,  1865  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  died  September  23,  1932,  the  daughter  of  Elijah 
and  Melissa  (Cape)  Echols.  Davidson  and  Echols  buried  Rock  Springs 
Presbyterian  Church  Cemetery,  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

Issue: 

1.  Martha  Elizabeth  Davidson,  bora  April  8,  1882,  Troup  County,  Ga. 
Married  October  10,  1912  to  James  Gibson  Bowen,  he  born  August  3, 
1862,  died  March  5,  1936;  buried  Stroud,  Alabama.  She  lives 
3100  Meadow  Lark  Lane,  East  Point,  Georgia. 

Issue: 

1.  Roby  Lamar  Bowen,  bom  August  2,  1913.  Single.  Lives 
with  mother  in  East  Point,  Georgia. 

2.  Raymond  Curtis  Bowen,  bom  November  24,  1914;  married 
July  6,  1936  to  Annie  Mae  Davis,  she  bom  June  30,  1915, 
the  daughter  of  Gilbert  and  Fannie  Mae  (Lee)  Davis  of 
Warner  Robins,  Georgia.  Bowens  live  College  Park,  Ga. 
Issue: 

1.  William  Paxton  Bowen,  born  March  6,  1937; 
married  August  8,  1958  to  Phelicia  Olive  Duckett, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Edward  Duckett, 
College  Park,  Georgia. 

2.  Martha  Janice  Bowen,  born  February  25,  1940 

3.  Harry  Gibson  Bowen,  bom  May  26,  1941 

4.  Michael  Terry  Bowen,  bom  July  19,  1956 
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.  Annie  Irene  Bowen,  born  May  25,  1917;  married  August  8, 

1936  to  Jemes  Frederick  O'Hara,  he  born  October  27,  1915. 

Lives  East  Point,  Georgia. 

Issue: 

1,  Betty  Louise  O'Hara,  bom  June  23,  1937 

2.  Brenda  Dee  O'Hara,  bom  December  11,  1942 

4.  Janie  Ruth  Bowen,  born  December  5,  1919;  married  December 
25,  1938  to  Carl  McClure,  son  of  Emory  Lee  and  Louella 
(Fetner  •  McClure.  He  was  born  December  11,  1914.  Live 
in  Lanett,  Alabama. 

Issue; 

1.  Marion  Patricia  McClure,  bom  September  26,  1939 

2.  Robert  Lee  McClure,  born  July  20,  1942 

3.  Lou  Ellen  McClure,  born  June  24,  1947. 

5.  Sara  Nell  Bowen,  bom  April  4,  1932;  married  to  J.  V. 
McWhorter.  Has  three  adopted  children.  Lives  Birmingham,  Ala. 

2.  Melissa  Jane  Davidson,  born  September  22,  1885  in  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Married  February  10,  1909  to  Ben  Huston  Henderson,  he  born  May  12, 
1888,  the  son  of  Nathan  and  Fannie  (Kitchens)  PJendersonc  He  died 
March  24,  1956,  buried  Lanett,  Alabama.  She  lives  LaFayette,  Ala. 
Issue: 

1.  Henry  Jack  Henderson,  born  November  19 ;  1909;  married 
May  11,  1929  to  Annie  Robbins,  she  born  January  19,  1913, 
daughter  of  Richard  and  Lillian  (Brasington)  Robbins. 

Live  Camden,  South  Carolina. 

Issue: 

Betty  Jane  Henderson,  bom  July  27,  1930;  married 
November  6,  1945  to  Billy  Edwin  Hodgin,  Sr.,  he  born 
April  29,  1925;  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wesley  Hodgin. 

They  live  Greensboro,  North  Carolina. 

Issue: 

1.  Billy  Edwin  Hodgin  (Buster)  Jr.,  bom 
July  31,  1947 

2.  Breck  Allen  Hodgin,  born  July  3,  1951 

3.  Belydia  Marie  Hodgin,  born  June  7,  1953 

4.  Bormi  Anne  Hodgin,  born  June  30,  1955 

5.  Betty  Jane  (Bebe)  Hodgin,  bom  February  10,  1958 

2.  Jo  Anno  Henderson,  born  November  3,  1932;  married 
January  22,  1955  to  John  Harold  Ballard,  he  born  December 
4,  1926,  son  of  Solomon  David  and  Theresa  Mae  Ballard. 

Live  Augusta,  Georgia 

Issue: 

1.  Beverly  Theresa  Ballard,  born  April  3,  1956 

2.  Johnny  Suzanne  Ballard,  bom  November  4,  1957 

3.  Clara  Belle  Henderson,  bom  August  31,  1913;  married 

December  22,  1933  to  Thomas  Byron  Ford,  he  born  April  10, 

1910,  son  of  Thomas  Francis  and  Mary  Viola  (Andrews)  Ford. 

He  died  February  A,  1951,  buried  Lafayette,  Alabama.  She 
lives  in  LaFayette,  Alabama. 

Issue: 

1.  Cynthia  Claire  Ford,  bom  December  11,  1939 

2.  Kathryn  Diane  Ford,  bom  October  1,  1943 

3.  Thomas  Byron  Ford,  Jr.,  born  March  14,  1948. 
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3.  Elias  Franklin  Davidson,  born  August  3,  1890,  Troup  County, 

Georgia;  died  February  23,  1958,  buried  Hillcrest  Cemetery,  East 
Point,  Georgia,  Single, 

4.  Teague  Echols  Davidson,  born  April  6,  1893 ,  Chambers,  County,  Ala, 

Died  May  7,  1950,  buried  Lanett  City  Cemetery,  Lanett,  Alabama. 

Married  December  19,  1914  to  Addie  Louise  Hood,  she  born  December 
11,  1896  Chambers,  County,  Alabama.  Lives  Columbus,  Georgia. 

Issue: 

1.  Mattie  Leona  Davidson,  born  October  2,  1915 ,  Chambers 
County,  Alabama.  Married  October  12,  1934  to  Joseph  King 
Daniel,  he  born  May  21,  1905  in  Chattahoochee  County,  Ga.; 
the  son  of  Cha.rles  King  and  Katie  (Bartlett)  Daniel.  Live 
506  20th.  Street,  Columbus,  Georgia 

Issue : 

1.  Josephine  Ann  Daniel,  bom  December  26,  1939  in 
Muscogee  County,  Georgia 

2.  Virginia  Pauline  Daniel,  bom  October  23,  1944 
in  Muscogee  County,  Georgia 

2.  James  Teague  Davidson,  born  May  24,  1918,  Chambers  County, 
Alabama;  married  December  8,  1946  to  Phyllis  Jean  Chadwick, 
she  born  July  9,  1924,  Aldershot,  England.  Live  Columbus,  Ga. 
Issue : 

1.  Beverly  Jean  Davidson,  born  September  26,  1947, 
Muscogee  County,  Georgia. 

2.  James  Teague  Davidson,  Jr.,  born  August  18,  1949 
in  Muscogee  County,  Georgia. 

3.  Phillip  Lee  Davidson,  bom  January  3,  1951  in 
Muscogee  County,  Georgia 

3.  Willie  Curtis  Davidson,  bom  August  23,  1921,  Chambers 
,  County,  Alabama.  Single.  Lives  Columbus,  Georgia. 

4.  Ruby  Dean  Davidson,  bom  January  26,  1926,  Chambers 
County,  Alabama;  married  December  1944  to  Boyce  S.  Jennings. 
Live  Fort  Mill,  South,  Carolina. 

Issue : 

1.  Linder  Kay  Jennings,  bora  Chambers  County,  Ala. 

2.  Rebecca  Lou  Jennings,  bom  Muscogee  County,  Ga. 

3.  Joy  Sue  Jennings,  born  South  Carolina. 

5.  Albert  Lorre  11  Davidson,  bom  July  7,  1929,  Chambers 
County,  Alabama;  married  April  1,  1958  to  Margaret  Faye 
Prince,  she  born  November  3,  1939.  Live  Columbus,  Ga. 

5.  Allie  Davidson,  born  December  27,  1895,  Chambers  County,  Ala. 

Married  December  27,  1911  to  Homer  Fennon  Adams,  he  born  Feb.  23, 

1884,  Harris  County,  Georgia,  the  son  of  Andrew  J.  (1838-1912)  and 
Cynthia  (Rowe)  Adams  (1841-1913),  they  buried  in  Adams  Family 
Cemetery,  Harris  County,  Georgia.  They  live  615  Williams,  Avenue, 

East  Point,  Georgia. 

Issue : 

1.  Catherine  Faye  Adams,  born  December  26,  1919,  Atlanta,  Ga. 
Married  September  5,  1936  to  Robert  Gillette  Warner,  the 
son  of  John  R.  (Born  Indiana)  and  Lillian  (Gillette) 

Warner,  (bom  Hartford,  Conn,) 
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1.  Noma  Ann  Warner,  born  January  19,  1938,  in 
Atlanta,  Georgia. 

2.  Robert  Gillette  Warner,  Jr.,  born  June  13,  1941, 
Atlanta,  Georgia 

3.  James  Homer  Warner,  horn  October  18,  1944. 

6.  Annie  Ophelia  Davidson,  bom  August  15,  1901,  Chambers  County, 
Alabama.  Single.  Lives  614  B,  W.  Taylor  Ave. ,  East  Point,  Ga. 


7.  Elias  Franklin  Davidson,  bom  July  27,  1857,  died  December  19,  1872; 
buried  at  Bethel  Methodist  Church,  Troup  County,  about  6  miles  from 
West  Point,  Georgia. 

8.  Fannie  Luc  ret  ia  Davidson,  bom  July  21,  I860,  died  February  18,  1896. 
Married  December  19,  1878  to  John  William  Peacock,  he  born  May  24,  1859, 
died  March  13,  1938;  both  buried  West view  Cemetery,  Atlanta,  Georgia  * 
Issue: 

1.  Charlie  Leveret te  Peacock,  bom  November  14,  1879,  died  August 
6,  193-6,  buried  Greenwood  Cemetery,  Atlanta,  Ga.  Married 
February  23,  1900  to  Jettie  Belle  Mitcham,  she  bom  January  25, 
1880,  the  daughter  of  James  ' Ariderson  and  Mary  (Chafin)  Mitcham; 
She  lives  1332  Latham  St.,  S W,  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

Issue: 

1.  Fannie  Mae  Peacock,  bom  December  31,  1900,  Atlanta,  Ga, 
Married  August  14,  1929  to  Henry  Paschal  Fuller,  he  bom 
September  6,  1901  in  Gainesville,  Georgia,  the  son  of 
William  Henry  and  Iula  (Travis)  Fuller.  They  live  1332 
Latham  Street,  SW. ,  Atlanta,  Georgia.  No  Issue. 

2.  Claude  Leverette  Peacock,  bom  December  18,  1902,  Atlanta, 
Georgia.  Married  August  21,  1948  to  Eva  Edith  Tarrant, 
she  bom  June  25,  1905,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  the  daughter  of 
Terry  Gideon  and  Lena  Edith  (Simpson)  Tarrant.  They  live 
Atlanta,  Georgia.  No  Issue. 

3.  James  William  Peacock,  bom  July  29,  1905,  Atlanta,  Ga. 
Married  May  31,  1935  to  Ruby  Louise  Huddleston,  she  bom 
June  15,  1908  in  Atlanta,  Ga. ,  the  daughter  of  Louis 
Preston  and  Beatrice  (McElroy)  Huddleston.  Live  in 
Atlanta,  Georgia. 

Issue: 

1.  James  William  Peacock,  Jr.,  bom  July  3,  1942 
in  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

4.  Cecil  Anderson  Peacock,  born  September  10,  1911,  Atlanta, 
Georgia.  lives  in  Atlanta,  Ga.  Single. 

2.  Sadie  Loucile  Peacock,  bom  November  5,  1882,  died  July  9,  1883. 
Buried  Bethel  Methodist  Church,  Troup  County,  Georgia. 

*John  William  Peacock  married  second  Annie  Blackmon,  bom  April  14,  1862, 
the  daughter  of  David  R.  and  Martha  (Johnson)  Blackmon. 

Married  third  -  Mrs.  Amelia  Brenner  Dunn,  daughter  of  William  and 
Marie  M.  (Hermann)  Brenner. 


' 


9.  Perry  Allen  Davidson, b  July  13,  0.863;  died  January  21,  1906  at  Fort 
Worth,  Texas;  buried  at  Bethel  Methodist  Church,  Troup  County,  Ga. 
Married  September  21,  1886  to  Fanny  Wadkins.  No  Issue. 

10.  William  Judson  Davidson,  born  June  16,  1866,  died  April  9,  1938  in 
Columbus,  Georgia  and  buried  there.  Married  (1st.)  April  22,  1891  to 
Minnie  Harper,  she  died  August  25,  1895;  no  issue.  Married  (2nd.)  on 
October  15,  1902  to  Virgia  Hyde  in  Columbus,  Georgia.  No  Issue. 

11.  Mary  Almeda  Davidson,  born  March  22,  1871,  died  June  16,  1918;  buried 
Hollywood  Cemetery,  Atlanta,  Ga.  Married  August  6,  1893  to  Floyd 
Young,  M.D.,  he  died  1916. 

-w-  -X-  -X~  -X-  -X-  -X-  -X-  -X-  X-  -x-  -K-  x-  -X- 

III.  ISAIAH  DAVIDSON,  bom  February  14,  1815  in  Harris  County,  Ga.  Married 
in  1842  to  Mary  Little,  the  daughter  of  Ran some  Little. 

Issue: 

1.  John  Ran  some  Davidson,  bom  December  18,  1845,  died  January  2, 
1926;  married  January  1868  to  Sarah  Josephine  Daniel,  the 
daughter  of  Jefferson  Daniel  of  Harris  County,  Georgia. 

Issue: 

1.  Thomas  Whitfield  Davidson,  bom  in  Harrison  County, 
l^xas,  September  23,  1876.  Married  (1)  June  4,  1902  to 
Asenath  Burkhart;  (2)  April  12,  1936  to  Constance  Key 
Wandel;  (3)  September  4,  1949  to  Bula  Rose.  No  Issue. 

He  a  United  States  kludge,  lives  in  Dallas,  Texas.  A 
lawyer,  a  leader  in  the  Church  and  a  philanthropist. 

2.  Mallie,  born  August  1873;  died  October  1,  1956 
Married  T.  F.  Ellis  of  Marshall,  Texas 

3.  Frances,  born  December  1889,  married  C.  J.  Collier  of 
Marshall,  Texas. 

4.  Mollie,  died  at  13  years  of  age. 

5.  Johnnie,  died  at  18  while  away  at  college. 

Other  children  of  Isaiah's  were  Henry,  Whitfield,  Elias,  Frank, 
Lizzie  and  Sam  Houston. 


IV.  IARKIN  DAVIDSON,  married  April  15,  1847  to  Frances  C.  Reese.  (Marriage 
Book  1,  page  36,  Harris  County,  Ga)  In  deeds  on  file  in  Muscogee  County, 
Ga.,  Deed  Book  U,  pages  248,  249,  April  27,  1881,  he  deeds  his  real  and 
personal  property  to  the  following  children: 

Issue:  1.  Fanny  Walker  Davidson  8.  Lula  Hill  Davidson 

2.  Reese  Davidson 

3.  Carrie  Davidson 

4.  Albert  Rhett  Davidson 

5.  John  Morgan  Davidson 

6.  Cornelia  Prentiss  Davidson 

7.  Buena  Compte  Davidson 

(Note:  Later  deed  records  show  the  above  named  children  as  Fanny  Walker 
Brooks  and  Buena  Compte  Weisiger  and  on  September  26,  1893,  Lula 
Hill  Davidson,  "who  is  of  Fulton  County,  Ga.") 

V.  CARLTON  DAVIDSON 


VI.  WHITFIELD  DAVIDSON 
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VII-  FRAN KLIM  R.  DAVIDSON,  married  Martha  A.  Daniel  Feb.  13,  1866  in  Harris 
County.  She  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Jefferson  and  Eliza  (Smith)  Daniel 
and  sister  of  Sarah  Josephine  Daniel  who  married  John  Ransome  Davidson, 
son  of  Isaiah  Davidson.  Frank,  bom,  Eeb.  21,  1842;  died  June  27,  1877 
Issue: 

1.  Shirley  Alonza  Davidson  married  Annie  Rivers  Hunt  of  Harris  County, 
Ga.,  she  born  Feb.  19,  1873;  died  Jan.  7,  1959  in  Hollis,  Okla. 
Issue:  (Shirley  born  Jan.  23,  1867;  died  July  24,  1939.) 

1.  Durward  Alford  Davidson,  born  Feb.  1,  1893;  died  Oct.  8, 
1930.  Married  Cora  Iverson,  1913- 

Issue:  Chester  Lee,  Eloise  (Kinsey),  Ola  Mae  (Harrison) 
Pauline,  Leota,  Dullan,  Imogene  (Milburn)  and 
Ophdean  (Stead) 

2.  Mattie  Adell  Davidson,  born  Sept.  22,  1894;  died  Nov.  26, 
1947.  Married  Owens  Bills. 

Issue :  Otis  Ray,  Ruth  Bills  (Murdock),  Gladys  (Wallace), 
Edith  (Cheeks) 

3.  Lovie  Rivers  Davidson,  bora  Feb.  6,  1897;  died  Nov.  29,  1898 

4.  Rufus  Lester  Davidson,  bom  Feb.  19,  1899;  died  Oct  6,  1901 

5.  Felton  Lenord  Davidson,  born  Feb.  19,  1901;  married  Feb. 

17,  1934  to  Ola  Jane  Bostick.  Live  124  N.  7th.  St.  Hollis 
Oklahoma . 

Issue:  Doyle  Felton,  Wynona  Mae  (Feorie),  June  Christeen 
(Owens),  Douglas  and  Derrall 

6.  Harold  Grady  Davidson,  bom  May  16,  1903;  died  May  25, 

1944.  Married  Mabel  Nelson. 

Issue :  Shirley  Loretta,  Eunice  Esther,  Corena. 

7.  Ella  Kate  Davidson,  born  Jan.  20,  1906;  died  May  21,  1915 

8.  Clara  Mae  Davidson,  bora  Sept.  13,  1907;  married  Henry 
Perdue,  live  Hollis,  Okla.  Route  #  4. 

Issue :  Leland  Wayne,  Kenneth  Henry,  J.  C.  and  Jerry 

9.  Lois  Osella  Davidson,  bom  Sept.  27,  1909;  married  Joe 
C.  Patterson.  Live  207  Kerry  St.,  Highland,  Texas. 

Issue:  Gladys  Yovonne  (Owens),  Gwedlen  Yovette  (Barnett), 

Joe  C.,  Jr.,  Charles  Alonza,  David  and  Dennis ( Twins ) 

10.  Ralph  Horace  Davidson,  bom  Jan.  7,  1912;  married  Dec.  25, 
to  Rosa  Pearson.  Live  2409  Perice,  Amarillo,  Texas.  1933 
Issue :  Ralph  Eds el  Davidson 

11.  Jessie  Lou  Davidson,  born  July  10,  1914;  married  Jan.  5, 

1935  to  Orlis  Lightner.  Live  Ralls,  Texas,  Star  Rt. 

Issue : 

1.  Bonnie  LaRue  Lightner,  bom  July  28,  1940;  married 
Sept  11,  1958  to  Johnny  Lowe,  he  bom  March  4,  1938. 

Live  1618-C  Pineview  Apts.,  Albany,  Ga. 

2.  Melanie  Gail  Lightner,  born  August  10,  1943 

3.  Orville  Edward  Lightner,  bom  Sept.  10,  1946 

4.  Shirley  Ann  Lightner,  bom  Jan.  25,  1952. 


2.  Addis  Davidson 

3.  Eula  Davidson 

VIII.  WILLIAM  DAVIDSON,  bom  1818,  died  about  1910;  buried  Walnut  Hill  Cemetery, 
Texas.  Married  in  1862" to  Nancy  Missouri  Zachry,  she  bom  April  19,  1839; 
died  1884.  She  the  daughter  of  Daniel  H.  and  Mary  (Spivey)  Zachry  of 
*-(  Harris  County,  Ga.,  Marriage  Book  "B",  page  77,  records  marriage  as  50 
August  11,  1863 . ) 


Chipley,  Georgia  (now  Pine  Mountain,  Georgia).  The  family  gives  this  date 
of  1862  for  marriage,  Harris  County  Marriage  Book  B,  page  77,  records 
marriage  as  August  11,  1863.  She  and  the  younger  children  lived  with 
the  Zachry  Family  in  Chipley  after  William  went  West,  taking  his  older 
sons  with  him.  She  died  while  the  younger  children  were  still  small,  and 
is  buried  in  Chipley.  The  Zachry  Family  reared  the  children. 

Issue: 

1*  Solon  Davidson  went  West  with  his  father,  died  in  Georgia.  Single. 

2,  Whitfield  (Whit)  Davidson,  died  1924;  married  Ivy  Breazeale  (she 
85  years  old  February  1958).  She  lives  512  West  Rusk  Street, 
Marshall,  Texas. 

Issue: 

1.  Althea  Davidson,  married  Col.  Barry  D.  Greer  (Ret).  lives 
201  W.  Carolanne  Drive,  Marshall,  Texas. 

Issue: 

1.  Ella  Virginia  Greer  -  Teacher  in  Tyler  Texas. 

2.  Barry  D.  Greer,  Jr.,  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

2.  Jessie  Davidson,  married  Jesse  J.  Whatley.  Live  1609 
Hartford  Rd.,  Austin,  Texas. 

3.  Wheeler  Davidson,  married  Mattie  Lee  Williams,  Marshall 
Texas. 

k*  Blanche  Davidson,  married  Joe  M,  Swann,  521  South  College 
Street,  Tyler,  Texas. 

Issue: 

1.  Jo  Ann  Swarm,  Senior  Student  at  S.M.U. 

5.  Thelma  Davidson,  married  Fred  Voelcker,  140?  Glennoak 
Place,  Shreveport,  La.  Issue:  Billy  and  Peggy  Voelcker, 

6.  Loreen  Davidson,,  married  Ed  Mauldin.  No  Issue. 

Live  East  Dalzell,  Shreveport,  la. 

7.  Beatrice  Davidson,  married  Clark  Gaines  -  103  North 
Bonner,  Jacksonville,  Texas. 

8.  Isabel  Davidson,  married  Captain  Jack  McCurdy,  Post  Qtrs., 
"R.R."  U.S.N.A.S.,  Jacksonville,  Florida. 

Issue: 

1.  Pat  McCurdy,  student 

2.  Jack  McCurdy,  student. 

9*  Morris  Davidson,  married  Albert  Faulkner,  219  Tophill 
Road,  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

Issue: 

1.  Charlie  Davidson,  age  5  (1958) 

3.  John  Henry  Davidson,  married  and  lived  in  Portland,  Ore„ 

Had  5  children  among  whom  were: 

Issue: 

1.  Corryne  Davidson 

2.  William  Davidson 

4.  Orin  David  Davidson,  bora  January  9,  1872,  died  March  8,  1938  in 
Ocean  Springs,  Miss.  Married  190?  to  lola  I.  Faibvre,  she 
living  in  1959. 

Issue! 

1.  Davida  Zachry  Davidson,  bom  December  18,  1911,  married 
Richard  A.  Hrabe.  Live  Seaford,  Delaware . 
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Issue : 


1.  Mary  Elizabeth  Hrabe 

2.  Karen  Hrabe 

3.  Richard  Hrabe 

2.  Iris  Davidson,  born  June  6,  1914.  Married  (1)  Marco  Figueroa. 
Married  (2)  Francis  H.  Springer.  Live  Biloxi,  Mississippi. 
Issue: 

1.  Roland  Figueroa 

2.  Marco  Figueroa 

4.  David  Figueroa 

3.  Delores  (Bobby)  Davidson,  born  June  4,  1916.  Married  Doctor 
Llewellyn  J.  Smith.  Live  Biloxi,  Mississippi. 

Issue: 

1.  Orin  Davidson  Smith 

2.  Patricia  L.  Smith 

4.  Joyce  Davidson,  born  June  9,  1918;  married  James  E.  Elliott. 
Live  2906  Virginia  Street,  Houston,  Texas. 

Issue: 

1.  James  Elliott,  Jr. 

2.  Barbara  Elliott 

3.  Beverly  Elliott 

5.  Patricia  Davidson,  bom  March  17,  1928;  married  Robert  F. 
Coveirt.  live  Meridian,  Mississippi. 

Issue: 

1.  Robert  Covert 

2.  Patrick  Covert 

3.  Christie  Covert 

4.  Dana  Covert 

5.  Colquitt  Davidson,  married  Harriett  Crawford  of  LaGrange,  Georgia 
Issue: 

1.  William  Davidson  married  Tabitha  _ ;  lives  in 

Wilmington,  N.  C. 

2.  David  Davidson  married  Ann  _ ,  lives  in  Columbia, 

S.  C. 

Issue: 

1.  David  Davidson,  Jr. 

3.  Iris  Davidson  married  _ _ Burbage,  lives  in 

Greenville,  S.  C. 

Issue: 

1.  Iris  Burbage 

4.  Vine lie  Davidson,  married  Lee  Matthews,  lives  in 
Plymouth,  Florida. 

Issue: 

1.  William  Davidson  Matthews 

2.  Dorothy  Mathews  Lyons 

6.  Corynne  Davidson,  married  Emory  J.  Moon;  lives  1838  Jackson  St,,NE 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Issue: 

1.  Martha  Moon  married  Wallace  K.  Bailey,  Washington  D.C. 
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Issue: 


1.  Elizabeth  Bailey 

2.  Sara  Ann  Bailey 

3.  Wallace  Bailey 

4.  Doris  Bailey 

2.  Alice  Moon  married  Arthur  H.  Bartlett,  lives  Washington,  D.C. 
Issue: 

1.  Robert.  Orin  Bartlett 

2.  Rosemary  Bartlett 

3.  Allison  Bartlett, 

3,  Doris  Moon  married  Richard  Freer,  Washington,  D.C. 

7.  Mary  Elizabeth  Davidson  married  James  R.  Little,  Gilmer,  Texas. 

Both  deceased. 

Issue: 

1.  Dr.  Van  Allen  Little,  married  Mary  _ _  Texas  A  &  M. 

Issue: 

1.  A  son. 

2.  Dr.  Raymond  Little  married. 

Issue: 

3  children 

3.  Dr.  Aubrey  Little  married  Novella  Davis,  Witchita  Falls,  Tex. 
Issue: 

1.  Mary  Beth  Weinstein 

2.  Nora  Ann  Green 

8.  Larkin  Davidson  died  as  infant. 

9.  Arthur  Davidson  died  as  infant. 

r-  ->  *  *-  *  * 

IX,  JOHN  WESLEY  DAVIDSON  born  January  12,  1830,  Harris  County,  Ga. ,  died 
October  20,  1903.  Married  February  10,  1858  to  Eliza  Jane  Wright  (Book 
D  page  171,  Troup  County,  Georgia  Court  House).  She  bom  March  1,  1840 
LaFayette,  Alabama;  died  April  26,  1922.  Both  buried  Antioch  Baptist 
Church,  located  between  LaFayette  and  Camp  Hill,  Alabama. 

Issue: 

1.  Eiye  Davidson,  bom  November  21,  1858  at  Providence  Church 
Community,  near  LaFayette,  Ala.  Died  April  4,  1902,  Lafayette, 
Alabama.  Married  January  13,  1880  to  John  Frederick  Yates,  he 
bom  June  5,  1854,  LaFayette,  Alabama.  He  died  May  23,  1918. 

Both  buried  Antioch  Baptist  Church. 

Issue: 

1.  Twins  bom  1881,  died  in  infancy 

3.  David  Yates,  bom  September  18,  1890,  died  June  19,  1950., 
buried  Elba,  Alabama.  Married  1913  to  Ethel  Hare,  she 
lives  in  Elba,  Alabama. 

Issue: 

1.  Wallace  Kimble  Yates,  bom  September  5,  1920. 
Married  1942  to  Nomia  Simpson  in  Texas.  Live 
Savannah,  Georgia 
Issue: 

1.  Ann  Yates,  bom  1944 

2.  Linda  Yates,  bom  1946 
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4.  Ralph  Edwin  Yates,  born  July  18,  1892,  LaFayette,  Ala., 
died  February  23,  1945,  buried  in  Tennessee.  Married 
(1)  1930  Aline  Barker  of  Elba,  Alabama.  No  Issue. 

Married  (2)  1935  to  Gertie  May  Bright.  Lives  Huntington, 
Tenn. 

Issue: 

1.  Bobby  Yates 

2.  Mary  Elizabeth  Yates 

3.  Rose  Marie  Yates 

5.  Mary  Lillian  Yates,  born  March  18,  1894,  LaFayette,  Ala. 
Married  August  10,  1913  to  Lee  Allen  Lovelace,  he  bom 
August  4,  1887,  son  of  Lon  Lovelace.  Live  in  LaFayette, 
Alabama.  R.F.D. 

Issue: 

1.  James  Iynwood  Lovelace,  bom  June  24,  1914  in 
Decatur,  Ala.,  married  1941  to  Faye  Morris  in 
West  Point,  Georgia.  Live  LaFayette,  Ala.,  Rt.  1 

2.  Mary  Christine  Lovelace,  born  August  20,  1920. 
Married  August  20,  1938  to  Jim  Luther  Duke  of 
LaFayette,  Ala.  live  Lanett,  Ala.,  Route  1. 

Issue: 

1.  Mary  Jim  Duke,  born  January  2,  1944 

2.  Brenda  Elaine  Duke,  bom  April  5,  1949 

3.  Steven  Lee  Duke,  born  May  1?,  1958 

3.  Frederick  Allen  Lovelace,  bom  May  30  1924, 
LaFayette,  Ala.,  married  June  4,  1949  to  Virginia 
Seagrest  of  Shorter,  Alabama.  Live  in  Lanett,  Ala. 

4.  Ralph  Curtis  Lovelace,  bom  August  10,  1926. 

Lives  LaFayette,  Ala. 

5.  Nell  lave  lie  Lovelace,  bom  December  1,  1930  in 
LaFayette,  Ala.  Married  June  25,  1949  in  West 
Point,  Georgia  to  Clarence  Grady  Welch.  Live 
LaFayette,  Ala.,  Rt.  #  3. 

Issue: 

1.  Peggy  Kay  Welch,  bom  November  21,  1951 

2.  Jane  Welch,  born  December  26,  1953. 

2.  John  Nolan  Davidson,  born  July  22,  I860  in  Provident  Church 
Community  near  LaFayette,  Ala.,  died  August  11,  1932  LaFayette, 
Ala.  Married  1896  in  West  Point,  Georgia  to  Alice  Eastwood 
Stywald,  she  bom  February  9,  1873,  died  February  27,  1925. 

Both  buried  LaFayette  City  Cemetery,  LaFayette,  Ala. 

Issue: 

1.  Ruby  Evelyn  Davidson,  born  March  5,  1898,  Lafayette,  Ala, 
Died  June  24,  1899.  Buried  LaFayette  City  Cemetery. 

2.  William  Wesley  Davidson,  born  September  22,  1900,  died 
July  28,  1901,  buried  LaFayette  City  Cemetery. 

3.  Mary  Blanche  Davidson,  born  June  11,  1902,  died  October 
13,  1928,  buried  LaFayette  City  Cemetery. 

4.  John  Nolan  Davidson,  Jr.,  born  June  17,  1904,  Lafayette, 
Ala. ,  married  November  11,  1933  to  Annie  Lee  I la  Cotter, 
she  bom  September  25,  1904,  the  daughter  of  James 
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Edward  and  Mattie  Frances  (Clark)  Cotter.  Live  in 
LaFayctte,  Alabama,  Route  #  4. 

Issue: 

1.  Betty  Ann  Davidson,  born  April  26,  1936,  LaFayctte, 
Alabama.  Married  April  20,  1957  to  Walter  Clyde 
Scott,  he  born  January  7,  1932  at  Penton,  Alabama, 
the  son  of  filter  Gordon  and  Mlttio  Etta  (Ragsdale) 
Scott.  Live  West  Point,  Georgia 

5.  Nellie  Ruth  Davidson,  bom  December  25,  1910,  LaFayette, 

Alabama.  Single.  Lives  Andalusia,  Alabama. 

3.  Melton  Ulisions  Davidson,  born  1862,  LaFayette,  Ala.,  died  1927 
arri  buried  Antioch  Baptist  Church.  Single. 

4.  Melissa  Kate  Davidson,  born  March  24,  1866,  LaFayette,  Ala,,  died 
August  10,  1910  in  Oklahoma  City,  Okla.  Married  June  3,  1886  in 
LaFayette,  Ala.,  to  Thomas  Johnson,* he  bom  October  13,  1859  in 
Vfest  Point,  Georgia.  Died  July  9,  1919  in  Lacoochee,  Florida. 

Buried  West  Point,  Ga,  *(  Full  name  Luke  Thomas  Johnson) 

Issue; 

1.  Mary  Kate  Johnson,  born  December  5,  1887  Fredorda,  Ala. 

Married  1911  in  Oklahoma  City,  Okla.,  to  William  B. 

Bradley,  he  bom  Greenville  Ark.  Live  Oklahoma  City. 

2.  Charlie  Nolan  Johnson,  bom  May  24,  1889  LaFayette,  Ala, 

Married  August  14,  19U  in  San  Francisco,  Calif.,  to 
Millie  A.  Anderson  of  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  Live  88? 

Faxon  Ave. ,  San  Francisco,  Calif, 

3.  William  Thomas  Johnson,  born  Kay  9,  1891  LaFayette,  Ala, 

Married  October  11,  1916  in  Charleston,  S.  C.,  to  Mattie 
Theresa  Blanche,  she  bom  October  2,  1894  in  Charleston, 

S.C.  Live  1814  Redwood  St.,  Charleston  Hgts.,  62  S.  C. 

Issue: 

1.  Infant  son  born  October  21,  1917,  Westfield,  Mass. 

Died  October  21,  1917 

2.  William  Thoms  Johnson,  Jr.,  bom  November  28, 

1923,  Charleston,  S.C.  Married  March  5,  1947  to 
Margaret  .Rosamond  Francis,  she  bom  November  6, 

1922  in  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Issue: 

1.  Rosamond  Theresa  Johnson,  bom  December  18, 

1947  Charleston,  S,  C. 

2.  Thomasene  Lee  Johnson,  bora  December  17, 

1948  Charleston,  S.C. 

3.  Wi il'i  am  Thomas  Johnson  III,  born  October 
11,  1950,  Charleston,  died  March  26,  1951. 

4.  Dike  Thomas  Johnson,  bom  January  4,  1953. 

4.  Arnold  Wesley  Johnson,  bom  May  11,  1895,  LaFayette,  Ala., 
died  June  22,  1949  in  Washington,  D.C.  Married  October  25,  1925 
in  Easton,  Pa.,  to  Anna  McFadden  of  Easton,  Pa. 

Alice  Lee  Davidson,  born  18?2  in  LaFayette,  Ala.,  died  1955. 
Married  1895^o~ James  A.  Tucker,  he  bom  1871  Opelika,  Ala. 

Died  1936.  Both  buried  Opelika,  Ala.,  City  Cemetery. 
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6.  Virginia  Irene  Davidson,  born  November  15,  1873,  LaFayette, 
Alabama;  died  September  19,  1904.  Buried  Antioch  Baptist 
Church  Cemetery.  Single, 

7.  Celicia  Davidson,  born  February  18,  1877;  Married  December 
28,  1903  to  Robert  Thomas  Jolmson.  Live  Opelika,  Alabama. 

8.  Infant  died  at  birth. 

X.  Perry  Davidson 

XI.  Patrick  Davidson,  drowned  as  a  youth  while  basket  fishing  in  the 
Chattahoochee  River. 

XII.  Mercy  Arm  Davidson,  married  October  1,  1852  to  John  Winston. 

Married  second  to  John  Grant. 

XIII.  Nancy  Davidson,  married  Nicholas  Hutchinson,  She  his  second  wife. 

XIV.  Missouri  Rhetta  Davidson,  born  May  20,  1829;  died  September  23,1903. 
Married  November  27,  1855  to  Thomas  Benjamin  Johnson,  he  bora  August 
20,  1829;  'died  July  11,  1908.  Both  buried  Pineivood  Cemetery  in 
West  Point, '  Georgia.  He  was  the  son  of  Jane  Leverett  Johnson  and 
Ben  Johnson,  half  brother  to  Lucretia  Jane  (Leverett)  Davidson. 
Issue:' 

1.  Arthur  Dow  Johnson,  born  July  8,  I860;  died  December  7, 
1896.  Buried  Pinewood  Cemetery,  West  Point,  Georgia. 

2.  John  Thomas  Johnson 

3.  Bessie  Johnson  married  Will  Cleaveland  of  LaGrange,  Georgia, 
December  6,  1883. 

Issue: 

1.  Maidell  Cleaveland,  married  W.  A.  Briggs.  Lives 
in  South  Carolina. 

2.  Bessie  Cleaveland,  died  unmarried. 

3.  Louis  Cleaveland 

4.  Vamroy  Cleaveland 

5.  Thomas  Roy  Cleaveland 

6.  William  L.  Cleaveland 


Some  of  the  foregoing  data  was  obtained  from  the  ELIAS  DAVIDSON  Family 
Bible,  Stereotyped,  Printed  and  Published  by  H.  &  E.  Phinney,  and  sold  by 
them  at  their  bookstore  and  booksellers  generally  in  the  United  States, 
1842.  (In  possession  of  Miss  Phyllis  Davidson,  West  Point,  Georgia) 
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THE  DAVIDSON  FAMILY 


FAMILY  LAUDS 


The  plantation  lands  of  JOHN  DAVIDSON,  born  1792,  died  1862,  lay  in 
Harris  County,  Georgia,  about  11  miles  from  West  Point,  about  five  miles  from 
Whitesville,  about  11  miles  from  Hamilton,  the  county  seat,  and  about  27 
miles  from  Columbus.  Lands  originally  owned  in  Troup  and  Muscogee  counties, 
both  laid  out  in  1826,  became  Harris  County  lands  when  Harris  County  was  laid 
out  in  1827  from  parts  of  Troup  and  Muscogee  counties.  Thus  it  is  that  re¬ 
cords  of  land  transactions  of  JOHN  DAVIDSON,  his  sons,  and  others  of  the 
family,  may  be  found  in  the  county  records  at  Hamilton  (Harris  County); 
LaGrange  (Troup  County);  and  Columbus  (Muscogee  County). 

WILLIAM  DAVIDSON,  John’s  father,  was  bom  in  Virginia  in  1753.  As  a 
Revolutionary  War  soldier,  (ensign  in  Sixth  Virginia  Regiment)  he  was  granted 
land  for  his  services,  which  he  took  up  in  Wilkes  County,  Georgia,  where  he 
reared  his  family.  The  grant  was  450  acres.  It  was  granted  him  on  May  25, 
1787,  and  appears  of  record  in  the  Office  of  Secretary  of  State,  Atlanta,  Ga., 
in  Grant  Book  "NUN",  page  303 j  and  a  plat  of  the  grant  is  recorded  in  Plat 
Book  "K",  page  124.  He  later  moved  to  Alabama,  and  died  at  Tuscaloosa  in 
1849.  Papers  of  the  Alabama  Historical  Society,  No.  16028,  1904,  state  he 
is  buried  near  the  central  part  of  the  old  cemetery  there. 

Records  at  Tuscaloosa,  Tuscaloosa  County,  Alabama,  show  that  WILLIAM 
DAVIDSON  bought  80  acres  in  that  county,  the  Southeast  fraction  west  of  the 
Black  Warrior  River  of  Section  38,  Township  20,  Range  9,  in  the  District  of 
Tuscaloosa  on  March  19,  1825,  from  one  Henry  Russell  for  $300.00.  (Deed 
Book  "E",  page  213). 

WILLIAM  DAVIDSON  sold  150  acres,  the  Southwest  tracing  east  of  the  river 
of  Section  30,  Township  20  of  Range  8,  West,  on  August  4,  1834,  to  one  John 
Snider,  (Deed  Book  "K",  page  254,  Tuscaloosa  County,  Ala.)  His  wife,  Jane 
S.  Davidson,  recorded  a  release  and  relinquished  her  right  and  title  to  the 
land  conveyed  by  her  husband  to  John  Snider  on  February  13,  1835. 

WILLIAM  DAVIDSON  may  have  lived  for  a  while  in  Harris  County,  Georgia, 
before  going  to  Alabama.  Harris  County  Superior  Court  minutes  of  the  March 
term,  1829,  (Minute  Book  "A",  page  18),  show  a  case  No.  13  carried  over  from 
the  January,  1828  term,  of  Joel  Kinsey  versus  William  Davidson.  Disposition 
only  of  the  case  is  given,  scire  facias ,  Dismissed. 

The  year  JOHN  DAVIDSON  came  to  Harris  County  is  not  definitely  known, 
but  it  was  after  his  marriage  in  Warren  County,  Georgia,  to  Elizabeth 
Nichols.  He  came  to  Harris  County  in  the  1830* s,  and  lived  there  awhile 
before  he  was  drawn  as  a  Grand  Juror  at  the  October,  1838  term  of  Harris 
County  Superior  Court.  John  Davidson  is  listed  as  Grand  Juror  No.  16,  and 
he  was  drawn  to  serve  at  the  April,  1839  term  of  court.  He  was  drawn  at  the 
same  time  as  Juror  No.  43  in  the  list  of  Petit  Jurors  to  serve  at  the  April, 
1839  term  of  court.  This  is  the  first  record  of  him  found  in  the  First 
Minute  Book  of  the  Court,  Book  "A",  and  is  on  page  330.  The  minutes  for 
April,  1839,  however,  do  not  show  him  empaneled  among  the  jurors  who  actually 
served  that  term,  so  he  evidently  was  excused. 

ELIAS  DAVIDSON,  John’s  son,  was  drawn  as  Petit  Juror  No.  46,  and  John’s 
brother,  Oliver  Davidson,  was  drawn  as  Grand  Juror  No.  12  at  the  September, 
1839  term  of  Harris  Superior  Court,  for  service  at  the  March,  1840  term. 

The  record  for  the  Grand  Jurors  empaneled  at  serve  March  23,  1840,  does  not 
include  Oliver  Davidson,  but  Elias  Davidson  was  empaneled  in  Jury  No.  1, 
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Petit  Jurors,  as  Juror  No,  7.  Elias  Davidson  served  as  Juror  No,  4  on  a 
horse  stealing  case,  "one  flea  bitten  gray  horse,  fourteen  years  old  of  the 
value  of  Eighty  Dollars",  These  records  may  be  found  in  Minute  Book  "A", 
Harris  County  Superior  Court,  pages  334,  388  and  403. 

Harris  County  records  show  that  JOHN  DAVIDSON’S  sons,  Elias  and  Albert, 
bought  land  in  the  Fifth  Land  District  of  original  Troup,  now  Harris  County, 
in  1838,  (Deed  Book  "C",  page  736,  303-3/4  acres  of  land  Lots  Nos.  108,  109, 
for  $2500.00) 

The  first  recorded  purchase  by  JOHN  DAVIDSON  of  lands  is  found  in 
Harris  County  Deed  Book  "C",  page  823,  October  12,  1840,  recorded  October 
17,  1840.  This  was  Land  Lot  356,  20th  Land  District  of  originally  Muscogee 
County  but  then  Harris  County.  The  land,  202^  acres,  was  bought  from 
William  C.  Osborn  for  $700,00. 

On  October  5,  1842,  he  bought  780  acres  in  the  Fifth  Land  District,  of 
originally  Troup  County,  but  then  Harris  County,  consisting  of  Land  Lots 
51,  HI,  114,  and  172.  Purchase  price  was  $1,000.00  paid  to  Alfred  Iverson. 
Deed  is  recorded  in  Book  "D",  page  240,  November  7,  1842. 

Another  purchase  was  made  on  June  6,  1843,  JOHN  DAVIDSON  being  the  high 
bidder  at  a  sheriff’s  sale  of  land  being  sold  at, public  outcry  in  Hamilton. 
For  $8.00,  Land  Lot  170  was  "knocked  off  to  him"  and  recorded  September  5, 
1843,  Book  "D",  page  334.  This  land  consisted  of  202^  acres,  and  was  in  the 
Fifth  Land  District  of  originally  Troup  County,  but  then  Harris  County. 

JOHN  DAVIDSON  paid  $2,500,00  for  405  acres  of  land  in  Lots  103  and  104, 
in  deed  recorded  June  30,  1852,  Deed  Book  "F",  page  283,  from  Alexander  M. 
Wilkinson.  This  land  lay  in  the  Fourth  Land  District  of  Harris  County. 

In  addition,  other  old  deeds  of  record  in  Harris  and  Troup  Counties, 
show  John  Davidson  and  family  owning  the  following  lands: 


Land  Lot 

'“"Tog"™ 

Acres 

202-1/2 

District  &  County 

5th 6  District  -  Troup 

107 

202-1/2 

ii 

it  ii 

108 

202-1/2 

n 

"  (4  Troup; 

■  j  Harris ) 

109 

202-1 

ii 

"  Harris 

115 

70 

ii 

ii  it 

118 

202-1/2 

it 

"  Troup 

119 

202-1/2 

it 

ii  ii 

171 

202-1/2 

ii 

11  Harris 

184 

101-1/4 

1588-3/4 

ii 

"Troup( Lottery  106) 

The  total 

of  all  the  lends  is 

3,178-3/4  acres. 

A  complete  search  has 

not  been  made  in  the  records  of  Harris,  Troup  and  Muscogee  Counties,  and 
that  the  holdings  were  considerable  is  evident.  The  Fifth  Land  District 
of  Harris  County  is  named  DAVIDSON  DISTRICT  for  John  Davidson.  This  is 
Georgia  Militia  District  781. 

A  considerable  amount  of  these  original  lands  of  the  family  is  still 
owned  by  descendants  of  John  Davidson  living  in  West  Point,  Georgia, 

Research  by  William  H.  Davidson 
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"HOMESTEAD  PLACE" 


/■> 


THE  JOHN  DAVIDSON  PLANTATION  HOME 
HARRIS  COUNTY,  GEORGIA 


Built  about  18A0 
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OLD  JOHN  DkV IDS ON  HOUSE 


Near  Chipley,  Harris  County,  Georgia 
3  or  4  Miles  North  of  Whitesville 


The  house  is  in  the  Greek  revival  style  and  was  built  about  1845* 

It  was  built  by  John  Davidson,  who  had  settled  in  Harris  County  a  few  years 
previously.  Inspiration  for  the  house  came  from  the  famous  Fontaine  House 
in  Columbus,  Georgia  (Bealwood),  now  burned.  The  Fontaine  House  was  the 
home  of  John  Fontaine,  who  came  to  Columbus  In  1828,  and  was  its  first 
Mayor  in  1836. 

John  Davidson  hired  a  slave  from  Fontaine's  to  get  measurements.  He 
then  went  to  his  woods  and  selected  trees.  He  made  out  his  bill  of  lumber, 
had  it  sawed  on  his  sawmill  and  kiln  dried  it.  Every  piece  is  heart  pine, 
mortised,  tenoned  and  pinned,  and  no  nails  were  used.  Shingles  were  split 
and  dried  on  the  place.  The  sills  and  girders  are  hewn  and  not  sawed.  The 
brick  for  the  three  outside  end  chimneys,  of  a  beautiful  soft  shade  of  red, 
were  made  of  clay  on  the  plantation. 

The  center  two  story  porch  has  two  solid  wood  columns  with  pseudo 
Ionic  caps  supporting  a  pediment.  The  house  has  gable  roofs,  with  outside 
brick  end  chimneys  whose  foundations  are  on  stone.  Under  the  two  story 
porch  there  is  a  free-hanging  balcony  with  wood  balustrade  over  a  double 
doorway  with  a  fanlight.  A  matching,  slightly  smaller  double  doorway  with 
fanlight  opens  onto  the  upstairs  balcony. 

There  is  paneled  wainscoting  of  excellent  workmanship  on  the  interior, 
paneled  doors  mostly  of  the  well  known  six-panel  type,  and  the  risers  of 
the  stairway  in  the  ha.ll  are  decorated  with  an  applied  classic  motif.  There 
is  a  small  stairway  from  the  diningroom  to  the  second  story. 

The  house  is  one  room  deep  with  a  center  hall,  from  which  the  stair¬ 
way  rises.  The  dining  room  is  in  an  ell,  and  there  is  a  shed  room  on  the 
back  porch.  Originally  the  kitchen  was  in  a  building  separate  from  the  main 
house,  but  it  has  been  torn  down. 

An  attractive  and  unusual  feature  of  the  house  are  the  ornate  cornices 
decorating  it  on  all  sides  under  the  second  story  eaves. 

John  Davidson  was  born  in  Warren  County,  Georgia,  January  19,  1792, 
and  moved  to  Harris  County  in  the  1830’s.  He  married  Elizabeth  Nichols  of 
Warren  County,  who  was  born  September  30,  1794.  He  died  May  28,  1862  and 
his  wife  died  September  7,  1870.  They  are  buried  in  the  family  graveyard 
near  the  house. 


William  J.  Davidson,  a  grandson,  who  was  living  in  Columbus,  Georgia, 
in  December  1936,  furnished  the  building  data  about  the  house,  built  with 
slave  labor. 

This  fine  old  house  was  included  in  a  national  survey  of  historical 
buildings  made  that  year,  and  a  description  and  picture  of  it  is  in  the 
Library  of  Congress,  under  reference  HABS  No.  GA-1144.  Harold  Bush-Brown, 
noted  architect,  was  Georgia  district  officer  of  the  HABS  at  the  time. 


The  house  is  of  wood  construction  throughout,  and  the  present  condition 
of  it  is  poor. 


(Written  by)  William  H.  Davidson 
West  Point,  Georgia 


June  3,  1958 
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STiiTE  OF  GEORG IA  ) 
Harris  County  ) 


THE  VJ  ILL  OF  JOHN  DAVIDSON 


In  the  name  of  God,  Amen. 

I,  John  Davidson,  of  said  County  and  State,  being 
of  advancea  age  but  of  sound  and  disposing  mind  and  memory,  knowing  that  I 
must  shortly  depart  this  life,  deem  it  right  and  proper,  both  as  respects  my 
family  and  myself,  that  I  should  make  a  disposition  of  the  property  with 
which  a  kind  Providence  has  blessed  me. 

First  I  desire  and  direct  that  my  body  be  buried  in  a  decent  Christian- 
like  manner. 

Secondly  I  desire  and  direct  that  all  my  just  debts  be  paid  without  delay 
by  my  Executors  hereinafter  appointed. 

Thirdly  I  give  and  bequeath  and  devise  to  my  beloved  wife,  Elizabeth,  Lots 

of  Land  numbers  Two  Hundred  and  Seventy,  and  Two  Hundred  and  Seventy 
One  in  the  4th.  District  of  Harris  County,  Georgia,  and  Lots  Numbers 
Forty  Six  and  Forty  Seven  in  the  5th.  District  of  said  County  and 
State,  for  and  during  her  natural  life  only;  and  at  her  death  to 
be  equally  divided  between  all  of  my  children:  —  the  property  above 
bequeathed  and  devised  to  my  wife  to  be  in  lieu  of  her  uower  in  all 
of  my  real  Estate.  I  also  give  and  bequeath  to  my  said  wife,  two 
mules  named  Beck  and  Rhody,  sufficienty  of  farming  utensils,  cattle 
and  hcgs  to  be  selected  by  my  Executors;  —  Also  my  household  and 
kitchen  furniture,  and  a  sufficienty  of  provisions  for  one  years 
support . 

Fourthly  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  beloved  wife,  for  and  curing  her  natural 
life  only,  the  following  negro  slaves  to  wit: —  Champion,  a  man 
about  thirty  years  old,  and  his  wile  named  Sophy,  and  their  child¬ 
ren,  Richmon-.,  Fanny  and  Sally,  —  a  negro  woman  named  Gatsey,  and 
negro  boy  named  John  Francis  and  negro  man  named  Bob  about  twenty 
one  or  two  years  old;  and  at  her  death  the  said  negroes  to  be 
equally  divided  between  all  of  my  children  (except  Nancy  Hutchinson 
and  Mercy  Ann  Grant . ) 

Fifthly  The  balance  of  my  negro  property,  I  devise  and  direct  shall  be 

equally  divided  between  my  children;  except  Nancy  Hutchinson  and 
Mercy  <din  Grant  (having  already  given  to  them  by  deeds  of  Gifts  such 
negroes  as  I  intend  them  to  have,  and  which  negroes  so  given  to  them 
are  not  included  in  this  Item  of  my  Will.) 

Sixthly  The  Reserve  of  my  personal  property,  not  herein  already  bequeathed: 

Such  as  Mules,  Hogs,  Money  etc;  and  also  my  landed  Estate  not  be¬ 
queathed  to  my  wife.  Shall  be  equally  divided  between  all  of  my 
children,  including  Nancy  Hutchinson  ana  Mercy  Ann  Grant. 

Seventhly  I  hereby  constitute  and  appoint  Albert  Davidson  and  Elias  Davidson 
Executors  of  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament,  This  august  7,  I860. 

(Signed)  JOHN  DAVIDSON  (L.S.) 

Signed,  sealed,  declared  and  published  by  JOHN  DAVIDSON  as  his  last  Will  and 
Testament  in  presence  of  us  the  un_.ersigneJ  who  subscribed  our  names  hereto  in 
the  presence  of  said  Testator  at  his  special  instance  and  request  and  in  the 
pre  sence  of  each  other. 

This  August  7th  1860 

Benjamin  Walker  -  -  Fleming  Parker  -  -  Gustavus  A.  Myhan^,  J.P. 
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THE  DAVIDSON  FAMILY 


The  Sale  of  "Homestead  Place" 


John  Davidson,  owner  and  builder  of  "Homestead  Place",  died  in 
1862.  His  estate  "was  left  as  dower  by  will  to  his  wife,  Elizabeth 
Davidson.  When  she  died  in  1870,  their  sons,  Albert  and  Elias  Davidson, 
were  administrators  of  the  estate,  and  appraisers  were  appointed  to 
inventory  it, 

"Homestead  Place"  is  located  on  Land  Lot  270,  4th  District, 
(WhitesviUe  District)  Harris  County,  Georgia.  The  home  and  lands  left 
in  dower  to  Elizabeth  Davidson  were  Land  Lots  270  and  271,  of  the  4th. 
District  and  Land  Lots  46  and  47  of  the  5th  District  (Davidson  District) 
of  Harris  County,  Georgia.  These  810  acres,  more  or  less,  were  appraised 
at  $7,400.00. 

John  Davidson's  plantation  home  was  known  as  "Homestead  Place",  and 
was  sold  to  his  son,  William  Davidson,  in  1872,  for  $2,831.00.  The  price 
paid  included  Land  Lots  270  and  47.  Land  Lot  271  was  sold  to  Murdock 
Cameron  for  $2,065.00,  and  Land  Lot  46  was  sold  to  Nicholas  Hutchinson 
for  $1,850.00. 

The  estate  was  inventoried  and  appraised  in  October,  1870.  A  sale 
of  the  "Perishable  Property  of  Elizabeth  Davidson"  was  held  shortly 
thereafter.  The  list  of  people  recorded  as  buyers  reads  somewhat  like 
a  census  of  the  county  neighborhood  at  the  time.  More  than  fifty  people 
bought  one  hundred  and  forty-two  lots  of  goods  at  the  sale,  Davidsons 
attending  the  sale  and  recorded  as  buyers  were  the  following: 


Albert  Davidson 
Elias  Davidson 


Nathan  Davidson 
Henry  Davidson 
George  Davidson 
Reese  Davidson 
Frank  Davidson 
Bill  Davidson 


William  Davidson 


F.  R.  Davidson 
Thomas  Davidson 
P.  G.  Davidson 


Albert  Davidson  bought  a  washstand,  a  chest,  featherbed,  mattresses, 
bedding  and  tablecloths,  and  two  scythes,  Elias  Davidson  bought  a  table, 
cover,  feather  pillows,  bowl  and  pitcher  and  another  table,  William 
Davidson  bought  a  gin  and  cotton  press,  two  bedsteads,  bedding,  a  ward¬ 
robe,  and  window  curtains.  F.  R.  Davidson  bought  six  chairs,  a  clock, 
candlesticks,  trays,  teaspoons,  a  lot  of  tubs  and  a  hog.  Thomas  Davidson 
bought  a  cow, "Lize",  a  castor  and  a  lot  of  tools,  P.  G.  Davidson  bought 
a  bedstead  and  a  silver  watch. 

Nathan  Davidson  bought  a  cow, "Dalla",  a  hog  and  a  buggy.  Henry 
Davidson  bought  a  cow, "Molly",  a  hog,  and  two  cotton  mattresses.  George 
Davidson  bought  one  counterpane.  Reese  Davidson  bought  three  chairs. 
Frank  Davidson  bought  six  plates  and  two  pickle  dishes.  Bill  Davidson 
bought  one  table. 
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That  the  Davidson  home  was  well  and  comfortably'  furnished  is 
evident  from  the  long  list  of  household  items.  The  bedsteads,  tables, 
chairs,  cupboards,  looking  glasses,  china,  goblets,  silver,  clock  and 
other  furnishings,  together  with  a  large  variety  of  plantation  equipment, 
brought  good  prices,  perhaps,  for  the  times  -  -  so  soon  after  the  War 
Between  the  States. 

Among  the  machines  that  had  seen  much  service  during  the  war  years 
were  a  spinning  wheel,  a  reel,  a  loom  and  a  sewing  machine.  These  were 
sold  along  with  such  personal  items  as  a  Bible,  two  histories,  a  Life 
of  Christ,  miscellaneous  books,  and  "specks  case". 

Details  of  the  sale  on  which  this  article  is  based  are  to  be  found 
in  the  Records  of  the  Ordinary’s  Office,  Hamilton,  Harris  County, 

Book  56,  pages  36,  272. 

Research  has  not  been  done  to  determine  how  long  "Homestead  Place" 
was  owned  by  hi  Hi  am  Davidson.  In  the  years  after  1872  it  was  owned  by 
Lorenzo  D.  Hutchinson,  whose  plantation  lands  adjoined  the  Davidson  lands. 
From  the  Hutchinson  Estate,  it  was  sold  to  Mrs.  Eunice  Davidson  Moss  on 
January  7,  1903.  It  was  then  owned  by  the  late  A.  C.  Booker  and  W.  E. 
Booker,  of  West  Point,  Georgia.  For  many  years  colored  tenant  farmers 
lived  in  the  house  and  produced  fine  cotton  and  corn  crops.  On  May  31, 
1937,  the  place  was  conveyed  to  Mrs.  Rossa  A.  Booker  (Mrs.  W.  E.  Booker) 
who  sold  the  house  and  Land  Lot  270  to  Thomas  T.  and  J.  Phillip  Jones, 
of  West  Point,  Georgia,  on  November  7,  194-6,  the  present  owners. 


-  William  H.  Daxddson 

May  23,  1959 
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Deeding  of  Land  for  Recorded  May  27,  1871 

SARDIS  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Harris  County  N.  H.  Barden,  Clerk 

in  Deed  Book  H,  Page  372 
Harris  County,  Georgia 


FOR  AND  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  $10.00  in  hand  paid  by 
Nicholas  Hutchinson,  Alvin  Myhand  and  James  Thompson,  Trustees  for  the 
Sardis  Baptist  Church,  for  the  time  being  and  for  their  successors  in 
office,  of  the  aforesaid  County  and  State,  we,  Albert  Davidson  and  Elias 
Davidson,  Executors  of  the  last  Will  of  John  Davidson,  deceased,  late  of 
said  County  and  State,  do  hereby  give,  grant,  bargain,  sell,  alien  and 
convey  unto  the  said  Nicholas  Hutchinson,  Alvin  Myhand,  and  James  Thompson, 
Trustees  as  aforesaid  and  their  successors  in  office,  the  following  lands, 
towit : 

The  land  whereon  Sardis  Meeting  House  now  stands,  supposed  to  be 
eight  acres,  more  or  less,  and  lines  agreed  upon  are  as  follows:  beginning 
at  a  stake,  northeast  of  the  meeting  house  spring  and  running  southwards 
along  a  line  of  marked  trees  seventy-five  rods  to  a  stake  corner  on  or  near 
the  line  of  land  as  originally  surveyed,  thence  west  on  or  near  the  land 
line  twenty  rods  to  a  stake  corner,  thence  northward  fifty-one  rods  to  a 
stake,  thence  northeast  thirty  rods  on  a  line  of  marked  trees  to  the  be¬ 
ginning  corner,  containing  eight  acres,  more  or  less.  Together  with  aU 
the  privileges  and  appurtenances  thereto  in  any  wise  belonging  (to)  the  said 
party  of  the  first  part,  to  have  the  lands  herein  described,  so  long  as  it 
is  used  for  church  or  religious  purposes,  and  when  it  ceases  to  be  used  for 
church  or  religious  purposes,  the  title  to  the  same  to  become  the  property 
then  owning  the  balance  of  the  lot  of  which  this  is  a  part  except  two  acres 
immediately  where  the  graveyard  now  is,  which  is  to  be  used  by  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  in  common  for  a  graveyard  or  burying  ground,  and  such  houses  and  build¬ 
ings  as  may  be  on  it  at  the  time  it  ceases  to  be  used  for  church  or  religious 
purposes,  they  to  be  sold  or  removed  by  the  church  at  their  discretion. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  have 
hereto  set  their  hands  and  seal  this  October  22nd  day  A.D.  1870. 

Albert  Davidson,  Executor  (L.S.) 

Elias  Davidson  (L.S.) 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered 
in  the  presence  of: 

Fleming  Parker 
G.  A.  Myhand,  J.P. 
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CORNERSTONE  OF  BETHEL  METHODIST 

CHURCH 

Troup  County,  Georgia 


BETHEL  M.  E.  CHURCH,  SOUTH 
Organized  about  1830 
Erected  1906 


W.  C.  Fox,  Pastor 


Building  Committee 


J.  L.  LOVELACE 
H.  W.  HARRALSON 
H.  B.  DAVIDSON 


J.  B.  HODNETT 
JOHN  W.  WARD 


R.  L.  NELSON 

Contractor 


THE  DAVIDSON  FAMILY 


The  Deeding  of  Land  to  Bethel  Acadeftiy 

by 

JOHN  CALVIN  DAVIDSON 

to 

H.  B.  DAVIDSQN  ) 

L.  T.  C.  LOVELACE  ) 

M.  M.  TGTMIE  )  -  Trustees 

L.  H.  TRAYLOR  ) 

A.  F.  WARD  ) 

STATE  OF  GEORGIA  ) 

TROUP  COUNTY  ) 

This  indenture  made  this  26th  day  of  December  1887  between 
JOHN  C.  DAVIDSON  of  the  first  part  and  H.  B.  DAVIDSON,  L.  T.  C.  LOVELACE, 

M.  K.  TOMMIE,  L.  H.  TRAYLOR  and  A.  F.  WARD, 

Trustees  of  Bethel  Academy  of  the  second  part,  all  of  said 
County  and  State,  Witnesseth,  that  the  said  John  C.  Davidson,  for  and  in 
consideration  of  the  Interest  he  has  in  Education,  hath  given,  granted, 
and  aliened  and  conveyed  unto  the  said  Trustees  of  Bethel  Academy  and  their 
Successors,  all  that  tract  or  parcel  of  land  situated,  being  and  lying  in 
the  Fifth  District  of  said  county,  known  as  part  of  Lot  100,  and  consisting 
of  that  triangular  piece  or  parcel,  lying  between  the  roads  leading  to 
Bethel  Church  from  the  South  and  East,  being  one  half  acre  more  or  less, 
and  it  is  expressly  stipulated  by  said  John  C.  Davidson  that  said  land  shall 
be  occupied  and  used  for  no  other  purpose  than  the  education  of  the  children 
of  white  parents,  nor  shall  it  be  rented  for  any  purpose,  and  when  ceasing 
to  be  used  as  aforesaid  stated,  it  shall  revert  to  the  Estate  of  the  said 
John  C.  Davidson,  and  the  improvements  put  on  same  to  belong  to  said  Trustees 
or  their  Successors  as  Trustees,  to  have  and  to  hold  said  premises  with  all 
and  singular  the  rights,  members  and  appurtenances  thereto  appertaining  to 
the  only  proper  use,  benefit  and  behalf  of  them,  the  said  Trustees  of  Bethel 
Academy  (of  the  2nd  part)  and  their  Successors  in  fee  simple:  and  the  said 
of  the  first  part,  his  heirs,  Executors  and  Administrators  the  said  given 
premises  unto  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  and  their  successors  as 
Trustees  of  Bethel  Academy  against  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  his 
heirs,  Executors  and  Administrators,  doth  forever  relinquish  any  and  all 
claim  by  virtue  of  these  presents. 

In  witness  whereof  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal. 

JOHN  C.  DAVIDSON  (L.S.) 


Signed,  Sealed  and 
Delivered  in  presence  of 
R.  A.  S.  Freeman 
L.  M.  Harris,  J.P. 

-  -  -  Georgia,  Troup  County,  Filed  in  Office  September  9th  9  A.M.  1909 
Recorded  September  15,  1909,  Deed  Book  9,  Page  799,  September  15, 
1909,  W.  L.  Cleavel&nd,  C.S.C. 
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A  newspaper  clipping  pasted  in  ELLIS  DAVIDSON'S  Bible: 

GRAND  GOLDEN  WEDDING 


The  Golden  Wedding  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elias  Davidson  was  celebrated  on 
Wednesday,  the  13th  of  August  (1890).  Many  were  the  invited  guests  who 
donated  gold  dollars.  Besides,  we  noticed  a  couple  of  golden  spectacles 
and  several  pieces  of  jewelry.  The  novelty  of  the  occasion  was  the 
marriage  of  their  oldest  granddaughter.  Miss  Mamie  L.  Aldridge  to  Mr. 
Marvin  M.  Davies  of  Atlanta.  Rev.  J.  C,  Davidson,  uncle  of  the  bride, 
performed  the  ceremony  in  a  very  impressive  manner.  Immediately  after  the 
ceremony  the  happy  couple  took  seats  in  the  carriage  to  meet  the  Cannon 
Ball  for  Atlanta.* 

Mr.  Davies  is  a  young  man  of  sterling  traits  of  character  and  hand¬ 
some  appearance.  The  bride  is  beautiful  and  accomplished. 

The  only  attendants  were  the  grandparents  of  the  bride,  who  stood 
on  the  right  of  the  groom. 

Mr.  Leon  Rosenberger,  a  skillful  photographer  of  Birmingham  was 
present  and  took  the  family  group  consisting  of 

Mr.  and  Mrse  Elias  Davidson 
Rev.  J.  C.  Davidson  and  wife 

Mr0  H.  B.  Davidson  and  family 
Mrs.  Peacock  and  Mrs.  Aldridge  of  Atlanta 
Mr.  L.  T,  Co  Lovelace  and  family 

The  dining  tables  were  full  of  good  things  too  numerous  to  mention. 

There  was  more  than  enough  for  all  present. 

Near  the  close  of  the  evening  service,  Capt.  J.  W.  F.  Little,  delivered 
a  very  appropriate  address.  „ 


*The  "Gannon  Ball"  was  a  very  fast  train  going  to  Atlanta  from  West 
Point,  Georgia.  Elias  Davidson  lived  about  four  miles  from  West  Point 
on  the  Chipley  Highway  -  State  Highway  18. 

The  picture  of  the  family  group  is  owned  by  Miss  Phyllis  Davidson 
of  West  Point. 

Mrs.  Aldridge  is  not  shown  in  the  picture. 

Capt.  Little  was  West  Point's  "affable  postmaster". 

It  matters  little  where  I  was  born, 

Whether  my  parents  were  rich  or  poor; 

Whether  they  shrank  from  the  cold  world's  scorn 
Or  walked  in  the  pride  of  wealth  secure; 

But  whether  I  live  an  honest  man 
And  hold  my  integrity  in  my  clutch, 

I  tell  you  brother,  plain  as  I  am, 

It  matters  much. 

-  -  Author  Unknown 
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of  the 

ELIAS  AND  LUCRE? I/.  LEVERETT  DAVIDSON  FAMILY 


CHARLES  BUSSEY: 

Bom  in  Maryland,  died  in  South  Carolina  about  1804.  He  and 
wife,  Mary  Hays,  settled  in  Edgefield  County,  South  Carolina,  in  1765. 

A  minister  out  of  the  Kiokee  Baptist  Church  (the  first  Baptist  Church 
in  Georgia);  he  was  the  second  pastor  of  Stephens  Creek  Baptist  Church, 
organized  in  1762,  10  miles  from  Augusta,  Georgia.  He  had  a  survey  of 
100  acres  on  the  Savannah  River  in  1773;  was  listed  in  the  Edgefield 
District  as  having  nine  in  the  family  and  eleven  slaves  in  1790  Census. 
(Townsend,  "South  Carolina  Baptist,  1935,  page  158-160.)  His  sixth 
child  was: 

HEZEKIAH  BUSSEY: 

Born  in  Maryland,  died  in  Georgia,  1796;  (His  Will  is  in 
Lincoln  County,  Georgia,  Book  B,  page  256);  married  Amy  (thought  to 
be  Sullivan) .  Their  daughter, 

MARY  BUSSEY  was  one  of  ten  children.  She  married: 

ARTHUR  DODWELL: 

Born  in  Ireland,  came  to  the  Unted  States  a  widower  with 
three  children.  After  his  marriage  to  Mary,  they  settled  in  Lincoln 
County,  Georgia,  and  later  bought  land,  August  15,  1811  in  Putnam 
County,  Georgia(Deed  Book  B,  page  332,  Putnam  County).  Letters  of 
Administration  for  settlement  of  Arthur  Dodwell* s  estate  were  granted 
to  Benjamin  Bussey,  brother  of  Mary,  on  March  5,  1827;  (Minute  Book  AA, 
page  200,  Putnam  County).  Arthur  Dodwell  was  an  expert  weaver  and  the 
inventory  of  his  estate  listed  weaving  tools  such  as  carding  machine, 
spinning  machine  and  basket  of  slays.  One  of  Arthur  and  Mary  Dodwell !s 
ten  children  was: 

JANE  DODWELL; 

Born  February  21,  1800,  Lincoln  County,  Georgia;  died 
December  21,  1881;  married,  (First)  October  17,  1822  to  the  Reverend 
Thomas  M.  Leverett,  Jr.,  he  born  May  11,  1797;  died  July  30,  1826; 

(his  Will  on  file  in  Upson  County,  Georgia,  Book  A,  page  2).  He  had 
married  (First)  February  15,  1820  to  Lucreasy  Bussey;  (Marriage  Book  C, 
page  8,  Putnam  County,  Georgia).  Lucreasy  Bussey  was  the  aunt  of  Jane 
Dodwell,  being  a  sister  of  Jane's  mother,  Mary. 

Jane  Dodwell  was  brought  up  in  Putnam  County,  Georgia,  where  she  joined 
the  Baptist  Church  at  Kingston.  In  1818  she  moved  with  her  parents  to 
Alabama.  In  1822  she  married  the  above  THOMS  LEVERETT,  JR.,  and  moved 
with  him  to  Upson  County,  Georgia  where  he  died.  Thomas  and  Jane 
Dodwell  Leverett  had  two  children: 

Issue: 

1.  Hiram  Judson  Leverett,  born  November  23,  1823;  died  November 
25,  1862;  married  February  18,  1849  to  Martha  J.  Avera  (some¬ 
times  spelled  Avery),  the  daughter  of  Jane  Dodwell* s  sister, 

Amy  Dod-well,  (first  cousins).  They  had  three  children,  James, 
Arthur  and  Jennie  Leverett.  They  lived  Brundidge,  Alabama. 

2.  LUCRETXA  JANE  LEVERETT,  born  September  20,  1825;  died  August 
22,  1908;  married  August  13,  1840  to  ELLiS  DAVIDSON. 
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After  the  death  of  Thomas  Leverett,  JANE  DODWELL  LEVERETT  married 
November  2,  1828  Benjamin  Johnson,  he  born  January  11,  1807;  died  Oct.  11, 
1882;  she  a  widow  with  two  children,  was  27  years  old,  he  was  20  years  old. 
(Marriage  recorded  Book  A,  page  24,  Upson  County,  Ga.,  Andrew  Bussey,  J.P.) 
They  settled  in  Harris  County,  Ga.  and  are  buried  there,  about  three  miles 
from  Johnson  Mill  Bridge  over  Flat  Shoal  Creek,  on  old  State  Highway  103. 
Graves  are  in  the  woods  about  10  yards  from  the  road,  on  the  right  if  the 
appraach  is  from  West  Point,  Ga.,  on  the  old  Hiram  Williams  place. 

Issue: 

1.  Thomas  Benjamin  Johnson,  born  August  20,  1829;  died  July  11,  1908. 
Married  MISSOURI  R.  DAVIDSON,  sister  of  ELIAS  DAVIDSON. 

2.  Mary  Elizabeth  Johnson,  bom  November  23,  1831;  died  August  21,  1852. 

3.  John  David  Johnson,  bom  February  10,  1834;  died  May  6,  1911;  married 

August  4,  1859  to  Fannie  Amanda  Ward,  she  bom  March  18,  1841,  Lee 
County,  Ala.,  died  July  21,  1924.  Celebrated  Golden  Wedding  1909. 
Issue:  (All  born  in  Harris  County,  Georgia) 

1.  Mary  Jane  Johnson,  bom  October  12,  i860;  died  September  11, 
1901.  Married  February  23,  1885  to  John  H.  Dennis.  Had 
two  children. 

2.  Edna  Addle  Johnson,  born  March  5,  1866;  died  March  13,  1936. 
Married  Oct.  10,  1888  to  P.  E.  Dennis.  Had  6  children. 

3.  Allen  Fletcher  Johnson,  born  November  27,  1868.  Married 
April  30,  1910  to  Bessie  Lanier,  Had  two  children. 

4.  Florence  Amanda  (Florrie)  Johnson,  bom  Sept.  17,  1871. 

Lives  Pineworth  Home,  Macon,  Georgia.  Single. 

5.  John  Thomas  Johnson,  born  February  3,  1874;  died  Oct.  30,1918 
in  Marseilles,  France;  buried  Marseilles  Cemetery,  West  Point, 
Ga.  Married  January  10,  1900  to  Ola  Estelle  Miller,  she  bom 
July  15,  1878,  the  daughter  of  Henry  W.  and  Lura  (Williams) 
Miller.  Lives  West  Point,  Ga. 

Issue: 

1.  Lura  Frances  Johnson,  bora  February  5,  1901.  Single 

2.  Earl  Miller  Johnson,  bom  November  14,  1902;  died 
July  28,  1934;  buried  West  Point,  Ga.  Married 
August  25,  1933  to  Lucile  Bryant  of  Grantville,  Ga. 

No  Issue. 

3*  Hora.ce  Burch  Johnson,  born  July  30,  1905;  died 
November  2,  1941;  buried  West  Point,  Ga.  Married 
March  6,  1938  to  Mildred  Barrow.  No  Issue. 

4.  Henry  Linton  Johnson,  bom  October  24,  1907;  died 
March  25,  1951;  buried  Atlanta,  Ga.  Married 
December  27,  1937  to  Margaret  Hansard,  Atlanta,  Ga. 
Issue: 

1.  Nancy  Miller  Johnson,  bom  July  8,  1946 

2.  Earl  Hansard  Johnson,  born  August  6,  1950 

5.  Mary  Johnson,  born  May  23  1912.  Married  Aldine 
Stephen  Johnson  (No  relation)  on  August  27,  1938. 
Issue: 

1.  Aldine  Stephen  Johnson,  Jr.,  born  March  13, 
1940. 

2.  David  Miller  Johnson,  bom  February  23,  1944. 

6.  Willis  Edward  Johnson,  born  October  19,  1876,  died 

December  4,  1928.  Married  March  15,  1905  to  Marie  Head. 

Had  one  son,  Willis  Edward,  Jr. 
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7.  Sharlie  Lee  Johnson,  born  August  31*  1880;  died  December  15, 
1944.  Married  April  17,  1907  to  Isaac  W,  Carter.  No  issue. 


4.  Martha  Ann  Johnson,  born  February  22,  1836;  died  April  25,  1919* 
Married  December  20,  1855  to  David  R.  Blackmon,  he  born  August  12, 
1833;  died  December  6,  1869. 

5.  Allen  Arthur  Johnson,  born  October  29,  1838;  died  February  11,  1862. 
Single.  He  died  in  Savannah,  Georgia  while  serving  with  the  "Sallie 
Fanny  Reed"  Guards . 


6.  Amanda  Mariah  Johnson,  born  September  14,  1843;  died  1930.  Married 
January  21,  1868  to  John  T.  Pearson  of  Harris  County,  Georgia,  he 
served  in  Confederate  Army,  Company  K.  46th.  Alabama  Infantry,  or¬ 
ganised  in  Loachapoka,  Alabama  -  1862.  (Their  son,  3.  B.  (Billy 
Bussey)  Pearson  lives  in  Whitcsville,  Georgia 


DEATH  OF  A.  A.  JOHNSON 


-  -  -  Harris  County  Journal 
February  27,  1862 

It  is  with  a  saddened  heart  we  announce  the  death 
of  our  young  friend  Allen  A.  Johnson,  son  of  our  count yman, 
Benjamin  Johnson,  and  a  member  of  the  Sallie  Fannie  Reid  Guards 
from  Troup  County.  We  knew  him  well  and  say  with  a  truth  he 
was  one  of  "Nature’s  Noblemen",  with  a  well  balanced  and  highly 
cultivated  mind,  wa.s  blended  all  the  qualifications  of  a  true 
gentleman,  modest  and  esteemed  of  all  with  whom  he  was  associated. 
He  was  kind  and  gentle  to  all  and  to  know  him  was  to  love  him. 

"May  the  sod  lie  lightly  upon  him" 
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WILL  OF  THOMAS  LEVERETT,  5R. 

(Grandfather  of  Lucretia  J.  Leverett  Davidson) 

TROUP  COUNTY,  GEORG  L,. 

Will  Book  No.  A.  -  Page  22 

Item  1:  Daughter  .juia 
Item  2:  Son  Jeremiah 
Item  3:  Daughter  Catherine 
Item  4:  Daughter  Mariah 
Item  5:  Daughter  Merle 11a 

Item  7:  Son  Gideon 
Item  8:  Daughter  aimed a 
Item  9:  Daughter  Nalctta 
Item  10:  Son  Abraham 
Item  11:  Daughter  Elizabeth 
Item  12:  My  dear  wife  Mary  Leverctt 

Executrix:  My  dear  and  affectionate  wife,  Mary  7  August  1833 

Executors:  My  son  Gideon  Loverett  and  Henry  Kcllum  Probated:  7  July,  1834 

Witnesses:  James  Carlisle 

Be n j amin  C .  Groves 
David  Lawson 

*  #  * 

WILL  OF  THOMAS  LEVERETT,  JR. 

(Married  Jane  Dodwell,  and  father  of  Incretia,  who  married  ELLiS  DAVIDSON) 

UPSON  COUNTY,  GEORGIA 
9th.  July  1826 

In  the  name  of  God  amen, 

I,  Thomas  Leverett,  being  weak  in  body  but  sound  in  mind  and  memory,  do 
make  and  constitute  this  my  last  will  and  testament. 

1st.  I  do  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  beloved  wife,  Jane  Leverett,  during  her 
widowhood,  ny  plantation  and  two  -negroes,  namely,  Jack  and  Melley,  which 
I  wish  conducted  in  such  manner  as  my  Executors  may  think  best  for  the 
interest  of  my  wife  and  children,  also  my  grey  mare  and  colt,  my  stock  of 
hogs  and  cattle,  plantation  tools,  household  and  kitchen  furniture.  In  the 
event  of  the  death  of  my  wife  or  in  the  event  of  her  intermarriage  with 
any  person  before  my  children  become  of  age,  in  this  case,  I  wish  the 
above  property  sold,  except  my  two  negroes,  which  I  wish  hired  until  my 
children  may  come  of  age,  and  then  sold,  and  an  equal  distribution  of  all 
the  money  which  nay  be  raised  from  my  property  made  between  ny  wife  and 
my  children. 

2nd.  All  the  remaining  balance  of  my  property,  I  wish  sold  after  my  death 
and  all  my  just  debts  paid,  and  the  balance  of  the  money,  if  any,  let 
out  on  interest  until  my  children  or  youngest  child  shall  come  of  age 
and  then  divided  as  above.  And  I  do  further  constitute  and  appoint  my 
beloved  wife,  Jane  Leverett,  and  James  W.  Cooper,  my  lawful  Executors, 
all  of  which  I  do  testify  by  setting  ny  hand  and  seal  to  the  same. 

THOMAS  LEVERETT 

James  V/.  Stinson 

William  Harrell  Will  Book  A,  Page  2 

William  Normand  Court  of  Ordinary,  Upson  County 

Thomaston,  Georgia 
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Item  6:  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  daughter- 
in-law,  who  was  the  wife  of  my  son,  Thomas, 
deceased,  now  Jane  Johnson,  and  my  two 
grandchildren,  heirs  of  my  son,  Thomas, 
deceased,  Hiram  and  Lucretia,  one  negro 
boy  named  Jack,  one  bed  and  furniture,  one 
cow  and  calf,  one  yoke  of  oxen  which  they 
have  received.  (The  above  Lucretia,  married 
Elias  Davidson,  son  of  JOHN  DAVIDSON) 


. 


. 


THE  DAVIDSON  FAMILY 


These  are  a  few  newspaper  clippings  preserved  in 
various  Family  ffibles  and  Records. 

■K-  £-  *  44-  *  •& 

"There  Is  something  more  sacred  than  a  grave t  a  cradle.  There  is 
something  greater  than  the  pasts  the  future." 

-  from  "The  Kingdom  of  God"  by  Benavente 
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the  Davidson  fl.tt.y 


Clipping  pasted  in  the  SLIaS  DAVIDSON  Bible: 

AT  AN  ET'lRLY  HOUR  THIS  MORNING 
ENDED  THE  NOBLE  LIFE  OF 
REV.  J.  C.  DAVIDSON 

For  Several  Weeks  He  Had  Been  Critically  Ill 
and  His  Life  Despaired  of 

Profound  sorrow  hangs  like  a  black  cloud  over  our  city. 

In  the  death  of  Rev,  John  Calvin  Davidson,  which  occurred  at  his  home 
this  morning  at  1:30  o’clock,  (November  29 ,  1905)  West  Point  is  conscious 
of  having  lost  one  of  her  purest,  truest  and  most  influential  citizens  -  - 
a  man  whose  life  influenced  for  good,  in  whose  wise  counsel  the  public 
interest  found  safe  guidance  and  whose  every  presence  was  a  public  safeguard. 

Bro.  Davidson  was  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elias  Davidson  and  was  a  native 
of  Troup  County,  having  been  born  at  the  Davidson  homestead,  Uk  miles  east 
of  town,  February  3,  1 343*  (The  date  should  be  1844) 

His  spirit  of  loyal  patriotism  carried  him  into  the  Civil  War  when  a  lad 
of  17  years  and  throughout  the  four  years  struggle  he  faced  danger  and 
discharged  his  duty  as  a  noble  Southern  soldier. 

Soon  after  the  war  he  was  happily  married  to  Miss  Janie  Lovelace  who  for 
all  these  years  has  stood  by  him  as  only  a  faithful  and  devoted  wife  can, 
sharing  every  joy  and  sorrow  and  affording  precious  companionship. 

For  a  number  of  years  Mr.  Davidson  was  an  honored  member  of  the  North 
Georgia  Conference,  M.E.  Church,  South,  and  served  many  choice  appointments 
with  credit  to  the  church  and  satisfaction  to  his  congregation. 

HI  health  led  him  to  leave  the  itinerant  ranks  a  number  of  years  ago. 
Since  that  time,  however,  he  has  done  much  preaching  and  splendid  service 
as  a  local  preacher,  a  clear  thinker,  a  logical  reasoner  with  a  unique  and- 
pleasing  delivery  and  always  bringing  a  sound  gospel  message  calculated  to 
make  one  think  and  do  real  good.  He  was  heard  with  pleasure  by  our  people. 

It  will  be  remembered  he  served  the  Methodist  Church  as  pastor  during 
part  of  1903,  the  regular  preacher  having  resigned.  No  one  could  have 
rendered  wiser,  more  faithful  or  more  satisfactory  service  than  did  Bro. 
Davidson  at  that  time.  Preaching  well  and  effectually  from  the  pulpit,  yet 
it  was  the  silent,  powerful  preaching  of  a  clean  Godly  life  that  made  him 
such  a  power  for  good  in  our  community. 

For  several  years  he  rendered  splendid  service  as  a  member  of  the 
Public  School  Board.  He  was  enterprising,  public  spirited  citizen,  always 
desirous  of  the  public's  real  welfare,  and  was  a  liberal  contributor  to 
his  church.  Many  were  his  acts  of  benevolence  and  many  there  are  who  can 
testify  to  the  kind,  unselfish  way  in  which  he  has  rendered  a  personal 
service  at  a  time  of  need. 

He  was  a  great  sufferer.  Found  it  necessary  to  undergo  several  surgical 
operations,  bearing  all  manfully  and  with  Christian  fortitude.  His  final 
illness  was  of  about  two  months  duration  and  was  attended  with  the  most 
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intense  suffering. 

No  one  who  knew  him  has  the  slightest  doubt  that  to  him  death  brought 
entrance  into  a  nobler,  higher  life,  free  from  pain  and  made  joyous  by  the 
fellowship  of  the  redeemed.  His  work  on  earth  is  done  -  -  no,  not  done, 
for  the  good  influences  set  in  motion  will  continue  until  time  is  no  more. 

In  addition  to  his  fond  wife,  he  is  survived  by  an  aged  mother  who  had 
learned  to  lean  upon  his  strong  arm  and  who  will  miss  him  most  keenly, 
three  sisters  and  five  brothers.  These  have  the  sincere  sympathy  of  the 
News  and  its  readers.  Funeral  services  will  be  held  at  the  Baptist  Church 
at  9:30  o'clock  Thursday  morning  and  will  be  conducted  by  his  pastor,  Rev. 
S.  P.  Wiggins.  The  interment  will  take  place  at  Pinewood  Cemetary. 


J.  C.  Davidson  enlisted  in  May,  1862,  and  was  a  member  of  Co.  D,  Third 
Georgia  Calvary  (General  Joseph  Wheeler’s  Brigade),  serving  throughout  the 
war  except  for  a  while  in  1862  after  being  taken  prisoner  in  Kentucky  with 
most  of  his  outfit.  Exchanged,  he  served  again  until  the  war  ended. 

He  served  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  West  Point  on  Seventh  Street 
The  paper  spoken  of  is  The  West  Point  News 

The  First  Methodist  Church  was  under  construction  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  and  the  funeral  was  held  in  the  Baptist  Church  for  that  reason. 


*-•*•**-  *  # 

The  funeral  service  of  Rev.  John  Calvin  Davidson  was  held  at  the  Baptist 
Church  last  Thursday,  Thanksgiving,  morning,  November  30,  1905,  and  it  was 
a  very  sweet  and  touching  service  that  honored  the  noble  life  of  the  de¬ 
ceased.  The  church  had  been  appropriately  draped  with  white  and  black  and 
some  pretty  ferns  looked  very  pretty.  The  music  was  especially  sweet  and 
appropriate  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Stella  Burns.  The  casket  contained 
numerous  handsome  floral  offerings.  Rev.  S.  P.  Wiggins  read  a  scripture 
lesson  and  gave  a  very  sweet  talk,  which  was  followed  by  a  reading  and  talk 
by  Rev.  W.  C.  Fox  and  a  talk  by  Rev.  alien  and  Mr.  J.  T.  Dixon.  After  the 
service  at  the  church  the  remains  were  interred  at  Pinewood  cemetery, 
followed  by  a  host  of  loving  friends  and  relatives. 


Rev.  Wiggins  ,  pastor  of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  West  Point,  Georgia 
Rev.  Fox,  pastor  of  Bethel  Methodist  Church,  near  West  Point 

The  above  from  a  newspaper  clipping  dated  December  7,  1905. 

-:'r  *-  a-  -x-  * 

DEATH  OF  MRS.  J.  C.  DAVIDSON,  Sunday,  (March  4,  1922):  Early  Sunday  morning 
death  took  from  West  Point  one  of  her  most  beloved  and  respected  women  when 
Mrs.  Janie  Lovelace  Davidson,  widow  of  a  prominent  Methodist  minister,  the 
Rev.  J.  Calvin  Davidson,  died  at  the  home  of  her  nephew,  Mr.  John  Lovelace. 
Deceased  was  for  many  years  a  worker  in  church  and  charitable  activities  of 
the  community,  being  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  She  is  survived  by 
a  number  of  nieces  and  nephews.  Funeral  services  took  place  at  the  First 
Methodist  Church,  Monday  morning  at  10:30,  the  Rev.  R.  A,  Edmondson  conduct¬ 
ing  the  services,  and  the  interment  followed  at  Pinewood  Cemetery. 

Pall  bearers  were  her  nephews:  T.  C.  Lovelace,  Milton  Lovelace,  John  L. 
Davidson,  R.  C.  Davidson,  Charles  and  Ed  Traylor. 
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DEATH  OF  MRS.  L.  J.  DAVIDSON 

(West  Point  HERALD  -  from  clipping  in  the  ELIAS  DAVIDSON  Bible) 


After  a  week's  illness  Mrs.  Lucretia  J.  Davidson,  widow  of  the 
lamented  Elias  Davidson,  breathed  her  last  peacefully  at  about  five  o'clock 
Saturday  morning,  August  22,  1908,  at  the  home  of  her  half-sister,  Mrs. 

M.  A.  Blackmon,  to  which  she  had  recently  moved  and  where  she  was  residing 
together  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  M.  E.  Aldredge. 

Mrs.  Davidson's  maiden  name  was  Lucretia  Leverett.  Her  father 
died  when  she  was  quite  young  and  her  mother  marrying  Mr.  Benjamin  Johnson, 
she  and  her  brother,  Hiram  Leverett,  deceased,  were  brought  up  with  several 
half  brothers  and  sisters  to  whom  they  were  attached  by  the  strongest  ties 
of  affection.  Three  of  these  survive  her,  J.  D.  Johnson,  Mrs.  Mattie 
Blackmon,  and  Mrs.  Amanda  Pearson. 

Her  eldest  half-brother,  Thomas  B.  Johnson,  than  whom  a  purer 
and  better  man  never  lived  in  this  community,  preceded  her  to  the  home  of 
the  Redeemed  only  a  few  weeks  ago. 

For  more  than  half  a  century  she  enjoyed  precious  companionship 
with  her  husband,  Elias  Davidson,  rearing  a  family  of  eleven  children.  Of 
these,  four  are  deceased,  viz:  Frank,  Rev.  J.  C.,  and  Perry  Davidson; 
while  seven  survive  her,  T.  L.  Davidson  and  Mrs.  Allye  Young  of  Atlanta, 

V/.  Jj  Davidson  of  Columbus,  A,  0.  Davidson  of  Lanett  and  H.  B.  Davidson, 
Mrs.  L.  T.  C.  Lovelace  and  Mrs.  M.  E.  Aldredge  of  this  city. 

Practically  all  her  remarkably  active  and  useful  life  was  spent 
in  Harris  and  Troup  Counties. 

She  was  83  years  of  age,  and  these  were  years  of  helpful  service 
to  loved  ones,  friends  and  neighbors. 

She  was  a  true  and  loyal  member  of  the  Methodist  Church  and  took 
a  special  delight  in  attending  upon  the  services  of  the  sanctuary. 

She  was  a  resident  of  West  Point  for  nine  years,  having  moved  to 

town  from  her  country  home  the  second  year  after  the  death  of  her  beloved 

husband  in  1898. 

The  strong  attachment  she  felt  for  Bethel  Church  by  reason  of 
many  years  of  fellowship  in  its  communion,  caused  her  to  hold  her  member¬ 
ship  there  and  it  was  from  that  church  her  remains  were  taken  to  Bethel 

Cemetery  and  laid  to  rest  by  the  side  of  her  husband. 

The  funeral  service  was  conducted  by  her  pastor.  Rev.  W.  W. 
Gaines,  at  11  o'clock  Sunday  morning  and  were  attended  by  a  large  number 
of  friends. 
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From  THE  ATLANTA  CONSTITUTION: 


Mr.  L.  T.  C.  Lovelace,  of  VJest  Point,  Dead 

West  Point,  Ga.,  January  5,  1921.  —  Mr.  L.  T.  C.  Lovelace,  aged 
eighty-one,  well-known  planter  and  one  of  the  six  survivors  of  the 
West  Point,  Guards,  died  at  his  home  near  here  this  morning. 

He  was  one  of  Troup  County’s  pioneer  citizens  and  is  survived 
by  his  wife,  one  son,  Sam  C.,  and  one  daughter,  Mrs.  Bob  Hogg. 
Funeral  services  will  be  held  tomorrow  with  interment  at  Lovelace 
Cemetery. 


*  -* 


-K-  -K-  # 


From  THE  WEST  POINT  NEWS: 

Death  of  Mrs.  L.  T.  C.  Lovelace 


Mrs.  L.  T.  C.  Lovelace,  aged  nearly  80  years,  died  at  her  home, 
Wednesday,  September  25,  1924.  She  was  one  of  the  oldest  residents 
of  that  community,  having  lived  there  all  her  life.  She  had  been  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church  since  her  younger  days. 

She  is  survived  by  two  children:  Sam  Lovelace  and  Mrs.  Lula 
Hogg.  Also  three  brothers,  Hiram  Davidson  and  Albert  Davidson  of 
West  Point,  Ga.,  and  Wm.  Davidson  of  Columbus,  Ga.,  and  one  sister, 
Mrs.  M.  E.  Aldrcdge  of  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Rev.  J.  P.  Woolford,  Pastor  of  Bethel  Church,  of  which  she  was 
a  member,  conducted  funeral  exercises  and  the  body  was  interred  at 
the  old  family  cemetery  about  three  miles  out  on  the  LaGrange  Road. 


$ 
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From  THE  WEST  POINT  NEWS ,  February  19,  1931: 


CITY  LOSES  ONE  OF  MOST  BELOVED  CITIZENS  TODAY 
Mr.  Hiram  B.  Davidson  answers  final  summons  at 
2  P,  K.  Funeral  at  3  P.  M.  Friday. 

Mr.  Hiram  B.  Davidson,  aged  79,  died  at  his  home  in  this  city 
at  2  o'clock  today,  after  having  been  in  feeble  health  for  some  time. 
Mr.  Davidson  was  born  here  and  had  spent  his  long  and  useful  life 
here.  He  was  a  member  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  West  Point, 
and  had  been  a  Mason  for  many  years.  He  and  his  family  have  been 
prominently  identified  with  the  growth  and  progress  of  this  section 
since  pioneer  days,  and  his  passing  takes  from  the  community  one  of 
its  most  beloved  and  respected  citizens. 

Mr.  Davidson  is  survived  by  his  wife  and  seven  children,  these 
being  Messrs.  J.  L.  Davidson,  West  Point;  R.  C.  Davidson,  Opelika; 

Mrs.  T.  R.  Stripling,  Chipley,  Ga.;  Mrs.  R.  H.  Sheffield,  Cedar 
Springs,  Ga.;  Mrs.  Lewis  Norman,  West  Point;  Miss  Fhyl  Davidson, 

West  Point;  Mrs.  Jack  Davis,  Greenville,  Ala.;  two  brothers, 

Messrs.  Wm.  J.  Davidson,  Columbus,  Ga.;  and  A.  0.  Davidson,  Fairfax, 
Ala.;  and  a  sister,  Mrs.  Betty  Aldredge,  Atlanta. 

Funeral  services  will  be  held  at  the  home  at  3  P.  M.  Friday. 

“<■  * 

From  THE  WEST  POINT  NEWS,  December  25,  1941: 

PIONEER  RESIDENT  OF  WEST  POINT  SUCCUMBS  SATURDAY  MORNING 
Services  are  conducted  Sunday  afternoon  for  Mrs.  Hiram  B. 

Davidson. 

The  sudden  death  early  Saturday  morning  of  Mrs.  Hiram  Benjamin 
Davidson,  88,  removed  from  West  Point  one  of  its  most  distinguished 
citizens,  one  of  its  most  beloved  women,  one  of  its  noblest  characters. 
Affectionately  known  to  young  and  old  as  "Mammy  Davidson,"  she  held 
a  place  in  the  hearts  of  all  who  knew  her  that  is  seldom  shared  by  a 
single  individual. 

Services  were  conducted  from  the  residence,  Sunday  afternoon,  with 
the  Reverend  W.  M.  Twiggs  and  the  Reverend  John  W.  Faulkner,  offi¬ 
ciating. 

Born  December  9,  1853,  Mrs.  Davidson,  the  former  Miss  Martha  Anne 
Hutchinson,  was  the  daughter  of  N.  R.  and  Elizabeth  Hall  Hutchinson, 
prominent  and  pioneer  settlers  of  Harris  County.  In  1874  she  was 
*  married  to  Hiram  Benjamin  Davidson,  thus  uniting  two  of  Troup  and 

Harris  counties'  most  distinguished  families. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davidson  established  their  home  in  West  Point 
immediately  after  their  marriage,  and  through  the  years  made  a  splendid 
contribution  to  the  social,  religious  and  industrial  life  of  this 
section.  With  the  finest  heritages  of  the  old  South  ever  burning 
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brightly  in  their  lives,  their  home  radiated  the  culture,  the  hospi¬ 
tality,  and  the  rich  influences  of  Ante-Bellum  days,  linking  the 
illustrious  past  with  a  noble  present. 

Following  the  death  of  her  beloved  husband  in  1931,  Mrs.  Davidson 
continued  to  carry  on  actively  and  enthusiastically  -  -  her  courage, 
her  faith,  and  her  wisdom  being  until  the  very  end  a  source  of  in¬ 
spiration  for  all  her  loved  ones  and  for  her  scores  of  admiring  and 
devoted  friends.  It  is  said  that  the  entire  Davidson  family,  with  its 
?  children,  24  grandchildren,  and  12  great-grand- children,  always  re¬ 
garded  "Mammy"  as  its  loved  and  loving  authority,  that  her  counsel  and 
advice  was  sought  in  all  matters,  and  that  her  judgment  was  always 
considered  final  and  best. 

The  list  of  sympathizing  friends  attending  the  funeral  services  and 
the  wealth  of  floral  offerings  bore  a  beautiful,  silent  tribute  to  a 
great  spirit. 

Mrs.  Davidson  is  survived  by  five  daughters:  Mrs.  Rob  Stripling, 
of  Hamilton;  Mrs.  R.  H.  Sheffield,  of  Blakely;  Mrs.  L.  G.  Norman, 

Miss  Phyl  Davidson  and  Mrs.  Jack  Davis,  all  of  West  Point;  two  sons, 

R.  C.  and  J.  L.  Davidson,  of  West  Point. 

Twenty-four  grandchildren:  Misses  Margaret  and  Anne  Davis;  Miss 
Martha  Norman  and  Dr.  Lewis  Norman;  R.  G. ,  Jr.,  G.  N. ,  Jack,  Lee,  Hugh 
and  William  Davidson;  John  L.  Davidson,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Gordon  Neal,  Mrs. 
Griggs  Zachry,  Jr.,  Mrs.  A.  D.  Ferguson,  Jr.,  and  Miss  Dorothy  Davidson; 
Mrs.  Sam  Williams,  Mrs.  Curtis  Avery,  Mrs.  John  Caldwell,  Mrs.  John 
Grady,  Mrs.  James  Sexton,  Mrs.  Edwin  Ireland,  Mrs.  John  Pinkston,  and 
Frank  Stripling;  and  Phillip  Sheffield. 

Twelve  great-grandchildren:  Robert,  Perry,  Martha  Anne,  and  Mary 
Williams;  Curtis  Avery,  Jr.,  Diane  and  Juliet  Davidson;  Griggs 
Zachry  III;  Johnny  and  Bobby  Caldwell;  Edwin  Ireland,  Jr.,  and 
Jane  Stripling. 

Two  sisters;  Miss  Ella  Hutchinson,  of  College  Park,  and  Mrs.  Kate 
Stiles  of  Washington,  D.C.;  two  brothers:  Will  M.  Hutchinson,  of 
Atlanta,  and  N.  R.  Hutchinson,  of  LaGrange. 

Pallbearers  were  the  following  grandsons:  John  L*  Davidson,  Jr., 

R.  C.  Davidson,  Jr.,  G.  N.  Davidson,  William  Davidson,  Frank  Stripling, 
Dr.  Lewis  Norman,  Phillip  Sheffield,  Jack  Davidson,  Lee  Davidson  and 
Hugh  Davidson. 

Burial  was  in  the  Marseilles  Cemetery. 
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THE  DAVIDSON  FAMILY 


From  a  clipping  from  The  Atlanta  Journal 
February  26,  1935 


Mrs.  M.  E.  Aldredge,  Prominent  Atlantian,  dies  after  illness: 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Aldredge,  85,  a  prominent  citizen  of  Atlanta  for 
more  than  sixty  years,  died  early  Tuesday  at  a  local  hospital, 
following  a  short  illness.  She  had  resided  at  the  home  of  her 
granddaughter,  Mrs.  Hal  C.  Miller,  wife  of  a  leading  Atlanta 
physician,  at  826  Springdale  Road. 

In  addition  to  her  granddaughter,  she  is  survived  by  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Marvin  M.  Davies;  two  brothers,  Albert  Davidson 
of  Atlanta,  and  William  J.  Davidson  of  Columbus,  Georgia;  three 
great  grandchildren,  Hal  C.  Miller,  Jr.;  Henry  Davies  Miller 
and  Orme  McAllister  Miller  of  Atlanta. 

Final  tribute  will  be  paid  at  2  o’clock,  Wednesday  afternoon 
at  the  Bethel  Methodist  Church  near  West  Point,  Georgia  in  Troup 
County,  where  she  was  born  and  reared.  Interment  will  be  in  the 
church  yard  and  H.  M.  Patterson  &  Son  is  in  charge. 

She  was  bora  July  4,  1849,  and  resided  most  of  her  life  in 
Atlanta,  where  she  was  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  She  was  well  known  and  beloved  by  a  wide  circle  of  friends 
for  her  quiet  and  exemplary  life. 


NOTE: 

Mrs.  Aldredge  was  Mary  Elizabeth  Davidson,  daughter  of 
Ealias  and  Lucretia  Leverett  Davidson. 
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THE  DAVIDSON  FAMILY 


The  compilers  of  this  record  of  the  Davidson  Family  of 
Harris  County  and  Troup  County,  Georgia,  end  their  work  here. 
Begun  in  December,  1957,  the  work  has  progressed  slowly,  but 
steadily  to  this  conclusion. 

Perhaps  no  genealogical  record  can  be  complete,  and  we  do 
not  so  claim  this  work  to  be.  We  only  trust  and  hope  the  in¬ 
formation  and  data  herein  preserved  will  inspire  coming  genera¬ 
tions  of  the  Davidson  Family  to  continue  it,  cherish  it,  and 
keep  its  character  unblemished. 

Martha  Phyllis  Davidson 
liar  gar  et  Davidson  Davis 
William  Hutchinson  Davidson 
Janie  Lovelace  Heard 


West  Point,  Georgia 
July  1959 


"VIRTUE  SURVIVES  IN  DEATH" 


This  record,  "The  Davidson  Family  of  Harris  and  Troup  County, 
Georgia",  consists  of  one  hundred  twenty  copies.  The  stencils  from 
which  it  ^?as  mimeographed  have  been  destroyed. 
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LANDMARK  DESTROYED  BY  FIRE— "Homestead  Place."  the  old  John  Davidson  home  about  eight 
miles  east  of  West  Point,  Ga.,  last  week  was  destroyed  by  fire.  Built  by  Davidson  about  1845,  the  orig- 
^  inal  plantation  consisted  of  several  thousand  acres  of  land  in  Troup  and  Muscogee  counties  but  in 
vj  Harris  and  Troup  counties  after  Harris  County  was  formed  from  portions  of  Troup  and  Muscogee 
\  in  1827.  Of  Greek  revival  style,  the  “Homestead  Place"  structure  was  inspired  by  the  Fontaine  house 
in  Columbus,  the  home  of  John  Fontaine,  mayor  of  Columbus  in  1836.  wrho  was  Inend  of  Davidson.  At 
v  the  tune  the  landmark  was  razed  by  fire,  it  was  unoccupied,  and  had  been  for  several  years.  In  re- 
.  cent  years,  the  farm  had  neen  used  as  a  cattle  and  chicken  ranch.  The  above  photo  shows  tnreo  btjck 
chimneys  which  remained  arier  the  tue  hau  died..  W?-luv.  al  lop  is  a  photo  shv.V.i,^  ,e  i;.  u.->e  n 
2  and,  m  bottom  picture,  how  the  house-  looked  in  1910. 
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Historic  ‘'Homestead  Place’  Burns: 
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'X  Harris  Landmark  Over  a  Centurv 


S,  By  JOE  RAILEY 

Valley  Bureau 

WEST  POINT,  Ga.  —One  of 
the  landmarks  of  Harris  County, 
"Homestead  Place,"  the  old  John 
Davidson  home,  located  about 
eight  miles  east  of  here,  was  des¬ 
troyed  by  fire  last  week. 

Built  by  Davidson  in  about  1845, 
the  original  "Homestead  Place” 
plantation  consisted  of  several 
thousand  acres  of  land  in  Troup 
and  Muscogee  counties,  but  in 
Harris  and  Troup  counties  after 
Harris  County  was  formed  from 
parts  of  Troup  and  Muscogee  in 
1827. 

At  present,  the  property  con¬ 
sists  of  only  300  acres,  and  is 
owned  by  Thomas  T.  and  J.  Phil¬ 
lip  Jones  of  West  Point.  The 
home  that  burned  had  not  been 
occupied  for  several  years.  In  re¬ 
cent  years,  the  farm  had  been 
used  as  a  cattle  and  chicken 
ranch. 

Davidson  settled  in  Harris  prior 
to  1838,  as  early  grand  jury  rec¬ 
ords  of  the  county  at  Hamilton  j 
indicate  he  served  on  the  Harris 
County  Grand  Jury  that  year.  I 
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^ ^w-*«TlTar  Style  - 
Of  Greek  revival  style,  the 
house  was  inspired  by  the  Fon- 
laine  house  in  Columbus,  the 
home  of  John  Fontaine,  mayor  of 
Columbus  in  1836,  who  was  a 
friend  of  Davidson. 

Davidson  hired  a  trained  slave 
carpenter  from  Fontaine  to  assist 
in  getting  measurements  for  the 


house  Trees  were  selected  from 


the  Davidson  plantation  woods,  | 
sawed  at  his  sawmill  and  dried 
in  the  plantation  kiln 

Kvery  piece  of  the  house  was 
heart  pine,  mortised,  tenoned  and 
pinned.  Square-cut  nails  were  used 
where  needed,  and  were  forced! 
on  the  place.  The  sills  and  girders  | 
were  hewn  by  hand,  not  sawed,  j 
Shingles  were  split  by  hand  and  | 
dried  in  the  kiln.  Brick  for  the 
three  outside  chimneys,  two  stor¬ 
ies  high,  of  a  soft  shade  of  red 
clay,  also  were  made  on  the  plan¬ 
tation. 

The  house  featured  a  center 
two-story  porch,  with  two  solid 
wood  columns,  hand-fluted  and 
capped  by  pseudo-ionic  capitals, 
supporting  a  pediment.  It  had 
gable  roofs,  and  under  the  two- 
story  porch  was  a  free-hanging 
balcony  with  wood  balustrade  over 
a  double  doorway,  with  a  fan¬ 
light  and  inside  lights.  A  match¬ 
ing.  slightly  smaller  double  door¬ 
way.  with  familiar  fanlight  and 
side  light  treatment,  opened  onto 
the  upstairs  balcony. 

One-Room  Deep 

Of  wood  construction  through¬ 
out.  the  house  was  one-room  deep, 
with  a  center  hall,  from  which 
the  stairway  rose  and  turned.  The 
risers  of  the  stairway  were  dec¬ 
orated  with  an  applied  classic 
motif  Another  stairway  led  from 
the  dining  room  to  the  second 
story,  and  a  third,  small  stair¬ 
case  was  built  from  the  second 
floor  to  the  attic.  There  was  pan¬ 
eled  wainscoting  ef  excellent  work 
manshlp  throughout  the  interior, 
particularly  fine  in  the  parlor 
room,  and  the  deeply  paneled 
doors  were  nf  well-known  six 
panel  type.  All  the  hardware  in 
these  doors  was  imported  from 
England  Mantels  featured  free¬ 
standing  miniature  columns  of 
the  Doric  and  Roman  orders. 

The  dining  room  was  in  an  ell. 


and  there  was  a  shed  room  onlbama  and  Texas,  as  the  Indians 
the  back  porch.  Originally,  the  |  were  moved  further  west 
kitchen  was  in  a  building  sop-  William  Davidson  .toil;!  Dan. I- 
arale  from  the  mam  house  son  s  father,  was  liorn  m  1753. 
Attractive  and  unusual  features1  As  a  Revolutionary  War  soldier, 
were  the  ornate  cornices  decor- j  ensign  in  the  Sixth  Virginia  Regi- 
ating  the  house  on  all  sides  !  menl.  he  was  granted  land  for  his 
ider  the  second  story  caves.  j  services,  which  he  took  up  in 

It  is  not  know  who  Davidson  |  Wilkes  County.  Ga 
employed  as  architect  for  hisi  The  builder  of  "Homestead  | 
home,  but  it  is  thought  that  a  i  Place"  came  to  Harris  County  in  i 
journeyman  architect,  traveling  Uhe  1830s.  He  was  born  in  Warren 
through  the  area  from  job  to  job.lCounty.  Ga..  Jan.  19.  1792.  He 
lived  on  the  plantation  for  a  year!  married  Elizabeth  Nichols  of  War* 
or  more  to  supervise  its  construe- 1  ren  County,  who  was  born  Sept 
lion  details,  with  al  labor  being  30,  1791.  They  had  II  sons  and 
done  by  the  Davidson  slaves.  (three  daughters,  most  of  whom 
"Homestead  Place"  was  includ- 1  were  born  at  "Homestead  Place." 
ed  in  a  national  survey  of  his- 1  The  original  ow  ner  of  the  pianta- 
torical  buildings  in  1936.  and  alb°n  hied  May  28.  1862.  and  his 
description  and  picture  nf  it  is  in  wife  hied  Sept.  7,  1870  They  are 


the  Library  of  Congress,  under 
reference  HABS  No.  GA-1H4.  Har¬ 
old  Bush-Brown,  noted  architect, 
was  Georgia  district  officer  of  the 
HABS  at  the  lime. 

Origin  of  Family 
The  Davidson  family  in  Ameri¬ 
ca  traces  its  origin  to  (he  ill- j  Davidson,  lived  here 
fated  Wiliam  Davison,  who  was  heath  some  years  agi 


buried  m  the  family  graveyard  | 
near  the  house  site 

Many  Descendants 
West  Point  is  the  home  of  many ' 
descendants  of  this  family  Hiram  ( 
B  Davidson,  whose  father  was 
Elias  Davidson,  the  son  of  John 
until  his 
His  sons 


secretary  of  stale  to  Queen  Eltz  anrl  daughters,  most  ol  them,  still 
abeth  I.  The  secretary  carried  I  re-side  here,  as  well  as  many  of 
out  Elizabeth's  order  to  execute  their  children  and  grandchildren,  j 


Mary.  Queen  of  Scots,  and  due  to 
adverse  opinion  afterwards.  Eliz¬ 
abeth  stripped  him  of  position  and 
titles  and  imprisoned  him  in  the 
Tower  of  London  for  two  years. 
Reduced  to  poverty  and  illness, 
he  died  in  1608. 

From  the  American  Revolution¬ 
ary  War  period,  the  family  has 
been  traced  down  from  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  to  Virginia  to  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  with  different  members  go¬ 
ing  to  new  lands  in  Georgia.  Ala- 


Judge  T.  Whitfield  Davidson. ! 
Dallas.  Tex.,  senior  United  States 
district  judge,  is  a  grandson  nf 
Isaiah  Davidson,  the  third  son  of 
John  Davidson.  Judge  Davidson 
has  done  considerable  research  on 
the  family  lineage,  and  has  pub- [ 
lished  a  book  on.  "Our  Scotch ; 
Kith  and  Kin."  Another  family 
record,  compiled  by  Miss  Phyl 
Davidson,  Mrs.  Jack  Davis.  Mrs. 
Janie  Lovelace  Heard  and  Wil¬ 
liam  H.  Davidson,  was  published 
and  privately  distributed  in  1959. 

After  the  death  of  John  David¬ 
son's  widow  in  I87n.  the  estate, 
impoverished  by  the  War  Be¬ 
tween  the  States,  was  sold  to  a 
son.  William  Davidson,  in  1872. 
and  several  of  Ihe  sons  went  West 
during  the  general  trek  from  this 
area  during  the  postwar  years. 

"Homestead  Place"  was  owned 
for  a  number  of  years  by  the  j 
late  Lorenzo  D  Hutchinson,  whose  j 
plantation  lands  adjoined  the  Dav¬ 
idson  lands  Others  owning  the 
place  were  Mrs.  Eunice  Davidson 
Moss.  A  C.  Rooker  and  W  t: 
Booker  and  his  wile.  Mrs  Rossa 
A.  Booker,  who  sold  whal  remains 
of  the  plantation  now  to  the  pres¬ 
ent  owners. 

In  the  burning  of  "Homestead 
Place."  Harris  County  lost  one  of 
its  most  historically  interesting , 
plantation  homes,  a  product  of  j 
the  antebellum  cotton  and  slavery  j 

prosperity  of  tile  Old  South. 


